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Priscellancons Fotes.

Furs.—An impoerter and exporter of fars gives this informa-
tion : ** The ho\:lso e'::ni- %:;of the :oo‘;tln uable of g-bu;.
ing animals, and w t! myste y disap) m the
ba%k fence, they often find there way to the Itis an
actual fact that over 1,200,000 house cats are annually used by
the fur trade. Black, white, maltese and tothoho-{eu skins
are most in demand. They are made into linings and used in
philosophical spparatus. As for skunks, 850,000 were used in
this country last season, valuéd from 50 cents to §1.20. The
oome from Ohio and New York principally, and, as in t
of the tiger and lion, the bravest men are required.”

CoaL DiscovERY IN CANADA.—Further particalars as to the
recent find of coal at Wapella, in the Canadian North-West,
near the settlements of the Gardon-Cathcart and London East-
end oolonists, show that the seam is at an average depth of 8
foet from the surface of the prairie, and being situated on a side
hill the coulee can be mmns without any heavy expense. The
width in extent of the seam has not yet been tosted, but there
is every indication of its permanent character. The situation
of this new ooal discovery within a few yards of the Canadian
Pasific Railway, and its short distance from Moosomin, makes
it one of the most important adjuncts to the settlement.

Ir any proof were needed, boyond the assurance given us
in Beripture, that we are ‘‘ fearfully and wonderfully made,”
weh:veitrevuledtomb'f!‘-ho tient, learned researches of
eminent scientific men. Take, for instancs, this novel com.
putation which has been formulated by a distinguished Ger-
man histologist, who has becn at the trouble to calculste the

foroea of the human brain. The ocerebral mass |

is com of at least 800,000,000 of nerve cells, each an in-
de t body, o w, and microscopie brain, so far as
concerns its vital relations, but subordinated to s higher pur-

pose in relation to the function of the organ ; eash living &
hjgﬁgr i

separate life individually, though socially subject to &
1.5';? function. The h?fe term of s nerve cell he eatimates to
be about 60 days ; so that 5,000,000 die every day, about 200,-
000 every hour, and nearly 8,500 every minute, to be succeeded
by an equal number of their progeny.

PrisoNERs IN RUsstaN Mines.—Where prisoners in Rus.
sian mines oconduct themselves well they are sometimes por-
mitted to live in small houses near the prison after two or
three years incarceration, This privilege is acoorded most
monﬂy to married men. Presentations of clothes are often

e to help them along. The convicts consist mostly of
murderers and robbers, but a very small proportion being
political offenders. These latter soarcely ever work in the
mines, being kept in a g;l{onlpsrtﬁomthoothm and
po.sdntgnmm oomforts. The laborers are not at all in har-
mony with the Nihilists or their principles, and they are kept
.alm‘:t more for the sake of peace than for any other reason.

is the only gold mine in Biberis in which convicts are
om About one thoussnd of them are worked in some
of the silver mines, under the ssme conditions as govern the

others. A working day usually co: in summer, from
 daylight to dusk—6 A.M. to 8 P,M.—with two or three hours
intermission for meals. The work for each one is marked out

the superintendent, and the diligent and ex miners are
mowodm home as mnmdﬂymtodsmkh
finished. Very little is done in winter on account of the ex-
treme cold and short days, during which time the convicts do
not work at all,

Ix thhbmytﬁoofomithunfnltobommined, now and
again, of little things which are well calonlated to add to the
small sum of human happiness. In point of fact, the happiness
or misery of a whols life.time is impinged on trifles. the
gosh bave borne testimony to this fact. The pratical Elihu

urritt was careful to point out in words of besptiful song that

* A pebble in the streamlet scant, had turned the course of
e Yoty subjoct of aa Setronkly prctioel. e, and repro:
sabject an extre . and repro-

duee it for the benefit of our :—* Every movement of

. muscle,” and this is worth noting,  whether it acoomplishes
anything or not, whether voluntary or involuntary, costs an

