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congregations with which they are identified. There
is also a general desire that these societies should
be closely related to the congregations, and subject
in their management and working to the properly
constituted authorities of the congregations. Inthe
Presbyterian Church it is.desired that they should
conform to the spirit and usages of Presbyterianism.
There are some cstimable brethren who are appre-
hensive lest the movement should develop unde-
sirablle and even injurious tendencies. A fuller
acquaintance with the working of these socictics
might dispel these fears, and if there is any ground
for them, means might be taken to guard against
possible evils. By next Assembly it is probable
that a satisfactory plan may be reached on a subject
that is of vital interest to the Church,

The only other question that caused at one time
no little excitement, was that relating to the ap-
pointment of theological professors, By the action
of the Assembly on the one side, and the magnani-
mous concession of P’rincipal Grant on the other,
what might otherwise have given rise to much
irritation  was happily avoided. Next year the
personal elements will be climinated, and the
question has a better chance of being calmly con-
sidered on its merits, and no doubt a better under-
standing will be arrived at.  One thing may be said
in reference to recent appointments to theological
chairs by the General Assembly, the results have
been eminently satisfactory and pleasing to the
Church generally, “The selection by the Supreme
Conrt of Dr. King to preside over Manitoba College
has been amply justificd by what has been accom-
plished in and by that institution. The same ca
be said of the appointment of Professor Baird to a
chair in the same college, and none who know the
qualifications of the Rev, James Ross, B.D., Perth,
lor the position he has been chosen to fill in the
Presbyterian College, Mantreal, will have any mis
giving that the confidence of the Assembly has
been misplaced. lle will enter on the discharge of
his professorial work with the most cordial good
wishes of all who know him,

The Assembly that has just closed was attended
by a large number of elders, many of whom rendered
valuable aid in the transaction of business, several
taking a prominent part. Messrs. Walter Paul,
McGregor, McQucen, Charlton, Hon. David Laird,
Joseph Gibson, " William Adamson, W, Mortimer
Clark and many others participated actively in the
transaction of business, and spoke well and effec-
tively  Nor were those who remained silent less
faithful and diligent in the performance of their
dutics. Many of themn served on committees and
followed the proceedings with alert intelligence, and
voted with that independen e which generally char-
acterizes them.

Apart from the transaction of the business for
which the A<sembly exists, there are incidental ad-
vantages of great value. The meeting of brethren,
whn for the rest of the year are scattered across the
continent, has an excelle... effect. It tends to main-
tain the unity and advance the progress of the
Church. Not the least of the pleasures of attending
the Assembly is the cordial fellowship that exists
between the brotherhood. Those whose ficids of
labour lic along the shore of the Atlantic fraternize
in the heartiest manner with their co-workers who
dwell on the coast of the Pacific, and one spirit per-
vades all who inlervene between the Maritime
Provinces and British Columbia. They are all
alike patiiotic Presbyterians, and better than even
that, they are carnestly engaged in seeking the ad-
vancement of the Kingdom of God. From the in-
spiring influences of the Assembly meetings and
fraternal intercourse with their brethren, they will
return 1o their respective fields of labour resolving
to work more faithfully and more devotedly than
ever in the glorious gospel of the blessed God.

THE SUMMER SESSION.

THE only question before the Assembly that
occasioned anything like a keen debate,
besidc that of the relation of theological colleges to
the Church, was whether a summer session should
be instituted in Manitoba College.  Convictions
were strong on both sides. The Home Mission
Committee is unanimous in its desire to do the best
1t can up to the full measure of its resources to reach
every necessitous field in the Dominion. Those
more immediately interested in theological educa-
tion are equally desirous of making the training of
the ministry as effective as circumstances will per-
mit. These interests are not antagonistic, and none
of the speakers on either side did or said anything
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to make it appear as if they were. The main plea
for the new departure is that it is impossible to build
up congregations in remote districts in Manitoba and
the North-West when the students are withdrawn
during the winter months- for the prosecution of
their studies. The little congregations they
have been instrumental in gathering in the sum-
mer arc left without any one to hold services.
The discouraged settlers drift away, and some
of them have a plausible excuse for becom-
ing carcless and indifferent, and the Church
loses the help and support of many, and
they themselves are the greatest losers. [n this
plea it must be admitted there is great force. We
have only to look at many importaut districts in On-
tario and in Quebec and in all the older provinces
where the opportunitics, once present passcd away
not to return, were left unimproved. Dr. Robert-
son, the energetic Superintendent of Missions in the
North-West, who fully realizes the importance of the
present time as the best for the expansion of mission
work in that wide and promising field, is ceascless
in his cfforts to stir up the Church to its duty in
this respect. He is in no unworthy sense of the
term a man of one idea, and that is the increasc
and concentration of effort in the field under his
supervision. Itis well that it is so. The other
ficlds have alsts able and strenuous advocates, who
will not se thuse districts in which they are
specially interested suffer from neglect. To remedy
the admitted imperfection that permits whole dis-
tricts to be without Gospel ordinances for scveral
months of the year, many have come to the con-
clusion that the most feasible plan is to change
the time of study from winter to summer in one
of the colleges, so that the students attending them
might be free to supply the mission stations in
winter. In the course of the discussion Dr. Rob-
crtson made a pertinent remark that the past policy
of the Church in supplying had been a policy of
blunder and neglect.

