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home was flot a poor one for the
wants of its inmates were few their
food was the production of the farm,
the dress was homne spun and home-
made, froni the fleeces of their Blocks
and flax from their fields As for
society, the family was not a srnall one,
and vi.-itors occasionally carne %vith
news from afar. The poet has given
a very graphic and beauuiful description

* of his home andi family in bis poem-
Il Snow Bounid," the family portraits
are as lifelilce as if tbey wt re j'ainted
Whittier's scbciol training was second
ln importance to that which lie
recew-ed at home-especially on First-
day afternoons, when his mother read
the Sc-iptures with the children, and
sought to imlp ant -%vithin themn ligh
princuples of religion aind muoralily
W'hittier was incebte:d Io the songs (if
Burns fur some of his early in.spira-
tionIs, as hie heard thera sung by a
wandering S"co,.chmian - «13i'nnie
Dùon» "-I ighland -Mary " and -' Atld

ang Syne." When lie began to
ihyrne for imiiself lie was encouraged
by his eldest sister, and after a time
Veniured to send one oif lus pucces to
the Newbury Post J,"ree Press, edited
by William 1Lloyd (;arrisouî. H-e was
in the qield one day wlien the news
carrier ilhrew a paper Io hlm, hie

ieagerly opent d it and saw to lus
delight bis own production in print
in the 1'oet's Corner. Atter this ilie
edilor urged hlmi to continue bis
studies, but to attend the academy
would cost muoney, wvhich ivas scarce.
Aýfter a time an oI>portumity c fered to
learri shoemaking, and the followiig
season hie earned enough nioney to
Pay for a suit of clothes and lus board
a2nd luition for six monilhs, at the close
Of tliat terni he taughit the district
school and the fullowing spring spent
another six rnonîhs at the academy,
.'hich seems to have compleied his
schooling. His best eflorts were put
Forth t-o assist in the abolition of

* slavery, wiriting a great deal of both
Prose and poetry in that, cause.

Whittier was neyer married, but those
who assert that he was neyer in love,
and that his poems suifer in con-
sequence, surely say more than they
knowv. 'i'ere is a strctngtb of tender-
ness in bis p-ýenîs tliat is unsuirpassed
by ariy other writer In some of then',
notably in IlMy First Playmate," it
il evident that the writer was no
stranger to love. Hie spent most of
life in bis quiet home in Arnesbury
frouru whicb lus thoughfts went far and
%vide. At one tirne hie said: -"1 set a
highler value on my name as appended
Io the anii-slavery declaration of 1933'
than o.n the title page (-f any book."
';orne of bis leading poems ire, " Srow
Bocund,' -'Terut on the Be-ach' "The
Dýrcver!:," tgIThe Huskers, ' "The
Yankee Girl , " M.iud, M.uller," and
miany others under the titie, of -Songs
of Frecdom', besides uiiauiy hynans
and sacred writin.

Arkrina, .4 mo. i 2th.
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W\e doubt flot thai God is a lover ot
beauty. F7or did lie not fasiioni the
worlds ini beauty, wbien there was no
eye to behoid tiiena but lis own ? Ail
along, the %vid old forest, lie bas carved
the formis cf beauzy. Every cliff, an.d
motintain and iree is a statue of beauty.
EýVery leaf and steni and vine and
flowver is a formi of beauty. Every bull
ar.d da1Pe and landscape is a pucture et
beauty. Every cloud and musit wreath
and vapwir-, eil is a shadlowy reflcuon
of beauty. Fvery dianiiond and rock
and pehbly beach is a mine of beauty.
Every Sun and planet and star is a
blazing face of beauty. Ail along the
aisles of enrthl ail over the arches of
heaven, ail through the expanses of the
universe, are scattered in rich anud
infinite profusion> the lufe gems of
beauty. Ail this great realni of dazz-
ling and bewildering beauty was made
by God.

"rhere is a beauty lu th.le songsters of


