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A T the Mkcthodis;t Ecumenscal Cauncil theroe
wore sorte rather cxciting scenes. In scv-

eral cf the rrports that appeared the diçturbanres
that occirred were cvidently madie the mnst of An
ecclesiastical brece i relished by snme and brings
pain and distress to oahers. People do flot take into
account that humnan nature requires a littie froc
play, and that allowances have occasionally ta bc
mrade. It is cicar that the high winds that carecred
through the council were duc to mnisunderstaradings.
Difféent modes of public proc.odure in Britain and
America were not tulîy understood. Hasty conclu-
sions were formed that insult cven wvas intended to
one of the gentlemen whe preqided. and the I hear,
hears " and "chair" of the English brethrcn ere
misinterpreted The brusque andi sturdy independ
ence of Mr. Atkinson, the English M.P., had a dis-
turbing effect. His self-assertion and bull-dog tena-
city iili no doubt be set doîvn ta insular stolidity
and indifference to any opinions save those enter-
tained by himself. Had those interludes been
omitted it would no doubt have been botter, but
the solid work donc ira the Conférence will speak
for itself.

FROM the fact that we have had a surfeit ofFpolitical scandais from Ottaw.a, the praceed-
ings of the Royal Commission now n session at
Quebec have nat attracted so great a deg ce of atten-
tion as was bestowed on the Ottawa reports. Then
it mnay be supposed that those in which Domnini-ssî
ministers and officiais were involveri were af wader
interest than those which are supposed only to affect
a province. But stealing s stealing whether froin
the Dominion or from a Provincial treasury. The
investigation now taking place in Qucbec is evi-
dcntly being conducted with great irness and im-
partiality under the presidency cf the judges who
have been appointed for the pur pose uf enquiring
inta the manifestly crooked operations in connec-
tian with Baie des Chaleurs Ralway. Enough
bas been brought out to show that advantage has
been taken to convert public funds tu very private
usce. Whatever conclusion iavaybc reached, it is
evidently high time for the Canadian people thraugh.
out the Dominion to insist that only honest men be
entrristed with the work of legisiation and thc ad-
ministration of public affairs. We have been too
tolerant of dishonesty.

HF tral of Professor Briggs, of Urtun .Sefnl-
T.nary; New York, charged %,.!th holding vicws
nt variance with tie standards Jf the Presbyterian
Church, takes place this week. It wtill be follotved
with keen interest not only by Presbyterians gener-
ally, but by many others besides. Not a few have
mnade up their minris aready on the grave questions
at issue. The keen discussions over the matter
already held have ta some extent made strang par-
tisans for and against the professor. It is needless
to say that ecclesiastical trials are almost always
conducted amnid too great intensity of feeling.
There is an apparent desire ti acquit, and an
equally eager desire ta condemn, one who is put on
bis defence for the viev.s lbc holds. The cry of lier-
esy is raised, and with possibly greater vehemence
the cry of heresy-hunting is started as a counter cry.
It is evident that the inflammatory state ofi mmd
aroused by warmth of feeling is the least favourable
to a calm and dispassionate consideration of the
great questions in.7cIved in a charge like that
brought against Professar Briggs. It is ta be re-i
gretted that when such questions are iorced upon
Church courts they cannot always be approached in
a sincere and earnest, truth-Ioving spirit, the only
consistent attitude that office- bearers in the Chiîstian
Church can rightly maiatain.

THE CANADA PRESBYTERIAN

POLICE authoritiet, have discovered that sarne
.&. one has been making Toronto the basis af a
most barciaced anid despicable stvindling oporation
The sharpcr has been pretending to soli tickets forthe
Louisiana Lottery. It is evident fromi the number
of letters reccivcd at the post-officc addrcssed ta the
swindling aperator that therc arc numbors hore in
Canada whose love of ill.gotten gain nt only' gels
the botter 'A their boncsty, but cven of their ordin-
ary c-,nttion.scnse. VVhon such things occur it is
usual to demand that dihe lavs for the protection of
the univ0ry should bc made' more stringo.ît. The
law shou'ld certainly be sufficiontly cîcar and
explicit an-1 so easy af application that mon who
proy on the cr-ýdulity and wcakncss af the people
should not lot-aable to escape througlî its meshes,
but the iceling of pity for the victimis ai shrewd
raparity is tempcrcd by the considoration that the
dupes should havc knawn botter. The iact that
thry responded so readily ta the alluremerats af the
sharper, tcmpts many w~ho arc not cynmcs ta say
" serve thom riglit." It is a mattor for dcop con-
cern that there should bc sa many w1ho arc pre-
pareri to disrcgard the divine Iaw as cmbodied in
the cighth commanriment.

