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authority, and fturnished by him with
ample power to meet, deliberate, and
consult in his name, whenever, and as
often as, the rights or interests or go-
vernment of his house may require.

“2nd. That while recognising magiste-
rial authority as an ordinance of God for
good to man, and holding, in the lan-
guage of the Associate Presbytery, that
¢it is peculiarly incumbent ou every vi-
vil state wherein Christianity is introdu-
ced, to study and tring to pass that ¢ivil

overnment among them, vun i agreea.

leness to the mind of God, be subservi-
ent to the spiritual kingdom of Jucus
Christ, and to the interests of true reli-
gion,’ a principle clearly founded on the
supremacy of the Lord Jesus Christ over
the church and over the nations, the
United Body repudiates the idea of at-
tempting to enforce the belief or profus-
sion of Christianity by the power of the
sword, as a'ike comtrary to the law of
Chuist, the spirit of His gospel, the rights
of conscience, and the liberties of
wan

«3rd. Finally.while recognisingthere-
sponsibilities ot the civil magistrate 10

jod, and praying for the 1me when

kings shall be nursing fathers and queens
nursing mothers to the chureh, the Sy-
nod finds shit the question as to the
smode in which the civil magistirate may
discharge his responsibilities, is one in
which. in their circumstances, they are
not called upon 1o come to any deliver-
ance.”

Lo any one who understands the Con-
tussion ot Faith, and who is avquainted
with the Act of Assembly, 1647, veferred
to in this article of the Basis, it will not
appear surprising that, as the Free Sy-
ned had all along professed their adher-
cuce 10 the Westminster standards, so
they were under the impression that,
this Basis being agreed 10, the contem-
plated United body would be found
maintaining the Coufession of TFaith in
all is integrity, as held by the Establish-
vd Church of Scotland, down till tle
vear 1843, and still maintained by the
Sree Chureh of Scoiland: nor will it
appear surprising that this impression
was removed, and that they weve forced
to the convlusion that the Presbyterian
Synod and they did not entertain the
rame view of the meaning of' the Basis,
when, in considering the relations which
they were to ocenpy with other Churches,
they were given to understand that the
proposed United boxly, on the one hand,
was ot to iaintain the Testimpuy of the
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Free Church, and on the other hand,
was, by acknowledging it as a mother
church, to profess a correspondence of
principle with the United Presbyterian
Church in Scotland.  Mr. ‘Trotier, in-
deed, is quite indignant that it shouid be
imagined that he and his Lrethren put a
different constraction from what the Free
Rvnod did on the DBasis of Union, and
that the latter should * move thaninsinu-
ate” that the former difiered from them
in the extent of their adherence to the
Westnuinster Confession. & With regard
to the first,” he says, “ I have only to
say, that your Committee has neverin the
most distant manner adverted to it be-
fore, and that we are not awase ofir, and
sannot divine what you refer to.  Now if
vou have assumed the fact, without due
enquiry, and acted upon it as well estab-
lished, have you not betraved a stronger
disposition to find objections, thun to
have them removed #” That in all this,
however, no injustice had been done fo
the Presbyterian  Synod, he himsclf
shews when he immediately adds ' We
reahly adniit, that we do not receive the
entire docirine of the Confossion of Faith.”
e coneeives indeed that in respect to
this the Free Synod stands upon the
same level; for he goes on to say « But
neither do you, neither does, nor ever did
the Chureh of Scotland ™

The most ¢razitable construetion to be
put on these confident assertions ie, that
they are made in profound ignoraunce of
the facts of the case.  Although the Act
of Assembly 1647, is usually printed a-
long with the Confession of Faith, Mr.
Troter, we must suppuse, has not read it.
He has somehow lcarned that there is an
Act of that date containing some vemarks
upon the Confession of Faith, and, brim-
ful of knowledge,he proceeds thus to in-
struct the ignorance of the Free Synod :
« It may be unknewn to some of you, but
is not to all, and shouid be to none, that
the Church of Svotland in Angust, 1647,
Sess, 23, received it with certuin speci-
fied exceptions and limitatioes ; and the
Secession Church from which we are de-
scended, and whose principles we profiss,
has ar evervy revision of her subordsnate
standard, down to the last, preclined
her adherence to it with the very same
exceptions and Emitatons; and ore of
yourselves on whorn I rely, has positive-
ly assured me that you profess your adhe-
rence to the Confession of Faith in the
very same terms that we do.”

"The truth is, the Church of Scotland
has always received the doctrine of the




