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UAUSUAL pressure oo our space necesshtates the
reluctant omission ¢f a variety of matter for which
roomn cannot be found this weele

THE closing ceremony in connection with the Wo-
man's New Medical College, will take place In the
theztre of the Normal School on the afternoon of
next Friday, 18th last,, at three o'clock, The Came-
ron Scholarship will be awarded.

A CERTAIN class of so-called temperance men bhave
a marked weakness for temperance laws, Thelr
remedy for all the ills of the liqaor traffic 1s legislation.
‘They seem to think that men can be iczislated ount of
vice and into virtte. Now the fact 1s that Ontario
has temperance laws qaite abreast with the seatiment
of the peoplo If not ahead of it. The amendmenis
mads to the Crooks Ast last gession puts Prohibitlon
within the reach of every polliog dinision in a town or
city. Sub-section 16 of section 4 provides that:—

No license shall be granted to any applicant for premises
nt. then under license, or shall be erred to such prem.
L.+ i a majority of the persons duly qualified to wote ss
:ieeck&ngi i‘!;‘ gx'eexxl;;gdlvi;lion n‘tman df:um‘:? ‘{or a ‘g:eznbet of

m oD 8 gtcmds
hereinbefore set forth, ory :p:y such Eronnds. o B
Now observe that the electors of any sub-division
can, by petitlon, absolutely {prevent the grantlng or
transfer of a license. When that petition is signed,
attested xnd presented to the lLicense commissioners
the work is done, No license can then bs {ssced.
The commissioners have no discretionary power in
the matter. Now what more do people want in the
way of law,

THE Trustees of the Presbyterian Hospital in Phil.
adelpnia were ofiered the proceeds of a charity ball
not long ago, the amount being the bandsome sum of
$2,500. They promptly bat very courteocusly declined
the offer. Of corrse there was the usual amount of
criticlsm. any approved - ¢ the course pursued and
scme thought it narrow and uawise, Therespectable
press supported the trustees ; the * satanic” press of
course denounced them. One journal, not by any
means Puritanic in its motives, made the very sen-
sible observation that “ It is not the refusal, but the
acceptance of questionadbly eamed morey that (s in.
juring the American churches and weakening their
hold on the American people.” The bospital, how.
ever. did not suffer by she refuszl. A solid Pennsyl-
vania Presbytenan wrs watching tae case from his
qulct boms in the rountry and ths moment the
trustees refused he sent them his cheque for §3,000,

- $2,500 ws lieu of the sam refused, and $500 asa re-
coguition of the adherence of the rustees to principls
in refusicg the vroreeds of the ball. Here ls alesson
for .~—gregations that ass yaesuonably eamed money
for waaying on congragattonal wo'k. 1if they reso-
lutely shut down ob such operations the money would
come in the right way as i did in Philadelphia. Lne
thing is certaln—that which mpjures a congregation
spintaally «ill wjure it financially in theend. And
the end in such cases comes soon.

Tt anentior of the public has lately been calied
to ‘e unneces’ ury expense that is often incarred at
funeruds. TP sams subject Is jbelng discussed by
many of theaeligious jonrnals across tha ne, The
discussion does not come any 00 soon. It is well
known that ciany people of limited means seriously
embarazs themselves by faceral expenses that might
very well avoided be if we bed 2 sound public oplnien
onthasubject. Theunpecessary expenses incurred at
the funeral of tho bead of a family would often suppont

tho widow and fatherlesschildren for months, Atthe
very time that they most require to bagconomicalthey
are compelled by senseless custom to expsad an
amonnt that everybody knows thay cannot afford.
The living suffer becausn custom says the dead should
be butled in a certaln way, The motlve which
prompts the expeaditure may bo pralsworthy, but the
family sufferall the same, and prrbaps incura debt
that {t may take months of pinching to pay. Any re-
form must begin with people of means end position.
So loag as the comparatively poor seo wealthier
neighbours expend large sums in burylsg thelr dead
they will follow the example set before them. They
do so lest it might be thought that they do not show
& much respect for deceased relatives asg is shewn by
the rich, Who can blame them? Tbae sich might
confer a real beefit on thelr legs favoured neighbours
by cutting down such expenses &8 iar as decency and
propriety allow. A real benefit it would certainly be,

