
ing equity principles, but such was his cap~acity for work that lie sipcFdily madle
himascif sufficiently master of those principles to enable himi satisfactorily to
dispose of a',! kinds of caes which came befre hini. For the benefit of
future gceuerations it inay be weil te record here what nianner of mani car de.
parted friend wvas. He wa% of medium lieight. and of a ;pare framie, neyer VerY
robtust. Hiq fi-ce, %vhich was void of hair, was of an intellectual cast, evidencing
much titought. He wvas of an extremely gentie and obliging disposition, and
was wot too proud to learn even frorn the hurnblest student wlho appeared before
hini anYthing that lie was able to inipart. H-e was irivariably courteous and
polite to al, and rneither bores nor tupstarts ever succeeded in ruliing his equa-
nimnity, He hand a high sense ol' what was just and right, and the whole aimi of
bis career iu Chambers was te effectuati- as fiar as possible substantial justice.
Mr. I)alton'q sister was rnarried to the late Chief Justice Sir Adani Wilhon, witlî
whoin hoe Y diii clsst friendship uintil the latter's death.

CO.TFMTOF C0(I'T .IND THEI JYIkDONING)>WR

lit the ltnglish Lati T'it;is of june i8th we find the following remiarks atient
the actiOni of Sir Ambrose Shea, (;everiicr of the Bahamas, iii releasing front
prison the editor cf a newspaper who hid been cominitted yt he Chief justice
of those islands for an alleged cnntcmrpt of court:

-MNr. Yelverton. au Eiiglish barristcr who soine timie since was appointed
Chief J ustice of the Bahiamas, is on his way to England ilu lay before the authori-
ties a Mtate of things whîch is somrmwhat rernarkable. The Chief justice comi-
initted an editor of a local newspaper for contempt of court. There was ait
outcry. and! the Go%,ornor in effect issued a writ of hzabeas corpus and libeirated
the captive. The Govertior ovcrruiling the Chief justice of the Suprenie Couirt
in the preservation af the dignitv cf bis court is a novelty. We shall be cuirious
te see by virtue of what law lie justifies his action. He %vill find, we believe. thil
while hie lias the power te pardon for offences against the laws, hie has notne te
release a person coînniitted te prison for conteînpt of court."

Now%. it is well known that auan:id('qi bonus darinitat M-oncrus, and we harbeur
the suspicion that, while penning tlue above opinion, the astute English editor was
a victiîn of the soperifie influences cf early june weather. Taking it for granted,
as our learrncd friend seemis te do, that the Grovernor's commission gives hlmi a
general power te pardon " offences against the Iaws," cari it be seriously con-
tended that a contenupt cf court is iroi an offenre against the laws ? If it is net
such, then what is it, and to what classification cf evil-doing shahl we assign it?
As it is pui'ely a wrung creatcd by positive law, and one net arising in foro Con-
scieffioe, there ouight te be ne difficulty lu finding its truc place ini English juris-
prudence.

We might say at the outset that we do net make it our business te justîfy the ,

action of the (nvernor in bringing the prisoner hefere himn by the process above
indicated. N hi -. at miatter we do net concern ourselves ln this article. It
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