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MY FORTUNE'S WLADES

Y young friend, Cora f.ce, was a gay, dash-
ing girl, fond of dress, and lecking always us
if, to use a common saying, just out of a
ﬁ band-box. Cora was a bellv, of course,
,. and had many admirers.  Among the
“number of these, was a voung man
named Edward Douglass, who was the very
%@m AR pink® of neatness, in all matters pertaining
§i\6‘ S o dress, and exceeding particular in his obser-

“"2’\\{;‘-’ vance of the litde proprieties of life.
N 1saw, from the first, that if Douglass pressed
his suit, Cora’s heart would be an easy con-

quest: and so it proved.

¢« How admirably they are fitted for each other,” Irem. kedto
my husband, on the night of the wedding., ¢ Their tastes are
similar, and their habits so much alike, that no violence will be
done to the feelings of either, in the more intimate associations
that marriage brings. Both are neat in person, and orderly by
instinct ;3 and both have good principles.”

« From ull present appearances, the match wili be a good one,”
replied my husband. There was, I ‘hought, something like re-
servation in his tone. .

“ Do you really think so 1 I said, a liule ironically 5 for Mr.
Smith’s approval of the marriage was hardly warm enough to suit
my fancy.

“ Oh, certainly ! Why not?* he replied.

Ifelt a little fretted at my husband’s mode of speaking; but
made no further remark on the subject. He is never very enthu-
siastic nor sanguine, and did not mean in this instance to doubt
the fitness of the parties for happiness in the marriage state, as 1
half imagined. For myself, I warmly approved my friend’s
choice, and called her husband a lucky man to secure for his
com.panion through life a woman so admirably fitted to make one
like him_happy. But a visit which [ paid 1o Cora, one day,
about six weeks afier the honeymoon had expired, lessened my
enthusiasm on the subject, and awoke some unpleasant doubts,
It happened that I called soon after breakfast. Cora met me in
the parlour, looking like a very fright.  She wore a soiled and
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