TR subjecr of funeral reform ralses another ques-
tion which we are glad to see discussed in many of
our exchanges. It is this: is a mloister under sny
obligations to attend ths {unemls of persons who hava
not been connested with his congregation and wb- 32
friends may have no Church connections whatever,
though perhap llving nodia tho very eaves of a place
of worship? However people live they all beliove in
Christian burial, and the most careless, godless mea
in any community rarely bave any hesitation in ask-
ing 8 miniater to bury thelr relatives, Thoy never
attend his church and probably sever intend to : thev
pever contribute & fanthing to the support of his cone
gregation and would not do so if asked. And yet
they quits confidently ask the minister to leave his
work to attend A funeral and probably expect him to
hire kis own conveyance. They do not belisve In
reading the Scriptures and prayer at any other tims
but they must ~ave 3 service at that particular time,
Now a minister is under no more obligation to do that
work than he is to do any other kind of work for stran.
gers. Itisno part of his daty. Not only $0, he may have
to neglect some of his duties to his congregationtodo
this work for those who hava no claim upon his ser-
vices. Ministers aro often forced to attend such fun.
erals simply becanse they do not like to refuss when
those who make the unreasonable and eften unjust
demand have a corpse In their house. Ministers in
the country are often compelled to travel many miles
and spend 2 whole day i, attending such funerals and
are often expected to ,.reach a funeral sermon. If
they refuse & cry is st once raised and they are de.
nounced as unfeeling and onnelghbourly. Now why
in the name of common sense should a minister be ex-
pected to do this work, and do it quite often for people
whose influence is ofien wielded against his work,
Commoa decency requires that he shonld at least be
remunerated.

THE WOMAN'S FOREIGN MISSIONARY
SOCIETY.

NF of the healthies! signs of Christlaniry atthe pres-
ent time Is the growing interest in themissionary
enterprize.  Every section of the Evangelical Church
iz toking 2 more or less ~ctive part In the work of
sprezding the Gospel! in foreign lands, not as is too
often represented in heartless ca  ature, to the ex-
clusion of active effort among neglected clasies at
home New fields are op2oing ap everywhere for tho
labours of the nissionary and for various farms of
Christian activity, older fields, whare there bas been
sawing in tears, are becoming more hopeful and
encouraging. ‘The great success attending muissionary
effort in India, China and Japan is not anly & cheer-
ing fact for thouo interested in tu2 exteasion of the
Gospel, but an sdded call t~ the churches fo: Increased
ensrgy and a growing devotloa to the work to which
thoy ars especially eallad,

The crganization of the Woman’s Forelgn Mission.
ary Soclsty has fully jostified itself. If any regarded
it a5 itr, Srat formation with coldness or indifference,
thers 1s now 0o yoom for any cther feeling than that
of fervent gratitude for ths important wozk which
Guring the eight years of its existence Kk has beea en.
abled to accomplsh, The zctual results ars in them.
n2lves great, It has been froitful of blessing to all
coanected with it to those n Chizg, Indls, and the
Wont *Vest, who kave boen bensfited by its efions
The hearts of deeoted men and wamen io tho mission
ficlds havo been cheeed by lbe increasing intevest

taken {n the work they are dolng. The members o
tha varlons auxiliaries bave reaped important spizitnal
blessings from taels active pasticipstion la ons of the
most important spheres of Christlan actlvity. The
churckes bava been {nclied to takaa desper and more
practical Interer¢ In Christlan missions than they kave
aver yet done,

The history of this the latest developmeat of mls.
stonary consecration and ~cal has been one of steady
“and unipterrupted progression.  Every yeas bas seen
an advance In numbers, contzibutions, and good work
accomplished. The meetiogs et Hamilton 12t week
wero the most sucresaful yet beld, A larger numbes
attended than at any previous gathasriog. There wets
over threo handred ielev,ates In attendance.

