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defe"ential courtesy which is not unfrequently ac-

e'""g‘ bazaar gossip spicy and entertaining.
Dightly the setving classes congregate to dis-
bery unit by unmit, the acts and sayings of the mem-
. O their masters’ household. In all these dis-
'3 one object is kept distinctly in the fore-
m“d, Viz., how to manage these foreign rulers so as
Thake the very most of them financially.
they, °¥ submit to what they deem the inevitable, and
tugy ¢ to the English, but they argue wisely
mgh, that while foreign dignity must be served it
Prin S for them practically to decide on general
Ciples how small an amount of service they may
%;’ for the largest possible premium without com-
thty:” open rupture with their emyloyers. Here
lang oTe largely assisted by the deference which Eng-
Pay Mperatively commands her Indian officials to
“"init; caste, which is so widely accepted by tl'\e
tugy ittei:l as the relipion of the Hindo9s, whxle'm
t‘“"ined. only a fungus growth overlying and in-

here I8 no manual of caste rules to serve the
Whay, 2Tived Englishman as a guide or limit as to
¢ should reasonably demand of each particular
™0, and if he be a strictly conscientious and
himz;:_"“s .Englishman, he not unfrequently ﬁn‘ds
g ) falling 5 prey to a system of petty rascality
Ph'ati:c *mail, which to say the least is very exas-
. '8 and particularly expensive.
¥ Tenders the masters, of necessity, to be con-
g Y on the defensive, and engenders often a bitter
; °l?"C Spirit against the native.
m Uc influences are such that Europeans soon
ang ® Incapacitated for protracted physical exertion,
Yorg, - 'he execution of all plans, such as in public
of na’ﬁ"‘s‘, opium, etc., must be left in the hands
d‘il‘acg'e subordinates. Even should energy of
“mod T surmount the disadvantages of climate, the
Gty b':lst Operandi” of native labour is so, not intri-
. Wiegy often astonishing that ordinary Englishmen
| and retire ingloriously.
- gy "tive has the advantage, and he knows it,
tha“’e ¥ embraces his opportunities—so much so
i ; h°ft°n delays, over-rules and modifies the most
: Querg, ; Schemes of the Englishman, and the con-
'higauls lltel’ally controlled by the conquered ; yet,
g ,, '®has been so grave, undemonstrative, passive,
Uothiy '0gly innocent of purposely offending, that
| 'i‘%ry “ould convince you he was conscious of a
v th"in;d’ On the part of the Englishman, thus
Cit there will probably be observed some ex-
To ot and emphasis, but nothing more.
ingy s 2Ctically illustrate, The great Indian pen-
. Milway runs from Bombay to Allahabad
Lahme. “€asterly direction, and from thence to
ofy ; n ‘_he extreme north-west, forming two sides
the fag 3utic triangle. The Government, recognizing
g"ite, At “ any two sides of a triangle are together
the g, than the third side,” determined to shorten
r’oxn :»nce by a basal line through the native states
The ca“dahar to Agra.
“hy oo DtFACt was taken by an American speculator,
&cc"fdi ¥ announced his intention of ¢ rushing it.”
to "8ly at ap early day gangs of coolies were set
Our ", ? Under native overseers, to construct a #rack.
Mtiyy - 1A soon concluded that the orthodox
Sravyy &:th"d of carrying two or three quarts of
Yon ﬂxem the pits to the line in wicker baskets rest-
Qetey: ' Bead was too slow altogether, and he boldly
By I to attempt the reform of wheelbarrows.
(u"\%n Jany other would-be reformers, he had
- Sy . ithout his host. The coolies gravely and
i ?“Qp Y examined the foreign machine, and silently
i hei,~ - An imperative order was issued for
: ;’ ignop. tdiate adoption which might not be resisted
lleg th long the line the wheelbarrows were
the usyal basket-load of gravel and then
rang o9 the head, even as the baskets had
Spond'the order was fulfilled. As the aggrieved
o Mo :"8 Procession “ wound its devious way *
N d“‘ge d °h"al'd§ the infant track our American
i“l’le to Sub:ﬁem’ 1t is said, both by precept and ex
L T btme the western mode of advance, but
i tutg for 1 ® If, they pleaded, this foreign sub-
a‘t'a; a (l‘la: ancient wicker basket must be made,
. p“‘t e m t0 be endured, but to trundle it along
“ible,  iNNer of foreigners, that, indeed, was im-

3

l>r“‘utl Wonder then. that the contractor should
OW up the whole affair, own himself

-

Tpanied by an inward sarcasm, which will make the |

!

beaten, and sail away to find more plastic materials,
with which to construct other railways.

