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The last article left the committees of the two
Synods in conference at York, during the sittings of
the Synod of Canada, in August 1833, on the subject
of Union, Belore the report of the committee of the
latter bLody could be made, that Synod received a
“ Declatatory Enactment of the General Asscmbly of
the Church of Scotland,” as to churches and ministers
in the Colonies, made it “a part of the Constitution of
this Church,” and enjoined Presbyteries “to regulate
their proccedings accordingly.” Tlus enactment was
construed to rule out all licentiates of the United
Synod, in case of Union, and all sministers who might
afterwards arnve in the province, unless they had
been ordained by the Church of Scotland at home,

In the Synod of Canada, with the report of its com-
miltee, was presented, also, the resolutions of the
United Synod and “the letter of the Rev. William
Iicll complaming of the conduct of the P'resbytery of
Batharst.” Upon consideration of the report, Synod
deternuned that m view of the adoption of the De-
claratory Enactment, it could not “adopt any new
nmeasure for promoting the union, in advance of the
measure of last year, without consulung the General
Assembly 1" but they declared, nevertheless, that they
were “disposed to act up to the spirit of the resolution
of last year, and to give cffect to the same.”  For this
purposc “to remove the ambiguity which may seem
to attach to it,” they declared that it is “expedient
that muisters of the United Synod, aduntted into this
body, shall subscribe the Formula prescribed by Act
tenth of the General Assembly of the Established
Church of Scotland, 1711, and the Syrod enjoin
Presbyteries to receive into them such ministers of
that body as shall subscribe this Forinula, and fuliil
the other conditions of the resolution of last year—
giving, however, to those who may apply for adnussion
the kindhest interpretation of the resolutions of the
Synod.”

The effect of this action of the Synod of Canada
appears to have been different among the members of
thetwo Presbytencs of the Umited Synod, The Pres.
bytery of Brockville, the members of which, a year be-
fore, were quite inchined to accept the tenns, became
now united 1n their opposition, while the feehng of
hostility in the Presbytery of York was considerably
weakened. The Presbytery of Brockwille declared
unanimously that *a union with the Synod of Canada,
according to the terms proposed, would be unscrip-
tural, (yrogatory to our character as a public body,
injurious to the vatal cause of rchigion, prolifically dis-
seminatng the seeds of discord, productive of many
evils, and attended with no good, moral or religious.”
Under date of December 1oth, 1833, Mr. Andrew
Bell, wnting to Mr. Smart, after acknowledging the
receipt of documents, etc., sad :

** For the reasons you menlion, as well as some others, it
was always, and 1s still, against my own feclings to jom on
the terms pw{:coscd. But, through the last summer, there
appeared to such a desire for the union, even on the
terms offered (at least as T thought), that, at the time of the
meeting of the Kirk Synod at York, I was led to declare
that, 1if the rest of you all joined, 1 would be willing to sacui-
ficemy fechings and join too, in order to promote the general
welfare of our Church.  However, us there would be many
difficultics to encounter, both with ministers and congrega-
tions, by our joimng or :\ucmpllng to Join, ITam lcall)- not
at all sorry that you have put a stop to the matter at present.
Mr, Ferguson is almast the only one that persists in agitat.
ing the subject amongst us. e did so at Jast meeting, and
wanted to urge the matter to a conclusion and set it forever
at rest one way or the other. In opposing him, Ishowed
that 1 wished a union as much as he, and fustherthat. . . .
it was in vain to talk of a union when there were not mote
thanonc or two at present willing to join, and that by urging
the matter 10 a rash conclusion, it would only cause a split
amongst ousselves ; and I besought ail to éezvare of divaswon,

and wait and try what cffect time would have in working a
greater unanimity one way or another.”

THIRD ANNUAL MEETING.

According to adjournment, the third annual meet-
ing was held 1n Toronto (late York) commencing Mon-
day,Junc 16th,1834. Present, Rev. Messrs. McDowall,
Smart, W. Bell, Jenkins, Harns, King, Andrew Bell,
Lyle, Bryning and McMillan, and elders Isaac Fraser,
Robert Marsh, M. McLellan, Gilbert Bastedo, Eph-
raim Steen, Abraham Yonge, and John Chnghton.
Rev. Robert Lyle preached the opening sermon, and
in the absence of the Moderator, Rev. R, McDowall
was chosen tb that position. The following items of
business are reported :

dccessions.—Rev. James Rogers, having been or-
daincd at  Demorestviile (June 13th, 1834), Rev.
James George having been installed at Scarborough
(July 3rd, 1833", and Rev George McClatchey having
been installed at Clinton (May 23rd, 1834), their
names were added to the roll.  Rev, James Howey
was reported as installed over Tecumseh, West Gwil.
limbury and Essa, August 22nd, 1833, but his name
was not added.

