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Tlhe. value of .Xcetylciîe as ani illuminating gas is perbaps une o
the iii(>,t Iillu)(rtanlt (ltiCstioiiS iiniongst the nianyat lîresent being dscussecl
by thbue cuncerned in the lightiîîg of oui bouses aînd tioougbfres.

l'lie pî't iaration of .\cetylene gas by the action of water on tht:
arbîlei -blas heen kniowni for sonme fifty yeais. but probably owing to

uur ignorance 'I, the valual)le I)io)lerties uf tbis gas, or tbe difticulty in
olaiin :1 pure and inquantity, Acetylene as an illuminant %vas

pract ical 1 y u null(tireCil u ni il 1 892. I n tliat yuir, M\ aquen ne i re
îiarud it by becating tugetber. at a. bîgb tetuperatuire, liariuii
cairbonate, îuaneýi i i and charn oal . t be requ lting prod uc
%vben treated witb wvater yîligtbe ias .\îetylene. Tr 8m '~avers

ubtaîned .\cetylene froii .'ui carbide, preî>ared by sîrîîngly beat-
i îîg tm uetlber cailcium n clliride, cha rm<ai and sodlium, i n a similir
inanner to thiat already referrc. d to. ''le product, calciumn carbide,
evk>lves \cetylenie %vbiet tieate(l mth iîb at.r. (Plruc. Cbieiiu Soc., i8jl

li.erestilts, boevr, hile valua bic and initerestu ng as
s,:ietiitiic icc)r(l5, %vere of hlte comiumercial importance, oviig tu tbe
exi enise iîecessary iin obtainîîîg tbc îiiaterials of inntiauic.

l'lie pI)ssibilit), of proclticn,, Acetylene on a large scale and at a
re.îsoîîable cosi, Oy the procesb discovered by Wilsonî, lias %witbîn tbe
past year l)eeii deinîuîstrated by scientibts i.d experts iii botb îgaî
anîd .\nierica. I\lr. T1. L Wilson îîîade bis discover), hy chance,
as is very ofteiî tbe case. Wlîile ainiing at the attaîntiient of aut
entirely différent object, Mr. Wilson exp)etitiietnn tti lus lahoraRiry IL
Spraý, Northî Caroliîîa, U2 S.A. (Jour. Soc. Clîemi. lndustiy, janî. iS95ý,
obtained after onîe of lus fusions, a M'ack, brittle uîîass, wîîîclî on being
brotugbt int contact with water, ripidly 'effervesced with evolution of
Acetylenie. On fuirtber inîvestigation, lie caine to the conclusion that
the brittle, black mass %vas calciumî carbide. It lîad been produced by
fusing together finely powdered limie and- coke in an el;ectric furuuace
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