TT is wvorthy ai observation that not a few af the
lprominent men wlics have Icit thc Roman

Catholic communion are strongly opposed ta papal
interfore.ncc in the politicat affairs cof States. They
evidently know %what lies behind the vehement de.
sire ai the Roman Catholtc authorities ta meddle in
the secular affairs nf nations. And yet it is no
secret that the Romani Catholic Church desires ta
contrai oducation and legislation chiefly because by
that means it hopes ta regain the ascendancy from
which it was drivens by the Reformation. The
dlesigna is visionary. A spiritual arganization is anc
ai greater powver and influen,ýe than anc that em-
brouls itself with the shifting interests af political
exigencies. Dr. McGlynn said recently: Are the
American peaple entirelv wrong ina maintaining that
prejudice against a Catholic ? I say, No. And he
gives as anc reascan that Monsignor Preston stateri
i .n a speech tva years ago that we must take aur
politics from the Pope as %voit as aur re' iou Dr.
McGlynn shows whcrein this is a rea;onable dis-
trust. There is this feeling. he çayq that on' a
pinch, somehotv they would nnt be sudf true Ameni.
cans as if they were tint Catiiolics Tt il because af
thas constant effort or eccle-iastical politicians ta
aggrandize their temporal power. They fear the
politics ai the Pope They would sooner have the
sturdy son ai a Prcsbyterian minister, like Graver
Cleveland. And they îvould sooner have a man
l!ke Benjamin Harrison, about the blucness of whosc
Presbytenianism thcy have not much doubt. than ta
have a Latholac President, ai whom they would feel
they had reason ta fear, that, ina some way or othen,
he would be bewîrched by messages from the Pa~pe
Ille American people possiblv would rn-i ohjocît ta
a President %..ose religion v;is Romnan 0athntic. but
they wauld most strenuouïly abject ta being ruled by
a toreigner. e-specially if that foreigner is the Roman
Pontif who arrogantly claims ta radie ail nations.

A T the pening aif the iession ai the McCormick
Theological Seminary, Chicago, Dr. Henrick

Johrson de.1cred the inaugural address. It is
replete %,.th guud suund so>iad sense. Hie dascourseri
on Theulugical Narruwness and on Theological
Broadness. In these days ai extremes it takes a
wise man ta hold the balances even. Dr. Johnson
said many gaod things an bath tapics. Here is
what he says on thc former .

The field of îhcology is broad. In the treatment of its
transcendent ihemnes, the exactoess of science is impossible.
We can compel conclusions su mathemnatics when once aur
Iermsl are understaod. But as ta many of the in6o:ite reaches
of truths in the Christian Scriptures, Ilwc sce through a glass
darkly." Conceroîig the fundamental evangelicai truths
vital ta salvation, the Christian warld is pretty much agreed
The essental doctrines he that ruos may read. God bas
not 1efR even the lame, thehait, the bhond, the impotent. the
imbecile, in any uncertinty as to what ihey must do to be
saved. But nut;ide these indisptosahe dostrines are sy...ems
of truth, about wbose Scripturaloess equally god men and
equaliv able men radically differ. You will hear something of
these systenis, and you will be taugbt ibat only ane of therit
bas Scriptural warrant. For ibis Semîuary intensely
believes in, and ttaches as the Word of God, the systein cf
truth commoniy known as tht Reformed or Calvinistic sys-
teni. 0ur Cburcb bas embodied this system hin ber Ccafes
sien ci Faith, as inost uearly expressing the mind of God
rbvealed in His Word.

But ne buman systeai will prebab!v ever campass the
whole of revealed trutta. And there are neights and deptbs
of truth ihat baffle logic. inficitits, that on tbtîr face invalve
that prafoundest mysteries, cannat be put au logical fauite
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fanm with tht absolaîte as§urance that that trm contains
the truth. the whole truth, and notbing but tht truîh.

Whito the Icarnecr Doctor warns agaînst the cramp.
ing.consequencos ai narrownoss of theological vision,he aso holc's that there may be a brcadth that ends
in aimlcss indcflniteness-, Sa hoepnocceds.-

The broadness that lets dawu ail bars, that believes in a
Gospel of sweetntss and light only, that thinkus %incai be
traosfarmed by a luliaby, that calis "llove"Ililthe Rrcatest
thang in the world,*' and that as heard cryiogz in the syna.
gogutes and i the corners cf tht streets, 1 Gavt us itss cf cal.
vin and more of Christ," enters widcly ino the spirit cf the
times, and takes ou evcry allung guise te înany a studtz,
now on bis way ta the r'ionistrV. But a broadness that em.
braces cvcrvthiog, and leaves us ne dcflnitcness of belief and
ne postvcuess of conviction. is infidel ta trutb. Truthi 's
large,but trutli as mainly deflnite. Christ without îruth as aphautoni Christ. Tht Sou cf God and tht Truth of Ccdte
one. 1bade away the distinctivenensscf truth, and yoi puît
Christ ini shadow The vivid outlino is wanting that t
siuce Paul has given birtl te the avowal, Il1 know wham 1
have believedl" A bold. brave, confident faill i i a detinite
faîîh.