Withdrazoals. * Rev. Peter Ferguson, minister of
Esquesing, having withdrawn from this ccclesiastical
body, and united himself with the Synod of Canada
fn connectiott with the Church of Scotland, in an
frregular, disorderly and unpresbyterial manper,” his
nanmic was erased from the roll.  Messrs. George and
tHarris requested and received distmissals from Synods
the fornier to connect himself with the Synod of Can-
ada, and the latter to remain without Synodical con-
nection until 1844,

Wonldn't Recetve a Visit, - The Presbytery of York
reported holding a Visting Presbytery with Mr. Jen-
kins' congregation at Richmond Hill, and that they
“were prevented by the Session” from holding one
with Mr Harris' congregation, ‘Coronto.  Messts, W,
Bell, Boyd, Lyle, King and Jenkins were appointed
to meet and confer with Mr Harris and his Session
in reference to the matters of difference. The com-
mittee, afterwards, as the result of their conference,
reported that no reconciliation could be effected.  Mr.
Jenkins dissented from the report, and the language
of the dissent furnishes the only recorded intimation
of the cause of trouble. It was as follows .

‘1, William Jenkins, hereby solemnly dissent, in 1y own
name and in the name of all those who may now or hieteafter
accede to the same, against the United Synod of Uppes
Canada, fur their teception of a bounty from the Civil Gove
crnment as Minlsters of the Gospd), because 1 believe it to be
in some measure a silent np‘:robalion of and a giving Soun-
tenance to those rr-qsutes that have been so tremendous a
sousce of many . rics to mankind, ever since the Church
and Statc ha-¢ been united together, making the blessed
schgion of Jesus, the Prince of Peace, the cause of many
wars, persecutions and oppressive measures to mankind, 1n
every part of the Chnsuan wotld whese they have been or
0 now exist.”

Ressgnation and Election.—Rev. Andrew Bell re-
signed lus position as Syned Clerk, and Rev. William
Smart was chosen to succeed lum.

More Money Wanted.—A memorial was drawn up
to the Licutenant-Governor, praying for anaugmenta-
tion of the Government allowance, and that the Rev.
George McClatchey and Rev. James Kogers may par-
ticipate in the same.

MORE ABOUT UNION,

At this session, the Brockville Presbytery reported
3 scries of resolutions unanimously passed by that
body, strongly opposing **a union with the Synod of
Canada according to the terms proposed.” The
Synod Committee presented a report drawn by Rev.
Andrew Bell, declaring, among other things, that “ The
Synod of Canada would not recognize our Probation-
ers, that is, the young men not ordained over congre-
gations, unless they had been connected with the
Church of Scotland.” Synod having received said
report,

“ Rrsolved, That it is inexpedient at present to accede to
the terms of union proposed Ly the Synod of Canada, but we
cannot relinguish the hape that the time 13 not far distant
when this union will be effected to the sausfaction of Loth
parties.”

Synod adopted an address to the Licutenant-Gov-
crnor, 1n which regrets were expressed that “ Your
Excellency’s earnest desire and Sir George Murray’s
recommendation to promote union " between the two
Synods ‘“has not been effected.” The address made
this declaration:

“The Synod of Canada has uncquivocally refused to
veceive our Probationers into their connection, or admit into
their body Ministers, however well qualified, unless from
the Church of Scotland ; and to form a Union upon these
terms would be, 1n our opinion, a most gross dereliction of
duty on our part, a total subversion of out established prin-
ciples which were and sull are to unite all Presbytenans now
in the Province, or who may hereafter arrive, in one efficient
body, and thereby strengthen the hands of the Government,

romole peace 1n the commumty, and illustrate the power
gnd purity of the Gospel of Jesus Chnst.”

MORE SECESSION IN THE \WEST.

