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TORONTO, WEDNESDAY APRIL 18, 1883

DR, OrMISTON delivered a lecture a {ew days ago
before tho Presbyterian Historical Soclety of Phila.
delphla, on ¢ Presbyterianism in the Dominlon of
Canada,” A Philadelphia paper describes the Doc-
tor’s effort in this way :

His subject was *‘ Presbyterianism in the Domiaion of
Canada ” —a theme with which the speaker, from his lon
residence in the Dominfon. was entirely competent to duﬁ
It was mainly hist_zical, tracing the hittory of the Presby-
terian Chutches 1a the various provinces of the Domtnion,
until this bistory culmioated {n the union of the various
branches, resultiog in the establishment of the Presbyterian
Church of Canada. The lecture was illumined by many

leams of the wit and humour of this distinguished Scotch-

atch divine,
 The best thing Dr. Ormiston can do for the Pres-
byterianism of this Dominion it to come back and
build up another congreg-tion like the Central of
‘Hamilton, Should he do &., no Canadian joumal
will ever call him such a clumsy name as 2 “ Scotch-
Dutch divine.” Dr, Ormiston is not “ Scotch-Dutch.”
He is a Canadian and a brilliaot onetoo, Whatkicd
of a being is a Scotch-Dutchman anyway ¢

‘THE sezies of articles, “ Concerning Baptism,” con-
tributed by the Rev. W, A, McKay, M.A., Woodstock,
terminates in this number of THE PRESBYTERIAN,
On his part the discussion has been conducted with
great ability and candour, The spirit in which he
has written isin harmony with theprinciplesof the Gos-
pel and fidelity to truth, Mr, McKay has shown that
be is intimately acquainted with thes whole range of
the Baptist controversy, the details of which he has
thoroughly masiered. In the statement and vindica-
tion of Paxdo-Baptist views, he is a master polemic,
and yet no mere disputant for discussion’s sake. The
controversy now closed has attracted much attentio:
avd interest. Many have expressed a wish that the
papers on buch sides should be printed in a handy
volume, so that they might be preserved 1n permanent
form, Their publication would be productive of much
good. Should a sufficient number of those desiring
the republication of these papers in book form indi-
cate their «ish either to Mr. McKay, or addressed to
this office, the work will be undertaken. It is de-
siguned that the price of the volume will not e.weed
one dollar, )

V2 willingly open the columps of THE PRESBYTX.
RIAZT for “free criticism” on the proposed changes
in the plan for the distribution of probationers as re-
quested by the Home Mission Committse through Mr,
Laing-in our last issue. ‘The critics must, however,
comply with certain conditions—the critics must strike
the nerve of the question every time, and do 20 with
reasonable brevity, The criticism, too, must be con-
fined to vita) volats in the scheme. General remarks
that spraw . .¢v the entire scheme, and say nothing
particular about any poini, cannot be inserted. At
first glance many of the changes strike v-. very favous-
ably. Wae refer speciclly t, sections th’ teen and four-
teep, which provide taat .robationers Lhall not be kapt
in songregaticas that have already called ministers,
More than once has THE PRESBYTERIAN pointed out
ths ipjustice of kecping a probationer in a congrega.
:ton, during .the weeks or months that often elapse be-
tween thé moderation in a call and the settlement
which follows. Perhaps Mr. Laing would explain if
the tézm “ Church court ® in section eleven is meant
to include sessions and deacons’ cousts. We eamesily

| bope this ascheme may have the desired effect—thatof

bringing suitable men Into owr vacancles in such a
manner as may bring about more speedy settlements,
Ministers without charges and congregations withont
ministers ars not desirable.  Meantims let tha breth.
ren say thelr say about the schemo, and nest Assem.
bly may give us a good measure,

THs disciple is often more violent than his matter.
The average disciple of Darwin Is apt to sneer at for-
clgn missions, Not 80 with the grest sclentiss himsalf,
Referring to the shallow ciiticlsm of certaln oppon-
ents of forelgn missions, he said :

They forget, or will not reraember, that human sacel.
fices, and the power of an idolstrous priesthood 3 & system
of profligacy unparalleled in any other pat of the world;
infanticide, & consequence of that system; bloody wars,
whero the conqueror spated neither women nos children-
that al)l these have been gholished 3 and that diskoaesty, in.
temparance, aad licentiousness have been greatly reduced
by J’:: introduction of Chiistisalty, Ina vog:gex to foqa.
these thiogs s base {ogratituds ; for should bie chance to
at the point of shipwreck oan gome usknown coast, he will
most uou:ll &ray that the leston of the missionary may
have extend us far.

