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Yew Glasgow ; and James Croil, Esq., Editor
of the Presbylerian Record, Montreal, The
original documents are in our hands :—

EXTRACT FROM THE WRITINGS OF THE LATE
JouN Mackay, EsQ., THE VENERABLE
STIPENDIARY MAGISTRATE oOF NEW
Grascow, N. 8.

“phe first clergyman of the Church of Scotland
that preached in Pictou was MR. FLETCHER, &
young man who called here on his way (o Can-
eda, I was then a young man, but the impres-
sion on my mind to this day is, that he was the
most impressive preacher I have ever heard.
He wag so ditferent in his manner from the for-
mal, stiff preaching we were accustomed to,
that the impression he made on his hearers con-
tinued, on most, probably through life. He

reached for four Sabbaths in this County : once
in 2 Tent on the Intervale near where the Albion
Mines Foundry is now; once at East Branch:
ouce at West Branch ; and once at Mount Thom.
And considering the sparse gopulatxon of the
County then, he was followed by an immense
numbor of hearers. The last sermon he preach-
ed here was at Mount Thom. The people of
McLellan’s Mountain (myself among them) went
all the way there to hear him. It was nothing
to walk ten or fifteen miles to hear a sermon in
those days! A

Such popularity gave great offence 1o our resi-
dent clergymen  Mr, McGregor first tried to
get Mr. Fletcher to join his own Body, and this
being declined by the young man, every means
was used to annoy him, He was literally perse-
cuted during his short stay ; the most unworthy
methods being resorted to with the view of in-
suing his character. The day_on which Mr.
Pletcher preached at ** Squire MceKay’s Inter
vale” Mr. McGregor was from home; but Mr.
McCulloch vacated his own church at Picton,
and preached in Mr. McGregor's church, to pre-
vent the people going to_hear Mr. F'letc er,
The people nevertheless did go to hear him, and
leitt Mr. McCulloch to preach to ahnost empty
seats.”

Thevext document explains itself. It isan
historical letter to the same Mr. MacKay :—

LerTER OF JaMES CrolL, EsQ., EpiTOR.
“ MORRISBURGH, ONTARIO,

19th March, 1869,
Jorx McKaYy, EsqQ,:

i My dear Sir.—You wrote me in Qctober last
‘requesting me to furnish you with further par-
{iculars respecting the Rev. Alexander Fletcher
whose name occurs in my Historical Report,
P&{ge 75, under the neading of Martintown. The
Teference which you made to a clergyman of the
same name, who, to your own knowledge, h
fiiciated for a short time in Pictou, “some time

tween the years 1816 and 1819,” interested me
very much, and led me to make enquiries from

fferent parties who were likely to know some-
hing of Mr. Fletcher’s history. I may here
ate that the information given in ithe said
inted Report was derived from an aged mem-
rof the cow ation of Martintown, whose
emory was admitted 0 be not very exact, but
hoge statement appears now, in the light of in-
ubitable evidence, to have Leen in the main
oircet, For a long time I was baffled in my

quiries, and had given up hope of elicitin
¥ elditional details ; this winter, however,

ha%pened to be in Plantagenet, and was inform-
ed by the Rev Thomas Scott, the Presbyterian
Minister of the Township, that a brother of the
Inte Mr, Fletcher ig still alive and_is o member
of Mr. Scott’'s congregation. I had not time to
call upon him, but Mr. Scott kindly undertook
to visit him and obtain the information desired.
Of this person Mr. Scott writes: * Mr. Kennoth
Fl~tcher is now 81 gems of age ; he is hlind and
very infirm, but, being & genuine Christian,
bears his affliction with resignation. Hﬁ came
with hig brother to Nova Scotin_and then ac-
com‘mnied him_to Canada. He bas a distinct
recollection of having seen Mr. MacKay, and
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desires now to be mentioned to him.

Mr. Kenneth’s statement is to the followang
effect:~** The Rev. Alexander Flotcher was a
native of the Isle of Skée: he studied two years
at the University of Glasgow, and complated
his theological education ai that of Edinburgh.
He was licensed by the Presbytery of Edin-
burgh, and very soon thercafter came out to
Nova Scotia. He preached on four Sabbaths in
Pictou, and was the first minister of the Church
of Scotland_who officiated in that part of the
country. Being dissatisfled with the state of
things in Nova Sco ia, he resolved to proceed to
Canada, and settled at Williamstown in Glen-
garry. After a shortresidence there he removed
1o Martintown, where he was ordained in the
vear 1820 by *the Presbytery of the Canadas.’ ”'—
This ecclesiastical Court was composed chieﬂg
of Ministers of the Associate (Secession) Churc
of Scotland, and was dissolved two years after
its formation; soon after which * the United
Synod of Up?er Conada” wag constituted.—Mr.
Somerville of St. Gabriel's, Montreal, Mr. Bell
of Perth, and Mr. McDowall of Fredericksburg,
were present at Mr. Fletcher's ordination; the
two last named Ministers having been inembers
of the Associate (Secession) Church of Scotland,
accounts sufficiently for the impresgion remain-
ing on the mind of my informant, who described
Mr. Fletcher as having been “‘a Minister of the
Secession Church of Scotiand.” Mr. Fletcher
remained five years in Martintown, and, demit-
ting the charge in 1825, he removed to his bro-
ther’s residence in Plantagenet, where, besides
Freaching. he found employment in teaching a

ew young men the Classics—his pupils boarding
in his brother’s house with him. After a time
he discontinued teaching and again devoted
himself to the work of the ministry in Cumber-
land and in Lochaber, until a short time before
his death, whieh occurred in Plantagepet in
1836, at the carly age of 45 years.

T have no doubt that you and some others ju
Nova Scotia will derive pleasure from perusing
these additional memeries of ong of your early
pioneer Ministers. For myself, I cannot thank
you sufficiently for having put me on the track
of investigation by which an interesting item of
historic information has been rescued from
oblivion.

I hope you have not forgotten my request to
" jot down all that you know personally, or may

¢ a2ble to obtain from reliable sources, of the
carly history of your Church in Nova Scotia.
Although circumstances have hitherto prevent-
ed me from attempting to sketch the history of
the Church of Scotland in the Lower Provinces,
I have not abandoned the intention of doing so
at some future time, when fuller details shall be
in my possession, and when I may have more
leisure time to put into shape what I already
have. Iremain, mg dear Sir,

ours gincerely,
JAMES OROIL."
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