This Semicarv stands far ne breadth that cannot pur i'hel
in detinîte foan for tremeudous bearîng on witt anud heva
The breadth ci Presbytcrianism ais that i unchurchcs un
Christian, and unfrocks no minister. But i bas a defanîte
tbealogy te teach, antI ihat theology is Calvinistic. We be.
he ve in tht Calvinistie theoiagy, because it mare nearly ex-
presses than anything formulated in human language whit wt
believe as the mind of God in the Scripturcs. And tht beli
as knowo by is fruits. Impalpable and shadawy souls are not
bornaof il. Tht men it has faihioned are the men o! 'ton
nerve, ofcixeîcd conviction, of deathless courage, roed as the
aaks.

Sa, while I warn yen agaiost tht peral of a n. rowness
that wc'utd nake yeu bigots, 1 warn yot aaise against the tttr
cf a broadness that wauld empty yeur seuls cf coviction and
vour lives of victory. Tht hernes of a heavtniv commission
know what îhéy believe. Only get your koowledge baihed go
the spirit et Christ's Cross and passion, se that you watt look
out cf His cyes at men who de net believe as yoî.s do. ands
then tht postveuess and tht definiteness ef your convictionsa
will ne ne bar, but a belp te a widz cffertaveness.

THE ITAI2IANS AND THE POPE.

T HE Papacy evidently ciings tc, the power of
the keyq It desires ta hz.ve t.,e contrai of

bath worlds and aspires ta supreme au-honiry in
relation ta heaven and carth. It dlairrs ta open and
close the gres o. purgatary at discietion. It as per.
mitteri without chack ta fulminate --xcommunaca-
tinns against aIl who incuar its disp:easure, and nts
supreme head dlaimis to preside aver the Church- as
God's vice-gerant on earth. In that capacity the
Pape can pronounce with infallibility tvhat is ta be
beliived and îvhat rejccted. Erring rnortal thouah
hie bel ina virtue of his office he dlaims the power ta
decree dogmas ai if they were divine and that no
man may dare question. How many intelligent
Roman Catholics candidly in their hearts believe in
so monstraus an assumption ? The ablest men an
attendance at the Vatican Council afi 870 fought
strenuouqly agains;t the enactment ai the papal an.
fallibility dngnia, but they avere ovcrbarne, suinc ua
theni yieiding ta %vhat they deerned the inevitabie,
but the le. Dr Diillinger coulri neither be coerced
non concussed, and tlt.- learned professor was excuan-
municated for no other crime than rcfusing to ac.
quiesce ina what he could not believe.

In spiritual mattens the Papacy takes the lofti-
est gnound, but if the so.callcd interviews wth lead.
ing dignitaries who are supposed ta partacapate in
the Vatican counscîs are ta bc believed, the Hou,
Church is nel averse ta the emplovment ai means
knûwn ta mundane politacians for thc purpose ni
disseminating vi -s they wash ta ho publiciy be-
lieved. An instance af this appeared an the daiiy
press last week, showing that there is a willinngncss
ta utilize existing means by which outsîde puuiic
opinion can 't. influenced. Cardinal Lavîgerie's
efforts ta turra clerical opinion ina France fnom the
attitude ai reactionary hostiiity inta anc ai faveur
for the republic wvas expected ta redound ta the
intert--ts ai the Papacy. The papal encyclical an
the labour question wa.s also expected ta have thc
sanie efTect. In connectien wtah this the pilgnimage
deputations of numerous bodies ai French wnrking-
men ta Rame, it was thought, wauld have an excel-
lent effect ina turnîng popular feeling in favour ai the
Church and would lakewise impness young Italy
with the belief that it îvould bc paliti, ta stay its
hand. Ail seemed ta work well until th,! untoward
episode at the Pantheon accurred. The result ai
that foolish escapade raised a commation that aston-
ished ail interested and ali who looked on. It îs
clear that the Guria has seen much sagnaficance in L
camparatively trivial eveart that bas led ta great
resulîs and nuay lead ta others ai stili greaten
importance. It led ta an unexpected autburst ai
popular feeling. It has put an abrupt ternuination


