
decree to save oniy a certain number? Those wlio would deny
the decree of election must provide themselves not only witli
another Confession but with another Bible or, foilowingt out their
favorite plan, Ilrevise " it. No one doubts that there is "la wvay
of liarmonising the apparent contradiction," but some may doubt
whether that way lias yet been discovered. Certainly whien
passages not at ail obscure contradict one another, tien tlirowing
over one set altogrether, and retainingy the other is not "la way of
harmonising them." If you insist upon the exclusive view that
God wills ail to be saved, then wvhy are not ail saved? While
findingt fault w'ith other e,épianations the revising party offer none.
Their opponents niight as wtell say tliat the statement that God
wiils ail to be saved must, be qualified and this is what soine do.

The interpretation that Ilhatingy Esau " izieans 1-ving him less
(whichi is true in many cases) is here not to the purpose; for the
question is wvhat use does the Apostie make of the passage which,
lie quotes. Temporal blessîngs may have been originaily meant,
thougli this is flot clear, and at any rate spiritual biessingys depend
upon temporal privileges; but the apostie does flot refer to tem-
poral jbiessings wvhen lie applies the passage to those wlio were
ordained to be vessels of wrath and to others to be vesseis of
mercy. Nor is it any explanation tliat the purpose of God is
secret and unknown to sucli as speak and hear the gospel. Those
who advance tbis plea must have strange notions of sincerity in
moQral beincrQ The Semi-Pelagian idea that the unhelief of the
wicked is foreknowvn without being predetermincd is Iess objec-
tionable but still inadequate; because, if foreknown, it must be
certain either by predetermination on tlie part of 'God or by
nccessary causes which are either dependent on the Supreme
Beingt or they are not. If tliey are not, then, Ris power is lirnited
and He is flot omnipotent. If they are dependent upon Him
then their effect is as much Ris as any other effect of Ris wiii.

None of Lhese expianations are sufficient, for none is possible.
The Ilharmonising " of the Divine purposes with human volitions
is an attempt to expiain a phiosophical difficulty which was as
well known to the Westminster divines as it is to the New York
presRbytery. They say that t'4, decrees of God do no violence to
the will of man. But, thougii it is a philosophical difliculty-one
và icl arises froni reason startingr difficulties which it cannot solve,
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