From ths 1ccretary’s report the following facts aro
gleansd :—

Life Members, 16; ordiaary members (as faras reported),
2,518, of thesa ﬁo are members of the General Y3
Presbyterial 8 .cleties, 63 Auxil Socieuoegksg é Mission
Bands, 16; coptributed by auxiliarles, $6, 3 ooatri.
buted by mission bands, $1,285 723 contribated from all

sources, $7,656 63.
The “;53&’5 bas this year provided for the erection of «

Elrh' school In Formosa the sum of $3,000. The build
situated near Oxford Tollege, Tsmsut, The m

used Is cut atone. It was completed and opened last Janu.
ary. The soclety also supports three ludy missionaties at
Indore, Central India, and contributes towards the maia.
t‘?‘:tce of schools for Indian childten tn the Casadiian Nonth.

Gratlfying a3 is the bistory an;‘srtscnt position of
this movement, much greater results may be conf.
deotly expected, and that too, in the Immediate future.
ttio as yet only in Its Infxncy. It seems destlned to
advancs with accelerated speed. It will not be long
till every congregation of any size will have its auxill-
ary fully organized and In active operation. There!s
zeal, devotion, and tact sofficient In every congragation
to make these organizations, healthful and energizing
centres of missionary activity. These are the main
qualifications reqeired to make them efficient. ‘The
postessioa of these qualifies has, under the divine
blessing, made tke society the success it is to-day.
From theso centres will go forth throughout the con.
gregations, a stirring influence on the inertia that
exists in every church. Thero will be a large develop:
mest of the missionary spirit. A keener interest will
be fz1t in the progress of Christlan work in all lands,
and a spirit of liberality beyond what the Church kas
yet known in contributing for the support of Chrisiian
work abroad. Another cheering result directly trace-
able to the influence of the Woman's Fareign Mis.
sionary Soclety will be the increased number of faith-
ful men and women devoting themselves to missionsry
wark.

The iarge annual gatherings in different places of
the Provines are much mora than agreeable re-unlons
of those engaged in 2 common work in their respec-
tive spheres of action. They awaken a deep interest
in the clties whers they are held, and give & healthy
Impetus to Chsistian work in the various congrezations.
Whearvver the meetings take place the delegates re-
ctlve a cordial welcome. They are held in honour
for thels work’s sake, and all who know its value will
wish the Woman's Foreign Missionary Soclety a fer-
vent God spead.
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HawrER'> YOUNu PROPLE. (New York: Harper
& Brothers }—The zeading matter and illustrations of
this welcowe weskly are as interestig, sttractiveand
timely as ever.

ST. NicHOLAS. {New York. The Centrry Co.)—
The vumber for April is admirably adapted to the
season of b8 year. Thero ls a description of tho first
Rassian {cs palace, 10 remind us that winter {s oot
long gone, and a delincation of the “ Fairy Lodge”
bespeaks the presence of spung. The stories, the
{llnstrations, the pocms and historical sketches maks
& moest attractive number.

RECBIVED.—Knox Coliege Monthly ; Quser’s Col
lege Fournal; The Presbyterian Colisge Fournal,
T ke Sidevial Messessger for Aptll, conducted by Wil-
llam W, Payne, Czrleton College Observatesy, Nosthe
field, Miss. ; the Hon, Edward Blake’s Spzach an
the Orange incorporation Bill ZRomas Ddrey
McGee Apn nddress delivered befors St Patrick's
Saclety of Shestrooke, P.()., by Robert 2. McGibton,
(Montreal ;: Dawson, Brothers.) .