At a meeting of the Presbytery of York, July 17th,
1834, scarcely a month af-er this very emphatic
Synodical action in reference to union, Messrs. Andrew
Belt and Duncan McMillan requested and received
dismission from that body, and, soon after, they, with
Messrs. Ferguson and George united with the Pres-
bytery of Toronto, in connection with the Synod of

Canada. This very sudden change on the part of Mr-
Bcl), considering the strong position therctofore held
by him against union on the terins proposed, at least
until ail should go over together, naturally created
much discussion, and uncharitable suggestions were
made as to the influencing motives. Tothe reader of
this skatch the inconsistency of this act will be ap-
pareni, but we should hardly judge with scverity
apparent inconsistency on the part of such men with
the limited appreciation of which we are capable of
the peculiar and embarrassing circumstances sur-
rounding them, \With the meagre insight the writer
has been permitted, in his study of facts and docu.
iients, he ts ready to wonder, not that so much, but
that so little of human nature was developed among
the proneer preachers in Canada. It may be said, in
parual explanation of the change, that, unul about this *
tume, Mr. Bell had hoped for and expected some
arrangement or consolidation with the missionaries of
the United Sececssion Church of Scotland, whose
sympathies with the United Synod had been often
expressed. But that hope was now at an end—those
missionaries were about to be orgamized into a Pres-
bytery, no mcmber of which would be permitted to
receive Government allowance. There would then
be two Presbytenan organizations in Canada, each
affiliated with a strong Church in Scotland--one sup-
ported largely from the public treasury, and both
awded by misstonary funds collected in Great Bntam,
Between these, tne United Synod, with no “home”
connection, and barely a £700 allowance, although
the oldest organization, would be seriously embacrassed
in 1ts efforts for progress. And, surely, so far as the
Presbytesy of York (Toronto) was concerned, the,
future looked very unpromising, after these four and
Messrs. Eastman and Harris had left, and when it was
certain that Mr, Jenkins would soon withdraw. But

it still lived.

THE DOOR OF ADMISSION CLOSED.

At a meeting of the Synod of Canada held at Mon-
treal, in October, 1834, objection was made to the
names of Messrs. Ferguson, George, A. Bell and
McMillan, then first reported on the roll of the (Kirk)
Presbytery of Toronto, as they were “ s#of ministers of
the Church of Scofland;” and, after considerable
discussion on a resolution for a committec of inquiry,
an amendment was adopted to the effect

**That, since no duly attested roll of the Presbytery of
‘Toronto is this year presented, the Synod do, in the mean
tume, tecognize as the Ministers of that Presbytery, only the
Ministers whose names appear upon the roll presentedto the
Synod convened at ‘Toronto in Avgust, 1833."

During the same session, the Synod of Canada
rescinded the resolution of 1833, in rela.on to the
reception of ministers from the United Synod, and
resolved to memorialize the General Assembly that
“such members of the United Synod as may have
been already admitted in terms of said resolution, be
recognized as ministers of this Church.” So the
names of the seceders were not yet entered on the
roll of the Synod of Canada, they were not recognized
as ministers of the Church of Scotland, and the door
was closed against all future applications from other
ministers of the United Synod. The next year the
names of Messrs. Ferguson, George, A, Bell, and Mc-
Millan again appeared on the roll of the Kirk Pres-
bytery of Toronto, and they were permitted to take
their seats in Synod, without a vote, but against the
protest of seven members, “on the ground of their
not being ministers of the Church of Scotland.” No
answer to the memorial to the General Assembly in
reference to their connection with “this Church®
appears to have been received.

FOURTH ANNUAL MEETING.

The fourth annual meeting was held in Brockville,
commencing Monday, June 8th, 1835. Present: Rev.
Messrs. McDowall, Smart, William Bell, Boyd and
Gemmill, with Elders McCrady, Lyle and Mclntosh,
from the Presbytery of Bruckville, and Rev, Messys.
King, Rogers and McClatchey, from the Presbytery
of Toronto. Mr. McDowall preached the opening
sermon, and Mr. McClatchey was chosen Moderator.

Accessions—Rev. Joseph Anderson, from the Synod
of Ulster, having been installed at South Gower;
Rev. Thomas johnson having been ordained over the
church at Chinguacouscy, Rev. James Douglass from
the Associate Reformed Church in the United States,
with his church at Cavan, having been admitted to
the Brockville Presbytery, their names were entered
on the roll of Syncd—Mr. Douglass to be installed on
the first Sunday in July,
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