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prayer meeting, Sabbatît sehool, Bible cliss, the ornament af
a nmeck and quiet spirit, the doing juttice and Ieving mercy
and waikisig huimbly witlt Gcd is hecoming aitogether tao
commomiplace and humdrun for us. WVa do business ut rail.
road speed nowvadays, and %ve must Ilwork at " religion unte
sanie fashion. Mach ai aur work is ai such a character titat
it wouid be bard tapick aflaw un t-from titeaulside. ilhave
no doubt ci that. Nestther have 1 any doabt that Lziali
thought ha ivas dong a pratsewvorthy thtng when lite put out
his band ta steady tue ark. David, 'va are told, tvas angry at
the Lard's judgment on Uzzait; and doubtlcss mnuny gocd
men tn aur day wvoaid Le angry, did anyane queston the
soundness of the IIwork " whtclt they supervise and sttmiulate.
But, leok veu, nîy broters, Dietrephes and Jezebel are not
develaped in a day ; non docsc the devtl aiten undertake ta
drive bis wedges buttend forcmost. Ha is aider titan you
are, and knowvs a great deai mare abomut htnian nature.

Tamn ta the minutes af the Iast Gencrai Assenîbiy, and sec
what the Synod of Hamilton and Landau, and the System'ttic
lenericcnce Committea have ta say about the varieus schemes
and dadges for money raising and ather IlChtristian work Il-
suclt as tia pramoting of a Ilsocial feeling " in cangregatiotîs

Probabiy they arc speiking of these things in flie more
advanced stages of titeir develapunient ; Lbt don't tey ail
growv frem tite sanie moot ?

Now these 'vords a! aur Presbytenmun btshaps are wvords a!
trutb and soherness. But, burted as tbey are inthiestrai
type of the minutes, how mtîach influence have thcy mu mouldtug
thought and action in aur congregatians ? Look abiraad and
secei

Vas, aur ishops are goad nmen, 'vell fitted ta heur raie.;
bat 'va give thern smaii chance ta get their wnrk in. Thcy go
ta Halifax and pass resalutions, and Diotrephes aud Jezebel
(inposse and in esse) go îight on in absolute ignorance af the
existence oi these deliverances ; or if they hear sonte round-
about version ai thcmn, snap their l'tngers aud say that the

ishops are quite welcomne ta-go te Haliax ! The "'strong
armit" ai wbich yen speak, exists, ai course,; Lut you know the
story af the littie girl who 'vas asked, \Vas ber father a Chris-
tion ? Il Ys, sir," sIte said ; Ilbut Ie's not vorking ut it
mach." Our strong arm is tied tip, and Miten the actuating
farce is stroug enougli ta Lurst the lashings, other titings are
apt ta get smashed aise.

In his last book, Professer Bryce marks, as an Antenîcan
characteristic, the generai refusai ta accept any tian as
autbority upon niatters ai opinion. Thms spirit s good ap ta
a certain point. But wvben Miss Etghteen and MNr. Tventy
snap their fingers at such mean as Vou nania-vhan those just
enteing upan the Christian life, or jast professing ta enter
apon it, Iaugh te scamu thae eperîence cf their eiders n
sprtaal thtngs, xhat s ta Le doncauboat itt e atd a gentle-
man ta me the other day, "The average minster knows that
he, must consent ta these innovations or leave." Just so, and
the average Board cf Managers 'iii tell yaa that yoa 'vîli lose
n nambers and revenue i you resist titern ; and the average

Session wmllinet see its way to interère. Vet sve nre net Con-
gregationalists; we are Presbytermans, tvth a grand systatu ai
strang armed church governiment ! But wbMi can be donc
with the innovtors? If shey professed taLe btter tbi.;,their
neighboars, we cauid get at themn ; Lut they don't. They
stmply want ta "lput some lite into the thng"Ilaud I"get the
yaung people interested"I and "lru the Charch in good
shape." Cake and: comnic rcadmngs, tea and "classîcal "
mutsic are arnoug the milder means. A Ilgoad ime I and the
maney for a uew organ or saime other attractive iuxury, the

*more common ends.
Do not imagine that I arn in love with the ",Holiness

people. 1 have ne personai knowledge ai iacts or persons iu
* the Gait case ; but my axperience oi others who hoid these

ideas is distirtctiy disenchanting. StilI, s t not rather a queer
position that uny grouud shoald Le given for an assertion that
'va excommanîcate people for being tao good, wvhile practices
whiclt aur own Suprertue Court candemus are openiy in-
duiged in-are encaaraged Ly many pastors and officers.