From various reasons the third line of that triangle
is still incomplete.

STORY OF THE ENGLISH BIBLE.

BY DR. BURNS, OF HALIFAX, NOVA SCOTIA,

In 1324, at the humrble village of Wye-cliff, in York-
shire, which gave him a name by which it has been
immortalized, arose one who was to dart rays of light
through the darkness that enveloped fatherland and
to prove the “ Morning Star of the Reformation” . . .
Wickliff was educated at Queen’s, Merton, and Baliol
Colleges, Oxford, whose University had recently been
founded by Philippa, Queen of Edward III., and to
which 30,000 students had flocked. By his withering ex-
posure of the Friars, his personal preaching at Oxford
and Lutterworth for twenty years, by his manifold
writings, especially his translation into the dialect of
the people of the Word of the Lord which was *pre-
cious in those days "—the simple Saxon rendering, on
which, mainly, our authorized version has been grafted;
by the sending forth also of his “ Poor Priests ” who
proved the sturdy outspoken Methodists of the four-
teenth century—oplain, humble men, clad in coarse rus-
set garments, and living on homely fare, frequenting no
village revels, yet courteous and kind, withal, preach-
ing the Word and going about doing good. Wickliff
became the instrument in the working of a marvellous
change on the face of English society. He became
Doctor of the Faculty of Theology and Royal Chap-
lain. In1374,at the age of fifty, he is appointed second
on a Royal Commission (next to the Bishop of Bangor)
to treat with the Papal Nuncio, at Bruges, then in the
zenith of her medizval glory. Five years afterwards
(in 1379) opened what was known as “the good par-
liament,” of which probably Wickliff was a member,
which declaimed strongly against the oppressive exac-
tions under which the country groaned. Wickliff was
befriended by Edward, who died in 1377, after
having seen his noble wife Philippa, and celebrated
son, the Black Prince, laid in the sepulchre of the kings
of his people. Honest John’s blasts had roused the
ire of Courtney, Bishop of London, and occasioned
his being summoned before a convocation at St. Paul’s,
where Lord Percy, Earl Marshal of England, and
John of Gaunt, Edward’s third son, stood forward, one
on each side, to accuse and defend him. Hot words
passed between them ; riots ensued ; Wickliff returns
to Lutterworth, to be then “hid in God’s pavilion from
the strife of tongues.” Again he is summoned before
the whole bench of Bishops, under the presidency of
the Prince, but they were no match for him in argu-
ment. ‘The enraged populace break into the chamber.
At the urgent solicitation of the Dowager Princess of
Wales, the members of the Council allow him to go
in peace. The year following, Pope Gregory having
died, occurred the great division in the Papacy, when
Urban Vi, the [talian, at Rome, and Clement VII.,
the Frenchman, at Avignon, urged their rival claims,
which continued for over halfa century—the very
Council called to settle the feud, issuing in the setting
up of a third claimant. Wickliff retired from the
pablic arena which witnessed such unseemly bicker-
ings, and, in the privacy of his Lutterworth home, pur-
sued his great work of translating the Word of God into
the language of the people. Hitherto (and since the
seventh ceatury) the Latin Vulgate had been the only
Bible used, though certain portions of the Scriptures
had been translated into the Anglo-Saxon, such as
the Psalms and John's Gospel, by the Venerable Bede
in the eighth century. Thereafier the good King
Alfred encouraged the work, but it was only in a
partial and fragmentary form. In 1380, four years
before his death, Wickliff accomplished his herculean
task of producing the first English translation of the
Bible. The work had been begun at Oxford, but was fin-
ished at Lutterworth after his expulsion from that Aca-
demic seat—the New Testament entirely by himself,
the Old Testament with some assistance from others—
the Vulgate being followed, for the knowledge of
Greek and Hebrew was then but limited. Persistent
efforts were made, after Wicklift’s death, to prevent
the circulation of his Bible. Yet, it had free cburse.
The good man died peacefully in his quiet Lutter-
worth “living ” on the last day of 1384, at the age of
sixty. Six years thereafier, when a Bill was brought
into the House of Lords, condmnatory of his trans-
lation and forbidding its use, John of Gaunt, though
not religious, yet loving British liberty, exclaimed

