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'ready seen, (od demands of us, and we
i profesy 10 give Him, the full devorion of
the heart, Ieis notto be saiisfied with
tany amount of hodily homage. All this
may be paid while our heurts are far
from Him. He claizs the unreserved
congecration of the soul inallis powers,
and the warm love of the heart; and it
is when we cheerfully yield these claims
that we prove our frithfulness, and most
honour Him. «<id is & jerlous QGod.
Hewill not permit us to devote to theworld
or to any object but himself, thoge affsc-
1ions which are go jusily hia. He will
not permit us to divide our homage. It
was his complaint of his professed pes-
ple of old, that their hearts wore divid-
ed; and we see from the warning w0 the
| Laedicean chuych how loathsome to God
risa lukewarm heart: nay, le threatens
the infliciion of his sovere judgement
upon the church of Ephosus, because
she had left her first love. From ali this
it is evident, that in consecraiing our
whole soul 10 God, in cul:ivating the de-
voion of 1ho heart, wo most honour Him.
T1 is not by sealing tho heighs of heaven,
or fathoming the Emfundity of the
abyss; itisnot by the achievement of
some great enterprise which few have
ihe opporwunity of performing; no, it
is by a humbie, fervent, devoied heart.
+ To obey is berter than gacrifice, and to
hearken than the fat of rams.”’

In cubiivaing devodon of heart, we
not only employ the means most natur-
ally fiued 1o promote the cause of our

reat Masier, but by thus honourin%

od, we maka sure of being honoured
by Him in his blessings crowning cur
exertions. We have referred to the his-
tory of those most eminent for success,
as showing that their devoiion of heart
naturally produced this; and we _might
with eq\m{ propriety refer 10 their case
as mantfesting, that it was in conse-
quence of his devoton they were &0
highly honoured of God. Those whom
God has employed 10 do great things for
Him have been eminenily men of God,
and therefore God bore testimony to
them as his, and to the word of his
grace through them. Thai your effor.s,
then, be not in vain, that you may so
curs the Divine blessing 10 maks them
abundanly successful,above all things,
brechren, culivate devoiion of heaxt.

A few words, hefore concluding, on
prayer and meditation as principal
ineans of culivaing this devotien. in

prayer we are more immediately convor-

saur whih God, Wo dircaily address!
Him ibrough the mediaiion of our]
Ureat Uigh-Priest.  Thus hrought into:
immediate intercourse with the Father|
ol our spiriig, and with our glorifie’

Radeemer, we are made to feel our own|
unworthiness. Drawing n ar 10 the pre-|
sence of the Erernal One, how we ap-l
pear asnothing, as ¢¢ less then nothing !’ |
And approaching the thrice Ifoly One.|
wi:o cannot look upon gin, how unworthy:
wefeel of his favour—how worthy only of
bis curre! We see God ezalied in his!
excellency, infinirely worthy of the pros-

wate devo ion of the heart. We ful,
that our higkest powers trked 10 the
utmost, afe an offering ahogather inade-:
quaie 10 hiy claims, and esieem ourselves,
highly honoured in that ifs permits our:
bomagz. And as the God of our mer-
cieg, we sce Him conferring benefis on|
us ginners,—benefits wiihout number,|
and of ines'imable value. And inthese’
we aleo recogrise, and rejoice inacknow-.
ledging, his claim to our heart.  Prayer,’
as the principal means of main aining

such views and feelingg, is of vitl im-

1 poriance to the culrivation of heart devo-!
Mion. Moreover, it i3 through prayer:
that we receive the gifis and graces of &
the Spirit, on which our advance ini
})iesy depends, the justituiion of Christ’
eing, ¢ Ask, and ye shall rective.”
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The power of the prayer of faiih is fre-)
quen ly, in the sacred oracles, brought,
before us for our exch.ement. It isi
mighty with God, and prevails. Evers-;
thing 18 promised in answer 10 it, andl
nothing is promised apare from 1. How!
imporant, then, brahren, that you he!
frequent and fervent in your use of this:
means of graco! Therchy will you find;
yourselves increasing in sirength andi
agiivity, and able 10 do much tor God.!
Why s ic that thepe are 0 many pigmy,
Chrisiians in the church, so muei dwar-
figh Chrisiani-y? It ishecause thisall-
imporant means of spirial growth is
much neglecied.  As Blijah, when re-
freshed beside the juniper bush, in 1he)
strength of the sustenance then iurmshed':
10 him, pursued his jonruey through the|
wilderness to the mount ot Gud, so many!

of their soul when they were first brOuglni
10 Christ, and the grace which they then, Bk
received, sufficient for the vest of theiri

pilgrimage, ot seek to renew them only;

at oocasional sdusons, as, fur instence, onk
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Christians appear to think the exercisvs, g



