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mittee, whose report will no doubt be fa-
vorable to admission.— We turthernotice
the licensing, by this Presbytery, of
Messrs. Gordon and Murray. Wehope
that these gentlemen will lose no time
in making their appearance in our
midst. Now is the time for * vacancies”
to be up and doing.

Dr. Story, of Roscneath, in the
Presbytery of Dumbarton, objected to
certain of the queries issued by thg Com-
mittee of Christian Life and Work, par-
ticularly those on Statistics,—the col-
lection of which. he maintained, was not
the work of the Church, but of a Gov-
ernment official.

Tag Rev. THoMAS ScotT having
been appointed to a charge in New
Zealand, the Presbytery of Edinburgh
met in Newington Church to forward
the appointment. The Rev. John All-
son conducted the serices.

Dunpee PResBYTERY.—On Wed-
nesday a meeting of this body was held
—Rev. Mr. Nicoll, Moderator. Rev.
Dr. Watson, Convener of the Committee
on Overtures, reported regarding an
overture having in view the pro-
moting of unity and friendly rela-
tions among the various Churches, in fa-
vor of allowing ministers of other deno-
minations, and who held the vital doc-
trines of the Standards o! the Church,
to officiate in Established Churches, the
minister of the congregation having af-
terwards to report to the Presbytery
the fact of the stranger’s officiating,
along with his name, &c. Some discus-
sion took place in the matter. The
committee recommended the adoption
of the overture. It was moved that the
committes’s report be approved of, and it
waspro that the overture be approv-
ed of, with the part of it deleted regarding
the minister having to report on astran-
ger occupying Lis pulpit. The averture
as it stood was agreced to by a majority
of 9 to 6.

PrRESBYTERY OF CarrstoN—THE
Patrovace Birr.—The Presbytery
ot Cairston, Orkney, at its November
meeting on Wednesday, unanimously
adop! for insertion im its rccords
the following deliverance anent the
abolition of Patronage:—“ The Pres-
bytery of Cairston, cousidering that,
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since their last ordinary mceting, a
bill for the abolition of patronage in the
Church of Scotland, and for vesting the
clection of the parish minister in the
congregation, as was petitioned for by
this Presbytery in 1871, has been intro-
duced and passed through Parliament,
did unanimously resolve *o record their
thanks to Almighty God for so ausgio
cious an answer to the prayers of His
servants. The Presbytery hail the re-
peal of the Act of the tenth year of
Queen Anne, chap 12, as removing
what has been & prolific source of weak-
ness in, and sccession from, the Na-
tional Church, and a barrier to reunion.
They rejoice to observe how fully, in
the Patronage Abolition Act, the spirit-
ual independence of the Church ie ac-
knowledzed anew by the British Legisla-
ture, and how much more has now been
granted than was insisted on by those
esteemed fathers and brethren who, in
1842, petitioned the Crown for deliver-
ance from the grievance of patronage,
and in consequence of the unfavourable
response which they received, seceded
from the Church of Scotland in 1843.
The Presbytery rejoice that, in this
matter, Parliament has done all that
could, after the lapse of thirty years, be
reasonably expected fromit. Consider-
ing also that, in accordance with the
Woestminster Confessicn of Faith, it de-
volves, not on the State, but on the
Church, to open up to those whoi pa-
tronage has repelled from her pale, bur
who still adbere to her principles, and
choose to return to her communion, the

rivileges ot the Establishment, the
’resbytery heartily concur in the rela-
tive overture recently adopted by the
Synod of Orkney, and anticipated by
the similar overture sent up from this
Presbytery to the General Assembly of
1871 The Presbytery likewise hereby
express their gratification at the manner
in which not only the adherents of the
Church of Scotland, but also many ad-
berents of the Free, Original Sccession,
and United Presbyterian Churches
within the bounds, true to the distinc-
tive principles on which their denomi-
nations were constituted, signed the pe-
titions in favor of the Patronage Aboli-
tion Bill. The disinterested manner in
which many patrons, by concurring in
the bill, facilitated the passing of it, is