Mauy deplara these things. Many soahi Le wlling ta
take ail the risks (I speak as a nman) whuch might ha involvcd
in settmng in motion the "stroug artu" for their sup-
pression, coutld they but find a point apon wihch ta rest
their lever. But, unlass the evil bas ru ta extrema lengths,
thera does noL appaar ta Le any sucb point. And even if there
'vare, is not prevention Ltter than cure? Faith should sec no
isk, dread no pain in the rigiting aifxrng ; Lut wvby not

cudeavour ta prevent tha wrong ?
lis thera anythiug ta prevent the Assembly sending down

to-Seýsions-jointly with a rnging pastaral on Systemtic
Giving (or Systematic Payirtgas 15 vas hetter Put bY a minis-
ter near you lately-a very strong protest against monay-
ri .sing by other than distnctly Scriptural meuns, and against
the using ai churches for other than distinctly religiaus meet-
ings ? Many Sassions need jast about that amoant ai sturcb
in their viertebra, and there are few cangregations inu wich a
direct,lemphatic message of that sort woald not affect a sala-r
tury quickauing ai sleepy consciences.

A stock argument in faveur af these innovations bas beau
aboyealahuded ta-many ivould leava the Cbarch, we are told,
if ihey 'vere sappressed. 1 do nat Lelieve that ' vo.wuld
sufer mateiaiiy in tuera counit af nases, and I arn qaite sure
that any sbrinkage waald sean ba made ap. But suppose 'va
did lose bh aur members and tbree-fourths ai aur adher-
ets-what then? The shrnkage in Gideon's nrMy wývas far
mare than thiat. Out cougregations migbt La smallr ; Lut the
Cburch wald Le larger, and far, fan siri uger, N .C.
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IL may bue hought that education bas now inado euch
progrcss autong un that it je no longer pecssary to
llteist upon the, importance of reading or ta givo suggestions
as taete books which i totildlie rend or the ntanner of
r -ading thomi. We arc fnot quito sure that thie opinion in
weil founded. It in quite trco that niost people arc now
capable of reading books ini their own language. IL ia
aise truc that a considscrable inîajority of thoso wha arc
aible ta rend do rend sometbing. But thora in etili a vaet
number of poreon -f-lot ut. ail badly oducated -who rend

hardly anything at ail ; and thecin a number as large,
pt'rhaps larger, of persoue wiîose rendit.: m nust bc so unpro
fitable that perhaps tbav lhad botter unt read at ail. Indeed,
thora in a conflict of opinion on this yery point, men of
quai eininence .taking ditreront sides ; somne holding titat
iL mxattors littie what a mian rends wîîon lie reads, lpro-
viding only titat lie geLs th.o habit of reading an)-how,
isince, the habit onca formed, oievii certainly, in tLime,
oschaew ta cvii and cîtoosa te good. Others again,
utotabiy ,Nr. Carlyle and MNr. Frederic Harrison, ara vory
earnest in p~rotesting tliat bad books are %vorso tItan
:totliing,flinttheLite atît ho la rending nmare orthless or
hurtfui books %wobid (I0 very mnuclh baLLer ta lot books
alono altogether.

It in of smaIl importancé, ta adjust te balance betweeti
thnse opposiitg viepvn. The utility of reading je so generally
recognized that, even if it iu ahused, Lucre in littie hope of
iLs bing abandozcd. Without reading and study mon
cannot gain knowlcdgc, carnnot becomoe learned or cuIl.
vated in any full sensno o thoso words. IL in therefore
more to the purpose Lo ofFor soute guidance ta the reader,
for people will rendl, titan La tell thoso who are rcading
aiis to desi8t, which tltey ili be littIa likely La dIo.
With regard ta the clansaof subjocts whicli ara profitable
for rending, w nmi "lt say at once tat ail are profitable, if
only thecy are aken in their propar proportions. It in Lon
late in te day to prolibit the reading of ficion and
poctry and te draina, IL uîay be ail vory wvell for titase
wvlo are situt up lintt coieter, or wlto are living by
ruie umder somio definitc autlîority, ta renounce anything
wbich le forbidden La ham. Obedienco of thiB kind ntay
lio a very good hing, espocitiily if iL koops people La thoir
awn chosen and appoittte<l work. But te xtan wha tols
ordinary people, «"livintg lu theovorld," that they shallfnot
rend fiction, ntay as woIl tell the wind not La blow.
l3esides, lie camnot possibly Lc consistent. Thte most
sovore prohibitionist in tItis Uine ould read and recommond
the Pilyrini's Pro grv's., which je fiction. And the same
may peritaps ho sid of nxnny Scripture parabies. WVo
say «"pprhaps,"' because Arclibishop Trenchi suggosts, and
many pprsans helieve, titat the parabies of the Gospels, or
saute of theat, are true stane.