“that other nations have the law of God in their own
language, and we will not be the dregs of all.” The Bill
was thrown out, though the opposition was quelled
only for a season. Wicklif’s writings (of which 300
survive), principally simple, earnest expositions of
the Word, continued to be greedily devoured by
the whetted appetites of an awakening people ; and
as for his Bible, the common people heard it gladly,
though it had to be hid, like the dove of the song, “in
the clefts of the rock, in the secret places of the stairs.”
Not many years ago, we are informed, a secret cup-
board was found behind the wainscot of an old house
in Lutterworth, containing a copy of Wicklift's Bible
with other prohibited books. Many copies were, no

doubt, destroyed, but the recent editors of Wickliff’s
Bible report that 170 MSS. of this translation are even
now extant. At least three editions of Wickliff’s
New Testament have been printed in England—one
in 1731, by the Rev. John Laird, of Margate ; another
in 1810, under the superintendence of the Rev. H. H.
Baber, of the British Museum ; and a third in 1841, in
Bagster’s English Hexapla, The celebrated Roman
Catholic historian, Lingard, testifies as to the influence
exerted by Wickliff, by whom, he says, the “seeds were
sown of that religious Revolution, which, in little more
than a century astonished and convulsed the nations
of Europe.” . . . . After Wickliff’s death his body was
laid in a vault within the chancel of the Lutterworth
Church. But the hero with the plain black robe, sma.l
round cap, and long, gray beard, who had so ofter,
when living, made his adversaries quail, was not left
free from their hostility when dead. Thirty-one years
afterwards, at the Council of Constance, his writings
were condemned, and orders given to unearth the

bones of this brave, honest Englishman, and burn

them, which was done thirteen years later. The ashes

were cast into the river. “The Swift (says the old

historian) conveyed them to the Avon, the Avon

to the Severn, the Severn to the narrow seas, then to

the main ocean, and thus the ashes of Wickliff are

the emblem of his doctrine, which is now dispersed all

the world over.”

THE SUSTENTATION SCHEME,

It may or it may not be of much use, at the present
juncture, to add to what has been said on this subject.
A conviction of its great importance induces me to
present the following :

1. Itis the likeliest scheme to meet great evil and
accomplish much good.

A minister in a small congregation, as most of our
congregations are, is strongly tempted “to please
men.” A faithful minister will encounter opposition
and enmity. One such told me that he could not
afford to be faithful if he meant to retain his situation.
He was faithful, and the enmity of o7 man rendered
his position untenable. That one man, with a little
help, has driven away from the same congregation
another minister, and the congregation is ruined,
The strength of such men is in their purse. They
judge, condemn, slander, vilify, yet all this. might
not avail them, did they not have power to take away
pecuniary support. This scheme, in such cases,
comes in between the minister and such men, and
also protects the congregation from the often ruinous
action of a tyrannical and unscrupulous minority.

It is objected that the scheme will make ministers
haughty and careless by making them independent
of the people. Nay ! The people have power at any
time to implead their minister when there is suffi-
cient cause ; and when they have no other manifest
way of getting at him, they are more likely to lodge
legitimate complaint, instead of taking judgment into
their own hands and condemning and punishing with-
out jury or any other means or defence. The scheme
causes ministers to be better looked after by the
Church authorities as well as by the people. Such,
according to my observation, has been the result in
Scotland.

I would beg members of our supreme court, and
all interested in the Church, to regard these evils as
they exist and often manifest themselves—the
temptation of ministers in small congregations to be
time-serving, and of self-willed, unchristian men, to
raise trouble often resulting in the ruin of congrega.
tions, and in distress and incapacity in ministers.
Other advantages and disadvantages I mention not
at present.

2. The scheme is, as I thick, unwarrantably re-
presented as impracticable,