Yes, It is easy to sit in a newspaper office, or an in-
fidel club, and, whils protected by the laws which are
enforced in Christian countrics, sneer at fureign mis.
sions. A shipwrecked sceptic, however, would much
rather land on a coast whers the for¢ige misslonary
had been at work. The illustration is & good one.
Darwin was not a Christian, but he took better ground
onthe question of foreign missions than some churches
did less than a century ago. Indeed he took better
ground than some professing Christians do now when
asked for a contribution for foreign missions. They
say foreign missions are a failure. They would scon
decide otherwise if they bad to chooss between land-
ing among George Leslie McKay's converts and afew
hundred hungry cannibals,

THAT venerable and wise {ournal, thu New York
“ Observer,” seems to think that part of the ecclesias.
tical machinery bas droken down in the Presbyterian
Church of the United States, Qur contemporary cone
cludes a thoughtful article on © Getting a Minister and
Getting & Call,” in this w27 :—

And after all kas been said that can be said in regard to
the duty of being contented, anu waiting patently and astog

the mesns, it still remalins true, and dhtmin‘ilry true, that
there Is no adequate agency for securing a faithful minister

for evcrgepnlplt. and a pulpit {or every minister. There
should such an agency. The power ought to reside
somewhere, and be ea. . It i3 casy to say that the

genius of our peopie demands perfect freedom of ¢ ok
and they will not submit to any system that dictates to 1 se
people whom they shall beve, or to the minister whers he
nh.;ﬁ go. Which s all very true. Bat as the youthfal
soldies of the Cross says to the Church, or to the Board of
the Church, **T am ready to be offered—herc am I, send me
to Africa or Axl:i or wheresoever {ou will, I will go,” a0
the preacher should say ** I will will go to any field you ap-
point and do my best to win souls to Christ.” Thst
spirit in the ministry and « corresponding spirit ia the va.
cant church would remedy the great deficlency io the yystem
of supplics, and result in filing evecy vacancy and Gading
somethung for every maa to do.

Now supnosing * that spirit® were in every min.
ister, and suppoilog “a comesponding spirit” were
in “every vacant congregation,” what about the
“agency for securing a faithful minister for every
pulpit, 2nd a pulpit for evezy minister? ® Presbyterian-
s knows of no such agency. The Bishop is the
“arency” in the Episcopal Church ; Conference is the
“agency © in the Methodist Church ; but there is no
agency for settling ministers in our communion., The
“ Observer” thinks there should be such an agency :
Probably. Would our excellant contemporary de-
scribe the needed agency, and tell the Preshyterian
world how it is to be provided? There'’s the rub.

THE WOMANS FOREIGN XISSIONARY
SOCIETY,

DNE of the .istinctive characteristics of the age
is the rise and expansion of modera Christian
M.usions. The great movement began in humble cir-
cumstances. In Holland and Denmark, in Switzer-
fand and Germany, in L...'»ad and Scotland, quiet
and aacbtrusive men, impressed with: the catholic'and-
merciful principles of ths Zospel, eutertaining the idea
of penetrating heathen darkness with the divine light.
originated the enterpi’se of sending wissionaries.to-
the regions beyond, 3Jelf-denying men, without the
sccompaniments of euthusiastic, popular jubitativs,

went forth, facing the perils of land and sea; ind

and superstition, to teil them tha old, old story. The
successes of tho missionary enterpriseate to be reckon:
ed among the triumphs of falth, Its rapid expan.
sion Is an evideace of Christian vitality, Time and
enlarged experieace develop the latent resource of the
churches, and call forth agencies still better adapted
for the chn ‘tlaniziog of the nations,

