THE BROTHERS OF THE CHRISTIAN SCHOOLS.

* WHAT KIND OF MEN ARE THESE "
Cordinved frou ave last,

They swung into line and marched to the front like = jolly
sailors,” and at a signal from nov-one-knows-whom, or where, they
divided in paivs, and each teok hold of the others ving,  The band
played and the boys kept time in calisthenie rhyme until the
plan of operation called for more complicated twists and toens,
when it beeang guite evident that one of cach of the pairs was or
thought he was superior to his partner, and the subdned mutter-
ings of the httle fellows, as cach tried to control the others
movements, created the greatest merviment. One Jittle “ring
leader,” in the front rank, made Spartan-like cfforts in the wrong
direction and received hearty applanse — invineible Fleming,
while his hetter-half, Mastcr Donahue, alaved at him in a why-
don’t-you-do-what-I-tell-you kind of a way. They finished the
coucert wovements, stampeded, and clustered in three groups, for-
ming a tableau that was really grand, and the awlience thiew
around them a halo in the form of applavse as the curtain lowered.
Inanswer to a storm of applause the curtain was rung up to veveal
the youngsters in their favorite position.

There was another call for them, but the time had come for the
final contest between Masters William B. McGibbon and Thomas
W. Murphy for the oratorical gold medal presented by his Grace
Archbishop O'Brien. Twelve students had striven for the prize
three weeks ago, when these young gentlemen had been declared su-
perior in ability to their companions and cqual in merit to cach
other.  The judges on that oceasion requested them to cuntest again,
cach delivering the others selection as well as his own,  The judges
retired to the parquette circle that they might impartially consider
the merits of the youthful orators, and a sea of fuces bent eagerly
forward as Thomas W, Murphy stepped forward and made his bow.
With a well modulated voice he delivercd ¢ The Emblems of IEm-
blems,” an extract from an oration by Joseph Keenan of Manhattan
College, N. Y. City. * He deserved the recall be received,  Master
McGibbon’s appearance was hailed with enthusiastic applause, which
he gracefully acknowledged, e looked like one who felt that he
had a rather diflicult task to perform.  His attitude was fall of de-
termination, his gestures were very graceful and his movements were
manly and dignified. e was superior to Murphy in pose and
action but inferior to him iu articulation thungh not in cmphasis.
The applause that followed his cffort bronght him before the foot-
lights again and again: When Murphy appeared to deliver Shiels
famous speech of invective against Lord Symihurst, he betrayed jnst
a trace of emotion. It gave way however as he warmed up to his
~ork and when he said “Great God! was Arthur Duke of Wellington
in the Housc of Lords, and did he not start up and exclaim, Hold!
I have seen the «ifliens do their duty!™ the audience showed its
appreciation by applause.  He summed up the achicvemems of
the Irish soldier on Englih tattlefields so cloquently that MceGibbon®s
fricnds must have felt great fears for the success of their favorite. Mur
phy’s pronunciation was excellent ; his every word was heard fram
the orchestra to the topmost tier of the gallery. anil he must have:
fclt ever - word he uttered, for his check burned, his eyes flached,
and when be described the charge at Waterlon, he appealed to the
house Jike a natural born orator.

If he was not recalled, it was probably due to the fact, that the
audience wasanxiousto hear Mr. McGibhon, who stepped forward, his
rather pale face wreathed in a smile. His voice washusky from his for-
mer efort,but it cleared somewhat as he proceeded ; and art and nature
were so nicely combined in attitude and gesture, that his hoarscness
was _lost sight of, or procured him sympathy. Everv dimax was
reached grandly, and, the cmphatic shake of bis little head, and
expressiveness of his bright cyes won for him admiration and Ire-
quent applausc, which he took with a composure that fuirly clectri-
fied the house.  As he neared the end lie reserved his strength far
the final climax, by which Murphy made such a good impression,
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“suiting the action to the word, and the woid to the action,” and
how cloguently he deseribed the ** charge ™ let the words them
selves reeall :—+ And, when at length the time for the lust andd
decisive movement  had arived, and the valor which had sl
long  been wisely checked was at length let loose; when with)
words familiar but immortal, the great captain exclaimed, ¢ Up lad-|
and at them ! fell me it Catholie Ireland with less heroie valor than §
the natives of your awn glorious Isle precipitated herself upon the @
foeI” the applause that followed culminated in an ovation.  He
reccived two yecalls, the sceond time bringing Master Murphy with
hir 2 thus endad so far as their cfforts were concerned, the final §
contest for the O'Brien Gold Medal.

The next number of the proaramme was the Flaligonian Guards
captained by little Archie MeDougal, who put them throngh the |
wanual-of-arms, aud formed them in figures to the delight and
admirvation of everybody.  As they wheeled off the stage the
Governor, Archbishop and Judges of the contest were escorted to |
their places by Rev. Brother Joseph, to dv the ¢ honors” of the
occagion.

A Diploma was awarded to Thomas W. Murphy, This youny
gentleman received this evidence of his appheation to study from
Governor Daly, who congratulated him.  Master Marphy also re-
ceived the Governor's Gold Medal for Excellence.  The Academy
Gold Medal for Christian Doctrine was awarded to John M.
Murphy s Terence Ternan was next in merit.  Attorney General
Longley was then introduced as the chairman of the judges of the
oratorical contest and he reported their decisim substantially as
follows : — Honored Governor, Your Grace, ladies and gentle
men ;. Some three weeks ago we found it difficult to decide which
ob the two speakers who contested this evening was the better,
and  we  decided to ask them to contest again.  We are
obliged to acknowledge that we have found it quite difficolt to
decide this cvening, who is the better speaker.

However knowing that we had to decide, we tovk o ballot, and
the judginent of a majority of our number is, that William B. Me-
Gibkon bas won the Aichbishop’s Oratorical Gold Medal.”

Master McGibban reccived an ovation as the governor handed
him the precious teophy.

The Gold Medal for Chemistry donated by A. F. Buckley Isq.,
was awarded to Bdward . Powers,  Thomas W, Murphy was next
in merit.

The governor expressed himself highly pleased with the exercises,
congratulated the students on their display of talent, complimented
the Brothers wha so ably instructed those nnder their charge, ani
paid i speeial tribnte of praizc to the Haligonian guards, who showed
marvellous <kill in military tacties.  The Archbishop also praised
the students, and expressed the hope that La Salle  Academy
waull continne the noble work, of teaching youth to aspire to lives
of honor and uscluluess.

Ax the band aud chioir joined in the National Anthewm the havge
andience departed well pleased with the evenineg’s exercises.

Anrars,

16 GEORGE STREET.

MISS TIBMARSH,

Is now showing the leading Naovelties in

LADIES’ AND CHILDRENS’ MILLINERY.,

Also, the Newest Things In Underwear, Corsets, Walsts, &c.

IATTLIATETS CLTAZDS oD IZATS A

SITTT AT,

MISS M. TOBIN. Fashivmable Bress Maker.
Tailzr-mais Gowns, Tea Gowns & Evening Dressss.
T.2 ansg Siyico Gurazaxnicea.
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