| outlay of bodily stre Tfo':zn ht also involves an

expenditure of § thoughts involving

fret, worry, fear, or borrowed trouble is so much ane
fitably expended. . It will wasts you away mind 'and body.
g‘r:nmay always tell a man or woman whoes existence has
been s lfe-long fret, by their careworn, hollow, emaciated
faces. They are never healthy. kills more le than
the cholera. It leaks away strength %ﬂy. :ltl the
weakest ol or funption gives way. we
The docbomea and gives go disease a Latin name. The
diseass attack heart, liver, lung, stomach, kidney. But
the real and underlying cause had been at work for m
the patients mind. Yon can’t help fretting, wo. TOW-
ing trouble 7 That makes no difference as to t. Merciless
natare takes no acoount of what you can’t help. Possibly yon
cannot help it. Years of habit may have made wﬁ
¢gecond nature * for you. It may be & habit as hard to
as the  joggle’ of your heel while sitting at the desk. Both
movements—the physical one of your foot and the mental one
of your mind—may have become involuntsry. Youn might
call it sutomatic mind or body action or automatic exhauns-
tion.”

WVaxieties. -

Eixorrio LieHT 1IN AN ENeLisE CoLLEGE.—Peterhouse
College, Cambridge, is said to be the first college to sdopt the
electric light. Not only are the courts of the college, the hall,
combination room, and chapel lighted by electricity, but the
rooms eof the undergraduates and the master’s lodge as well.
It owes its introduction te Sir William Thomson who, at his

own expense, has supplied the necessary apparatus,

A Nxw MeTAL.—* Iduniom ” is the name pro by
Professor Websky for the metal just discovered by him as one
of the components of native vandate of lead. The mineral is
rather & scarce one, of & yellow oolor, and contains several
other metals, of which zine, iron and arsenic are among the
most prominent. Idunium resembles vanadiam in se T8-
spects, both physically and chemically, while the only oxide
hitherto examined forms stable salts with alkaline bases, and
thus would appear to possess distinctly acid properties.

Sorexce destroys some of the most cherished popular delu-
sions. Catgut is derived from sheep ; German silver was net
invented in Germany, and it contains no silver ; Cleopatra’s
needle was not erected by her norin her honor ; Pompy.;:dﬂ.l-
lar had no historical connection with the personage ; ng
wax dves not contain a partiole of wax ; the tuberose is not &

‘rose, but & polyanth ;. the strawberry is not a

berry : Turkish
baths did not originate in Turkey, and are not baths at all ;
wl:il:'bono is not bone, and oontains not any of its pro-
pe

ExpErruuNTs have lately been made by the French Govern.

ment with a new.kind of siege gun of prodigious power. It is
described as made of steel, and nearly 80 fest long, and the
tube is strengthened with ten coils of plated steel wire one

millimeter, or .039 inch. in diameter. The composition is
such that the canon, after a few discha; becomes elongated
by three millimeters. Theweightoftm“hﬁnyiou,m
it projects a shell weighing 207 mds, capable of penetratin
mm.mnwlynxindm at & range, mnﬁ
one- miles. :

THE AMOUNT OF WATER ABSORBED IN TrEEs.—In’ the
official rq;ort of the Geological Survey of Wisoonsin is an
acoount of the determinations made lt){.Dr. J. M. Anders, of
the amount of water -pum from earth by trees. Ho
finds that the average ex from soft, thin-leaved ts
in clear weather amounts to about 1} onrnoes troy, per day of
twelve hours, for every aquare foot os Henoe a
ate-sized olm raises and throws off 73 tons of water per day.
In thnuportthoﬁeﬁmplied-b what is going on
America, where certain fortile distriots are becoming
oonverted into deserts by wholesalo clearings : and in other

such as the plains of Colorado, where only five or six
'Y

places,
Tmurable tneteem of reahll it ts matniIns].dhat the

deserts of 8 and Africs are the results of cutting down
troes, snd Juxuriance msy be restored by skilful
replanting.—Boston Journal of Commerce,