[t would be a mistake to suppose that the line
of cleavage on this question is between the Home
Mission Committee and the College professors.
Members of both organizations differ from each
other in as marked a degree as do other members
of the Assembly. Thecontention mainly turned on
the recognition of the principle of College Summer
Sessions. Some were opposed to such recognition,
and spoke and voted consistently on that line.
Others were unwilling to look on the proposal as
other than an expedient that might be good for the
present distress, and therefore temporary in its char-
acter. Some members of the Home Mission Com-
mittee were decidedly opposed to the change, and
Dr. Campbell, ot Renfrew, who has for many years
been one of the most zealous members of that Com-
mittee, was an able spokesman for those who held
the opinion that the experiment was undesirable.
Principal MacVicar, a man of decided convictions
and who uniformly speaks with decision, was strong-
ly against the new departure. His plea was that
the cause of thorough training for ministerial work
would suffer. In this view he was supported by
Dr. Proudfoot and others. From the same College
as Principal MacVicar, Professor Scrimger spoke
forcibly and cloquently in favour of mnaking the pro-
posed change, while for Knox, the venerable Profes-
sor Greggr was also emphatic in its favour. The
debate on both sides was ably maintained, though
it terminated in favour of the summer session, a
large majority voting in the affirmative,

The position of Dr. King is worthy of remark.
It was appareat that his cautious and well-balanced
judgment was not wholly convinced, but he recog-
nized the urgent need of the mission field and the
evident deswre of the Church that something should
be done to meet that need, and at once resolved to
make Manitoba College the institution where the
experiment should be put to the test. The self-
denial involved is characteristic of the man, and the
professors associated with him will endeavour loyally
to make it a success. And this ought to be the
attitude of the whole Church. The scheme was
approved of and adopted by a decisive majority, and
is therefore entitled to the faithful support of all
who desire to see the work of the Church advanced.
The additional expenditure involved is but small
comparativeiy, and those who directly aid the work of
teaching are willing todo it ina self-sacrificing spirit ;
there ought, therefoie, to be no difficulty in raising all
that is required. The result of the experiment will
be awaited with interest, It is possible that some
of the evils apprehended may be imaginary, and it
is also possible that the advantages depicted in
glowing and elegant terms may not all be derivable
from the schame, but with united and cordial effort
it can be made a success, _
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Books and Magazines.

AUMIRERS of George du Maurier's drawings will be pleased to
know that his full page cartoons in Harper's Magazme wmtettupted
for a tme on account of the artist’s illness—will he tesumed in the
July number of that periodical.

CuristiAN WORKHR is the title of a new monthly published at
Springfield, Mass.,, by the students of the School for Christian
Workers. It is carefully edited and neatly printed.  From its tone
and contents it is well fitted to promote the wnk in whose interests
it has been instituted.

PouLTnRY BIGRLOW will contribute tn the Ju  number of
Harger's Magazine an account of some personal obe.ivaions made
last year along a portion of ** The Czar’s Westeru Frontier,” with
some deeply interesting facts regarding the Russian peisecution of the
Stundists and other dissenting sects.

A TIMELY and very inseresting feature of the next number o”
Harper's Weekly, published Tune 22, will be a series of illustrations
of the festivities recently held in Genoa in honour of Cliistopher
Columbus, These illustrations will include views of the Columbus
Monument at Genoa and of the house in which the great discaverer
was born, with portraits of Columbus and Vespueci from the pant-
ings in the Museum at Genoa,

Tie CoMine King. By Rev. James Smith. {Loudon * James
Nisbet & Co.; Toronto: The Willard T'ract Depository.)—This is
a clear and eatnest presentation of the premilicnnanan theury of the
Second Coming, by Rev. James Smith, Free Church nimster of
Dufftown, Scotland. It would be diflicult t» tind a moie condensed
or clearer statement of the views held by many good and devowt peu-
ple relating to the Second Advent.

