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attachînient to aiid interest in t.he people of Ilis charge gives place
mnore and more to the mcerely professionaxl. Hence arb itrariness
cornes to be alinîost an unavoi<lahle chartIctcristic of ail ecclesiavs-
tical systeis in w'lîlzli roltryisfl finds at proininient place.

TPE BEII'Elt WAY.

Tecase is one to whielh the old proverb apisPc:nin

is better than cure.
1. Under a fi-ce and liberal systeni like the Presbyterian,

there is no practicable -w'ay of arrangincr umtters in whichi tie
chief responsibility shail not rest on tIi-e p)eolle,-oni the chuirch
itself for -%hichl its office-bearers exist. Otir people insist on
their rijlkt to choose a pastor, and they îuiust :ecogiàse the,
re.sp onsill ility thât beloîîgs niatiii mlly aiid ineccssa;rily to suchi
righit. Let thein exercise more cure ilu isinig their righlt of chloice
before they ask Pre.sbytery, to forin the pzastoral tic. \Ve are ail1
fztmiiliai' with tie ol saying, Marrv in haste, repent lit leistirc.

the choice is too often inade at las-t on the lmphazard principle of,
Hit or miss Even whcere ilin of experience are soughit, less cire
is ttukeni to enquire rationally jue ntecde atid te obtain ;L
satisfautory giiarantee that the choice is zi. wi.ie mie, tlîan ail
ordinary buiesfi-m woul exorcise ini clioosingr a, clerk whvlo
mnight hodinisc suuiurily or at short niotice. As likelv as
xiot the choice will lie iu fai-or of soitie nîluiisterial ecriu.t
or chronic wanderer ini cre f pas-!turcs new, «%-ho tlways

iaaesto carry a fcw select sermnons îvith Iiiii and couîxts ou
a geî.tl hnsakga frue la'-isiîgc of si-miles, w- a creinral
otflhandcduess, even if put off for the occasion, to (Ie the rest.
The systein of cadiidailtitng is bad for ail concerned. We iay
suppos-ý that not mnany instanices occur like the following,ý but it,
scr% es te shiow hoîv little reliance ean hie placed on a few serinions
as a, saniple of wha.ît ;l congregution cau cxnect for it-s or<linary
lare. While spcuding a fcîv wccks at Prii-c-ton, N. J., a few
yearszago, Peabo<ly, the Nvel-known clocutionist dirill, stite<l as

auistatice of the vailue attaLel te luis services. tluat a fcw ilays
before lice rccived a notc te bc present ut a certain function
whien the norning train wvus due broui -. The o1bjcct of the
note turncdl out to, hc to ciuplloy the titii until the train going to