But, aithoughi we cannot hope or desiro to stop te
reading of fiction, 've may do sometiting to regulate iL and
ta restrain it. One who reads nothing but liglht litera-
ture je as certainly ruining hie literary digestion as
one wvho ate nothing but pastry wotld ho ruining his
atomach. If any one sltould flnd iL impossible ta read
a volume o! hietory, or a play o! Shakespeare, or a book
o! ParaZi.se Lost, or a play of Water Scott's ithout
toil and woniness, thon sucli an anc had Letton eall a hiait
'vithout delay,and subject himsel! te a process of self.
exainination. It wili ho weil, ln such a case, te break off
the reading of novels ut once, and begin the eff'ort te rend
sometbing elso, aking perhaps a littieaut a Lime, until bis
poWers arc confirmod, juet as an invalid ia permitd te
return ta his fuil diet anly by slow degree8.

If,,howevor, it in a matter of strict necessity and o!
duty La aur owvn inteiiectuai nature te limit aur reading of
fiction and ight literaturo gecrally, it in stili more abli-
gatory upon us ta avoid all corrupting literature. And
wa are apt La mako uistakes on this suhject. It ie quito
easy ta say of certain books that hey are fiitity, and it la
neot difficult ta Lring te censor down upon their publislters.
But those books are sldant the 'vorst. A book o! this
kinil wUa suppressed te othor day in England, and iLs
publisher 'vas fined. Yet an eminent litcrary man
remarked, with perfect truth, taL the bock 'vas no more
demoraiizing than an open sower would bo; iL 'vas simxply
sickoning and disgusting. The books o! thia kind wiîich
are most misehievous are thoseofo which it je impossible ta
prohibit the circulation. Every one muet Lako care of
himiecîf, and, as fan as possible, o! those whom ho can
influence.

It 'vas rcmarked by tho late Lord Lytton te the present
writer tat, lu literatura we should rend Lhe eIder booke,
and lu science tito new." There iana great need for this
caution ini regard to the latter class; hut the importance
of the other portion of the caunsel le imperfectly re'tognizetl.
Of ceurse, it 'vas nlot the intention of sa eminent a wviter
ta interdict the reading o! new books. In that. case hie
awn occupation wouid have been gona ; and such a piece
of advice would have exposcd iLs author te the laeh of
Hlorace, as 'applicable lu aur own imes, as in hie. But
we ara certainly justified in holding that tho man or
,;iorna who can find na pleasuro in books, unless they are
o! tho aephemeral type; bas no praper appreciation o! litera.
ttira at ail. And thie in truc o! a great many of aur
iodern rendors.

-The hooks which aught ta e li every gentleman'e
library," as-some ance arcnsticaily called thetn, are tue,
often llowed te reat -on their sheives, whilet the booke
which wilinevor find a permanent resting. place ini any
library are often eagerly devoured. We nuaylas 'veli make
up.aur mmnd, as ýMn. Frcderic Hlarrisonbas IaLey. warned
us, lu bis excellent essay on the "lChoice of, Books," that%

if titis le' ail that aur reading anitunts ta, 'va ara lu a very
Lad way *indeed. If we cannot* rend Shakespeare and
-Miltont and Scott 'vithout weariness, thon wve muet renlly
give up pretending ta La educatcd people. Anidtera ara
inany persone 'vIo cannot read a play of Shakespeare or
a novai of Water Scots without 'vearinees, arnat ail 1

It ie sontothing tat thense things ehouldêbe already saîd
andi board , bocause a great nxany persane are under the
quito false impression that te more fact o! Lueir dovouring
quantities o! eplitenerai noveasproves thoantoLahoereadors o!
certain litorary pretensiotte, if net also etudenta. Tîteso
falso utotiotts nay niat Ledi8seipated ut once or vary wvidcly.
But if onlyooe ra ani tîtere wiîi uake te rosolvo La
adjuet tho proportions a! tîteir ronding in a more satisfactary
ntannor, the influence will sprcad, and tae roforniatian
Nviii ut louat tave licou hogun.

It ie boyotd te purpose o!fteso brie! and straggling
ntotes aititor ta coneiden the whale subject of rcading lu any.
thing liko a comtplote ntancer, or ta suggest a collectiont o!
books wîtich unec vorLiîy o! bingread, antd 'vîiclitauglit
La ha rend by ail who aspira to iiterary cultivation. To a
great cxtemtt enta guidance 'viii Le found lunte papiers o!
Mr. Fredenie Hlarrisont and Sir John Lubbock, tîte latter
o! whoîtt lins given ahit o!f wial ite regards as te tuudred
cet books. Wu ntay, however, suggeet a way of beginning

La those wha Itave liad littie guidance lunttis business o!
rendin-' and may Le giadtLabha itelipad juta botter ways.

