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THE BIBLE IN RUSSIA.

A learned father of the ancient rive mude some remarks to me on the
Bible in Russia, which live in iy mind as parts of the picture of this great
country.

Tknew that our Bible Society had a branch in St. Petersburg, and that copies
of the New Testament and ihe Psalms had been scattered, through their
agency, from the White Sea to the Black ; but being well aware that the
right to found that branch of our Society in Russia was originally urged by
men of the world in London upon men of the saume class in St. Petersburg,
and that the ministers of Alexander the First gave their consent in a time of
war, when they wanted English help inmen and money against the French,
Isupposed that the purposes in view had been political, and that this hea-
venly seed was cast into ungrateful soil. Ihadno conception of the good
which our Society has been doing insilence for so many years.

“The Scriptures which came to us from England,” said this priest, ‘‘have
been the mainstay, not of our religion ouly, but of our national life.”

“*Then they have been much read

“‘In thousands, in ten thousands of pious homes. The true Russian likes
his Bible—yes, aven better than his dram—for the Bible tells him of a
world beyond his daily field of toi'y a world of angels and of spirits, in which
he believes with a nearer faith than he pus in the wood and water about
his feet. In every second house of Great Russin—the true, old Russia,

¥ in which we speak the same language and have the same God—you will