Christisnity is not one among the many clements
of civilization, it is emphatically the means of all
others best fitted fo elevats and bless mankind,
Wherever lts devoted tepreseatatives have gone,
education, indestry, bensvolence, liberty, havo be
come the possession of the peoples who bave adopted
its teachings, The liberzi-minded and energetic
friends of missions have readily recognized this.
Hence medical misslons have had thelr origin.  Th
remarkable success attending then,, especinlly in Ja-
dis and China, demonstrates the wisdom of impar'ing
to a goodlv number of ambaseadors of the Cmss a
knowledpe of tha healing art. The adaptiveness of
missionary effort is also seen in the instiration of the
Zenana Mission. Here, lLikewise, tha enconivging
success of this important branch of Christian se: vice,
anply justifies the wisdon. of speclal effort to reach a
hitherto unapproachable, but moss interesting class,

Despite the subtluties of Hindulsm, it never did
anything practical for the elevation of womsn, 1If it
kas saved her from the drudgery of more degraded
forms of heatheaism, it has most rizidly excluded her
from all the possibilities of which her refined nature
is capable. Hopelessly excluded from nearly all
human interests, woman's life in India is one of the
most dreary and hopeless forms of imprisonment it is
pnssible to imagine. Confined to the Zenana—the
back part of a Hindu dwelling, with o light save
what streams through a barred aperture—she is not
permitted to go anywhere except to a religious cere.
mony or to sce her father, and then she must be
closely veiled and shut up in a palanquin, Uneduzat.
ed, her mind is a comparative blank. The usage to
which she is subjected is cruel and debasing, It is
not so long sinceé it was supposed that personal con.
tact with & Christian woman would bo contaminating,
Strong prejudices wers entertained against the ad
missioa of Christian ladies to speak with their heathen
sisters, The Zenanz wmission, now ‘reaching such
great proportions, is of comparatively recent origin,
A missionary’s wife who had long pondered how the
native women of India could be reacked, at length
applied to a former pupll of hers and suggested the
adveatage of teaching the inmates of his Zenans
needle work. Pleased with the suggestion, access was
obtained. Her new pupils were docile and deft with
their fingers. They soon acquired proficiency. De
lighted with the ausult, the baboo's prejudices were
disarmed, and the Christian lady was eagerly desired
to continue her instructiops. The Hiudu ladies were
taught to read, ard were instructed in the truths of
Christianity. Thus, in the year 1862, the first Zenana
was entered by & misslonary’s wife, and a work begun
that is destined to become mighty in results and in-
fluence. This lndy was soon invited to visit othar
houses and impart to their inmates the same advao
tages she had conferred on the household of her
“former pupil. Then the desire sprang up for a Zenana
mission. The Churches of Britain and America at
once responded, and progressive work has beea
steadily advancing in this most promising field,

oevea years ago the Christian ladies in Canada re-
solved to adopt a2 method of working, tried before
with encounraging success, in the American Church,
They organired tae Woman's Foreign Missicnary
Society. Its short history is one of wonderful success.
It began undemonstratively. Its resources wers
limited, but its promo*~rs wernt forward with faith,
~mid pot a little discor.. gement, and now to them it

.| must be peculiarly gratifying. that they seeit attaining

to such goodly proportions and able to do such consi:
derable work. It israpldly cutgrowing the years of iu
infancy, and it may now be confidently hooed that its
future exparsion will be much ‘more rapid-and moch
greater than in the past, Seven thousand dollars last
year is alarge contribation to the “reasury of missions.
Important as is the result, there ars others no less
important. The cause with' which these Christize

-ladies have identi ‘ea themselves Is growing ininter

.est throughout- tke:Churck, and this Is mainly atri

butable to their faithful and sustained efforts, It bas ' §

Zready given & mew impetus to missions. It brings

thé Charch at hotae and its ambassadors abroad into [
more dread perils among races debased b cruelty | closer and morel #ful relations, and: perhips most BB
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