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"'Cbe Cominçj of Btrtburb"

"The Coming of Arthur" is a reimarkable proof of Tenny-
son 's ingenuity in construction. Tales about the birth of Arthur
varied. In Malory, llther Pendragon, the Bretwalda,ý of Britain,
besieges the Dukhe of Tinitagil, who lias a fair wife, Ygerne, in
another castie.

Merlin miagically puts on Uther the shape of Ygerne 's Iius-
band, and as her husband she receives hlm. On tliat nighit Arthur
is begotten by Uther, and the Duke of Tintagil. his inothier's hus-
baud, is siain in a sortie. Uther weds Ygeriie; both recognize
Arthur as their child. liowever, by the Geltie custom of fosterage,
the infant is intrusted to Sir Ector, as his dait, or foster-chlild,
and Uther fails in battie.

Arthur is later approven king by the adventure of dra-%ingZ
from the stone the magie smord that no other kinxg could move.

This aucieut popular element lu the Arthur story is disregard-
ed by Tennyson. Hie does not make Uthier approacli Ygerne in the
semblance of ber lord, as Zeus approachied Aleinena iii the semnblanier,
of hier biusbaud Amphitryon. He xîeglects the othier ancient test
of the proving of Arthur by bis success in drawtýiing the smord.

The poet's objeet is to enfold the origin and birth of Arthuvr
iii a spiritual mystery. This is deftly accomplishied by aid of the
varlous versions of the tale that reachied King Leodogran, wl'en
Arthur seeks the biand of bis daugliter Guinivere, for Arthur's
titie to the crow'n is stili disputed, so Leodogran mnakes inquiries.
The answers first leave it dubious w'hether Arthur 15 son of Gor-
lIis, husband of Ygerne, or of Uthier, wh'o slew Gorldis, aud married
her.

The Celtie custom of fosterage is overlookied and âferlin gives
the child to, Anton, not as the eustoiary dait, but to preserve the
babe from danger.

Queen Bellicent, then tells Leodogran froin the evidence of
l3lews, MN-erlin's master in necroinancy, the story of Arthur 's mirae-
ulous adveut.

"And down the wave, and ln the flaine, ivas borne a naked
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