IN NOVA SCOTIA AND THE ADJOINING PROVINCES. o

TWhat met me there, gave me reason to fear | will not be asked vegarding the paek.  “Who-
that my religion was ouly a form. I have to soever will, let him come and takethe waters.
awn that I was cold and heartless in all that of life freelv”  We should often rvefleet on.
concerned the cause of Christ, compared to . the past, but the use we should mike of every
the feelings which 1 had, in worldly things, neglect of d.ty, and every net of disnbedi=
even of the most trifling nature, ence, is to employ thea as motives to urge
E.~You have reason to be thankful, that , us to greater diligence in availing ourselves
vou have heen made sensible of that want of . of present opportunity.  Sorrow for past +i =
zeal and devotedness.  You know the vemedy. , will not benefit, but in so far as jt serves that
‘The Bible tells you how to act, and it gives | purpose,
the assurance, that, if you foliow its diree- | Jh—1Is it not strange, that men who pro-
tions, the evilaou complain of will be effec- | fess themselves the disciples of Cheist, amd
tually removed.  You must go with that cold- | declare that their hopes, for the eternal world,
ness and worldliness to the throne of grace, | rest entirely on Him, can be indifferent to any
and there luy it out in the presence of God. | command or direction of His, that is cleady
He is more willing to give a new Leart and a | revenled.  Suvely, it must arise from aeal hy-
right spirit than you or any other sivner can | poerisy in their protessions, or else from ig-
be to ask forit. Plead with Him for Jesus | norance of His will,
sake—coutinue *o plead and He will not des-}  E.—There can be no doubt, that it must
pise your supplications. arise from either the one or the other of the
D.~I do wish to be thankful that T wasled | canses you have mentioned. But whatever
to consider these things, while I still fear that [ might e said for our fathers, who could uog
I feel not that constraining love to Chuist, { read the word of Gol for themselves, I do-
which the Bible tells me must distingnish all | not see how ignorance, of what Christ wills.
his true disciples. I hope I have attained to | His people to do, can be pleaded as in any
this much, that [ can securely say, * Inough [ degree lessening our guilt if Jiving in Qiso-
and too much is the time that is past, to have | bedience. If any araong us are ignorant of
wrought the will of the flesh,” and that|the obligations which rest upon us, itis he-
henceforth it shall be my aim to have my | cause they do not wish to know them. ‘The
heart and life devoted to my hlessed Redeem- | Bible tells us what Christ would have us Le-
ery and do what my feeble efforts may to lead | lieve and do, and it does so in language so
others to Him. simple and plain, that no manean he at o
Zi—Let it be your constant and earnest loss to understand.  ‘Fhe man, therefore, who
prayer, that God would strengthen these feel- | can read the Bible, cannot say, but he coulds
ings and this purpose. The more wholly You ; know the life of Christ were he truly desir-
are brought under this influence, and the | ous to do sn.
stronger your desire to benefit your fellow-}  .—How then can you expliin the fact,
men, the. more your mind will be in harmony | tuat not oniy individual men, and esteemed
with the mind and the spirit of Christ, aud | too, as good aid pious men, but entire braneh-
the more largely will the peace and the hap- | es of the Courch, continue ¥ear afier year iy
pness of your soul be promoted. the neglect of some of the plinest and moat.
D.—Itis a keavy burden on my mind, o ! solemn commands ® :
feel that the best part of my life was spent in | Z.—You have asked me a guestion that
opposing the will of Christ. 1 imagined my- | find indeed very difficult to answer. This
self as good and as religions as mv neigh- . much. however, is certain, whatever may he
bors, and with that I was content. I contii- | pleaded for such neglect from the peculin.-
buted to religious purposes as others in my | circumstances of the parties, and the comract-
cireumstances, were aceustomed to do, and . ed and imperfect views of Christian duty, into
that was afl that concerned me. The phin | which early training may have led them, thar,
truth now stares me in the face. that, whatever just as soon as their attention is directed s
was the case with my ueighbors, Twas dead . that neglect, and their daty clearly pomnted
t0 God and the interests of my own soul. | out, there can be nothing further pleaded in
Old age is now ereeping upon me, anc should | their behaif. If then, they trent the matter
I be ever so zealous, it is but little I can do. l with indiffexence, they evidently disown the
It T could but redeem the years, that § Jost in | autharity of Christ, and declare themsehes.
the follies of the world, I think I would em- | 1o be none of His. There is no doulx, that
ploy them differemly. O, thut every young . a real disciple of Christ may thus from the
man and woman could see the misery, which | effects of early training and “examplle, beun-
misspentryouth treasures up for the infirmi~| der the influence of mistaken views regarding
ties of old age, then would they be saved the | sume parts of duty, but the iastant you poinr,
bitter experience, that now grieves my heart. | to the divine command, and convince that
I acknowledge that I might jusiy be left to.| man that it is the voice of Christ that speaks,
seek in vain, what Iso long despised; but he will not only admit the duty—he wilk
the blessed Bible tells me there is hope even | heartily obey.  If he acts otherwise—if whil»
for me. he admits that Chiist haa assuredly given the
Z2.—God’s ways are not like men's ways. ; command in question, he refuses obedience,
The penitent siuner, who pleads for merey, | or, which amounts to the sume thing, esdea~