First of ail, thon, tera ara Esglisit classies witicb are
acknowlvedged by ail caunpotent persane La have a positiomn
beyond the range of eiticient. And witit tte 'vanks o!
teue, or some considerable part o!ftaent, it le the duty o!

ail wvlu aspire ta ho oducatod mon and wouîxcn ta Le acquain-
tel. Wuenamo, an t moe areplea, Shakespeare,, Milton,
anti Scott. Porliaps noue couid be namted greatar titan
ttese, mltough wa ara awarc thati by saute porsons Chaucer
aud Spensýr ara pre!arredod %Lilton. In Frencît literatura,
thora are Corneille, Racina, Molièe; in prose, Bossuct'e
Histoire Universelle, Pitscai's Provincial Letters and
)>en.seés. Imn Genmnan, tera le Goetite's Faust and irer.
mnanit end Dorothea, SchilIer's llilltelm fPell, Loseing's
Natliait der Inse l Itaiian, Dante, to go no further.
Iu Spanisb, Don Quixote and the piays of Caideron ;
and Engliih rendors ntay bc rccoutmonded ta Arch-
bishap 'rrench's adirable littla volume on that whicli
ie te principal play of titis SpanislitShtakespeare,
nmnoly, Life is a Dreamn. Thero ara good translations
o! ntost foreigu 'vonke whiclitare wortb au English
dres, and thoso 'vio are unabia ta rend the originale
shculd hava recourse La thant. As exatuples niay be mon.
tioned, tlie.oxcelent translation o£ Faust by Bayard Taylor,
and o! Dante those o! Cary and Longfellow. WVth regard
La classical authons, Ramer and Viri for instance, tera
are many very good Lr. .nsiations, and of late same excellent
rendeninga lu prose have been publised Ly entinent, Cati.
bridge soitolars. Probably these translations wil giva an
E ngliali reader Lhe heat notion o! the originale. Many
liowover wili coninue ta prefer utetrical rendenings.
Pop's Hamer wili always ha poptîlar, and Cliapntan's 'iii
Le vaiued Ly thoso wbo appreciata stremigth and force.
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An American contemporary furnishos sama interesting
ttemAà concerning the systent pursued at the, Elmira Re-
!ormatory, in whiclx the experiment hbe icouin progresa
for noms years of using prison confinement as au oppor-
unity of conferning educational advantages art the iimates.

The littIe book o! some bundred pages as hîch sots forth
the resuits o! the aystem la printad by the pisaners thoat.
sol vos. Only sucb cauviots ara sont ta the institution as
htave nover heen iu a etate-prison hefore. Titey are sou-

euced ta an indefluite termi subjeet ta the discretion o! the
Lourd o! managers, but eau flot Le detained beyomtd the
maximum period for wbich they might have beon ln-
carconated under the law. Fan burglary, e.g., man may be
kept lu Elmira for ton years, but naL langer; but if te
supeintendont helieves that a pnisouer, front bis record,
'vili iead an bancaL lifeou discitarge, hae may bc allowed La
go free at any time af ter anc year. To obtain bis reose
lite must geL a perfect record in Lbree brancies-for good
conduct, zeal, efllciancy as a 'vonkmnan, 4,;nd praficioncy and
diligelice'naa cholar. In thin latter field is found the dis.-

inguisiting charactenistie o! the Elulira eystom. It is, lu
facti a echool for convicts, and the resuits are aanprisifig.
On tha aaverage, IL la said, 60 per cent. o! the convicts
roleàsed front other prisons flnd their way baek, but thus
far 80 per cent, o! the discitarges from the Elmina Rofornt.
atary during the eigltt yeane the expeiment has been cou-
tiuuied ara hclieved ta Le permanent reformuLtions. Every
improvament litas becu intraduced tut inconsieteut with
proper discipline, iooking ta, the beaith and weil.being o!
convicts. The axpenience a! those eîugaged lanttis humani.

arian work la oppased ta the view that intelloctual devel-
apment ineceases the capacity for wrong-doing. By an-
fonced study tha anergies formerly ernployed in criminality
séem divanted taward more praisewortby pursuits. IL la
fourud, bawavar, that aven the so.caiîed intelligent criminal
appears mentally deficient as eoan as ha passes out of the
groove in which ho has beon, aecutstaraed ta exorcise his
cunning, sa that it ile-no easy task ta broaden bisviaws »Of
the aima and dutiesof ife, and thus qualiiy binasaîf for
accupying a useful place in* saciety. The experimeut
appears ta us ta o 'vaeliworthy o! cousideration by social
reformera, and- by ail wbo deire tbat penai inflictions
should a cmudesuheervieut torefarmatory resulta incar
criminal popuation.-rLondon Lrncet,


