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common laborcrs, was ait eqiivaleiit for the risk thiey ran. Tliinking tilso, liow
littie we have considered these tluingm, whien we have grunibledl at the price
of our coals.

IVe observed tliat there were tivo shafts, f1roin whieh coal was huinig drawil
by the Winding Englue being placed bctwecn thiiex, and it was also p)umping

wvater frot a third pit. At a short distance to the wot-utias a square
woodcn building, out of which werc aseending large voluines of Snioke; tmis
wve afterwards learned was the upcast shaft, wvîth a. fîtrnace at the bottoun for
rarefying the air, and thus accelerating its circulation through dtie works:
the air descends by thc punipimg shaift, and 'whcn the weather is warnu, jets
of water full down, thus increasing the action of the air, wvhich. is directed
through the workings by doors, or stoppinga,, and maude to traverse round the
face of the workîngs. Constant attention i-s- rcqitred to, the state of the
ventilation; particularly iii these M1iimes, whuere large quatitities ùf' gas are
diseharging front numerous fissures, or -"blowcrs"I as thcy are ternied, at the
face of the workings ; and to keep suficient atmnosplîcric air )a.ssîng « through,
so as to miix with the gas, anad render it non-explosive, deinands the inost
constant watehfulness of the underground viewvers. On the Eastera side of
the pits, was a large levelled sp)ace of ground, wvhereoit an immense quaraity
of coâl was piled, beingr the produce of the min*ig,, operations during the
WVintcr months : for these Mines labor under the great disadvantage of having
a market for their coal duriug only half' of the year; the other hait', the rivers
being frozen up, vessels are prevented front, taking the coul to the United
States, which is their principal nmarket, so tluat to give the colliers constant
cmiplo3 ment on the one hand, and to, be abde to supply the demnand requircd
in a few nionths on the other, t.he Conipany are forced to have a large stock
of coul prepared every Spring, ready l'or the anticipated trade.

'%ve were agreeably surprise to fln& thiat there iv'as no occas-îiou te run the
risk. of descending one of the shafts to view the Mines ; but that there was; a
"11level" entrance into the seanut of coal, wvhere it was exposedl iii the bank
side, and where it had been ivorked by the flrst diseoverers. We also observcd
the immense thickness ot' this meain of' coal, as exposed in the brook lnear the
mouth of the level.

A collier was just going into the ine, to whom we showcd our order, and
hie civilly offered te guide us te the part 'where w, -,hould most likcely flnd. the
mantager or eue of his deputies. He was an intelligent and comuniceative
felloiw, ana frontu him, more than by our own observation, %re learnied whiat we
are new attempting to describe. After being ini the dark for a short tinie,
our eyes began te distinguish objects by the light of his lamp : for here the
men have little lamps with a hoeked handie which they hiag in their caps,
instead of the old eountry custon. eof a candle, in a lump of dlay. Wc fouud the
excavations were front ton te twelve feet high, and soile as much as eighteen