Tur OLd AND New Testament Stuvenzt,  {anfond,
Conn.: The Student Publishing Cu.)--In additiun to pointed editor-
ials, the June wmber contains several valuable papers.  There is
one on *' The New German Revised Bible,” by Dr. Goodspeed,
Dr. Chatles F. Kent writes on * The Socialistic 1deas of Amos,”
and Dr. Rubinkam this time treats of Old Testament Study in Ger-
man Switzerland. ¢ Peter’s Early Teachings " 15 the utle of a paper
by Rev. Owen James. ‘T'here is much else in the present number of
great interest and value to the siudents of Sacced Seripture.

Tur most popular American poet now living s probably Will
Carleton, whose admirers are to be found wherever the Lnglish lan-
guage is spoken. The sccret of this populanty 1s duubtless 10 Le
found in tis adherence to the principle that there is no thought so
great that it cannot be resolved into clements casily understood by
the average human intellect. It should be th: work of a poet,”
he saye, ¢ not to make plain thought or lack of thought complex
and difticult of being understood, but to simplify and interpret nature
and art to his readers; not to produce a series of rhymed riddles
and enigmas, but epics, dramas or lyries such as the human race
can understand, enjoy, and use for their entertainment and instruc-
tion,” Mr. Caileton’s host of admirers will be gratified to learn that
Haspzr & Brothers have just teady for publication a2 new volume of
his poems, ** City Festivals,” the sixth and last of the beavufal and
popular Farm and City Series.

THE ENGLISH ILLUSTRATED Mauazine., (New York : Muace
millan & Co.)—For frontispiece the June namler gives a remark-
ably fine and well.executed portrait of the Barl of Rosebery, and
Henry W, ".ucy gives an admiralile keich of the able, accomplished
and populat Scottish nobleman. There is an illustrated paper by
“Vigilant ** of the Sporssman, who gives ** Recollections of Epsom
and the Detby.” **The Midland Raitway Locomotive Works at
Derby," by Chartles Henry Jones, 1s mteresting. Other papers are
* Dunster and its Castle,” finely illustrated ; ** Church Music and
Congregational  Singing,” by Hon. Edward [hesiger, C.H.;
** Candle Making," by Joseph Hattun, and a short story, * kven-
ing,” by Lady Lindsay. The serial story, a ¢ Deploralue Affur,'’
is continued, and E, J. Milliken glorifies certain English celebri-
ties ina poem entitled * A Pageant of Thames Poets.”

ArCADIA.  (Moatreal : 180 St. lames Street.)—This new musi-
cal, artistic and literary magazine is published twice a month, The
latest issue is well filled in its three departments. The papers de-
voted to music comprise an Ottawa leiter from Miss Lampman, her-
self 2 musician not unknown to fame ; an interesting article »n Ros
sini, translated from *‘La Scena Ilustra,” of Florencs, and was
signed by Lord Saunders, Kingston : a rondeau on Scarlatti, by D.
C. Scott, and other readable matter. A review of the more precious
objects n the Tempest bequest ; correspondence on art 1n London,
‘Torontu, etc, and a Sonnet by Sydney Dubell are the chief fea-
tures of the art division, and under the head of liuerature we have a
sonnet on the ** Sonnet by Sarepta ;" an anicle on *“ k. A, Free-
man,” by Dr. Adams, of Lennoxville 3 the cuntinuation of the ** La
Tour des Anges,” Table Talk;, Causerie, Boston Let'er, a poem,
* Ease," by tarriston T. Mouis, Philadelphia ; a further critirism
of Swinburne’s new tragedy, hterary notes and new baoks. Truly,
sixteen honest pages of good reading.

BiloGrAPHICAL SKETCH OF Davin Muwne Iowme, LL D,
F.R.S.E,, F.G.5, rtc. By His Daughter, G. M. [I. (Edin.
burgh : David Douglas.)—The subject of this intcresting and well-
wiitten biopraphy belonged to a class whose 1epresentatives are fast
passing away. The men who pursuc scientific study disinterestediy
and who desire to live useful and unubirusive fives are not now so
numerous as they used to be. In an age intenscly practical, men
have peither the time nor the inclinarion to pursue a life of scientific
study for its own sake, and to do good mainly because of & predom-
inant impulse. David Miloe lHome was a fine type of man, He
studied law with a view to entering that profession.  After prac isirg
for a time he devoted his attention to scientific pursuits, geolosy he.
ing a favourite study. In shis and in ceprate branches of sciennihe
study he achieved distinction, and obtained in connection therewith
several important appointments.  He was a_man of fiim moral prin-
ciple, and imbued with a deeply rteligious spirit, having taken an ac.
tive patt in the Distuption controversy. Ile was ever intent on do-.
ing ali he could to advance the welfare of those whose lot was cast in
adverse circumstances,  He was 2 man of lofty character, unswerving
integrity and devout in spirit, ever secking to perform the task
lying nearest to his hand. It igscarcely necessary to add that the
Liographes has done her work with cacellent taste and in a loving
spirit.  The petudal of her work acts like a moral tonic.



