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almost proclaim aloud what shounld he
their agricultural industry. Grues and
roots grow os they will not grow through-
out the North-west. These will mnke
heet that John Bull requires as much as
the quarten loaf, becf, which, alive or
dead, is both expensive to carry and de-
teriorates in the carringe by land, but
which will in fair weather actually thrive
at sen when alive, or can be ennily and
sufely cavvied by tefrigemtor ships, Beef
offers us & very pnofituble trado in which
our youny sister province cantiot at pre-
sent be o competilor. 1 do not at all set
my fuce against grain growing, on the
contrary 1 luok on it as n necessary rota-
tion, but of such kinds as will subserve
tho especinl industry to which 1 urge
we should tum our attention, the produc-
tion of meat, consequently our grains
should rather be those mised for cattle
than for man's foed, Ifthe oot Hills of
the Rocky Mountsins are, as has often
been stated, especially favorable to graz-
ing, i. o cattle raising, that does not at
all make them our rivals—far better, we
cun bo their customers.  The Inglish
farmer knows well when profit ecan bo
wade and ho is a ready buyer of what
are known us store stock—cattle for fut-
terring—for every farmer should know
that on o cultivated furn the profit is
not in raising, but in feeding, i, ¢. fatten-
ing cattle, and I am not willing that we
should lose this the most paying part of
our business. Store cattle are best fitted
for crossing the ocean ; there is less risk
and a readier market, but the farmer here
loses his profit and the firm the enrich-
sent such manure would turnish, We
must strugale to retain the best beef
rather than the cattle trade, and if live
beef canuot cross profitably we must en-
deavor Lo re-organize the dead-meat ship-
ments. It is a question of proper refrig-
cerator receptacles in the port of arrival,
It pays to stable and feed a live animal
on arrival until the state of the-market
warrants it being slaughtered—far lighter
expense would attend the storing of meat
in a cool atmosphere until the salesmen
were prepared to handle it.

3rd. I huve alluded to my visits dur-
ing the past two weeks to the prairies
and to our dyke and upland distriets. One
week earlier I visited the Outario agrieu}-
turalcollegeat Guelph—themestadvanced
in agriculture of all vur provinces, Our
fellow comntrymen of Ontario felt how
very backward they were in their know-
ledge of huw to cultivate the soil. To
fullow successfully any profession requires
intelligence and hard work, IFarming is
undoubtedly a laborious profession, but
it has this peculinrity that the indolent
mim, and bad manager, probably laburs
harder for meagre results than the capable
ethodieal man for far lavger returns,
‘The people of Ontario fully recognised

this and that it was the duty of the cow-
munity and equolly its advantage to af-
ford such ivstruction to tho farmer as
would induce him to stick moro closely
tu his business, becanse more intelligently
appreciating it merits, and to become n
more usetul riember of socivty, in con.
tributing mrro  lugely to the common
wealth, by increasing the yield of his
land,  ivis not werely that the indivi
dual furmer is taught to work, but the
value of the dilterent erops is ascertuined
Loth in the amount of food they furnish
to wan and beast and in the strength
they tuke from the soil. This, in its
turn, must be fed or it cannot praduce,
hence goes on the constant process of
adding to and rotaking from the land,
and to do this sconomically and on com-
mereinl principles wo must furnish the
lenst to obtuin the greatest, only adding
what is not already present, but ensuring
that the plant we cultivate can obtain it.
That is but a very incomplete review of
the process which the farmer assists, It
is a simple matter of labor and brains,
but unless tho brains employ the hands
advantageously, the pocket will suffer and
tho community will be poorer. If On-
tario sees the advantago of further train-
ing its advanced farmers, there is greater
reason for our affording similar oppor-
tunities to our agriculturists whoe have
not in the past progressed as we could
now wish, In the Just twenty years the
agricultural world has been revolution-
iscd. New areas have been opened wp
and their products brought into com-
petition with longer worked lands. The
northwest of Cunmada and the United
States, Australia, India, Egypt, and now
most probably Central Africa either al-
ready have, or will, become the great
grain growing countries. As we shall
soon raise far beyond our local consump-
tion, it behoves us to ascertain what we
can best raise and what we can best
market. My present view, I repeat, is
that we snould devote ourselves to the
mantlucture of meat, and, as a matter of
public concern, ascertain how it can be
most economically mwade and marketed.
1 believe it can be best done on a toler-
ably lurge scale by the employment of
machinery and other appliances.  This
should mean that our province offers
strong inducements for men of capital to
engage in farming, and this I hold to be
the case,  The small farmer mny profit-
ably employ his farm and Jabor in mis-
ing andl bringing on the young steck
which his wealthier neighbor should
afterwards turn into beef, There is
room for all, but it becomes a necessity
that our back country districts, where
most of vur beef stock is raised, should
obtain better bred stock, as it isa most
uaproatable business to fatten low bred
animals. DBut with all these advantages,
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which nature will or has furnished, but.
little can be done unless man, the motive
power amd vuling spivit of the machie,
i tavyht to avail himgelf and muke the
most of what Providence has sent for
hisuwse. I have often heanl ond read
in my own profession of heaven-born
generals, but in exnmining the history of
their iives, [ find they were close studonts
of their profession, and this was the
secret of their snecess, Almost every
scienco is ealled upon to completo the
outfit and furnish the knowledge requir-
ed by n competent farmer;, yet no educa-
tional estabiishment has an agricultural
carrienlttm, and the would-bo studious
farmer is left to acyuire his knowledge
as ho best can. It i3 a discredit to our
provinee that as yet no steps nre taken
towards the meeting of this want. If
lnck of means prevent our loeal legisla-
ture dealing with it it is satisfactory to
recolleet that agriculture is ulso placed
under the Dominion legislature, and, as
tho control of larger funds vests in that
body, we may not unreasonably turn to
it foragsistance.  Ioxcentional canses may
enable the Red River valley or the Day
of Fundy estuary flats to yield crops for
an unlimited period, but, whether 3¢ vo
the North-west prairies or our own up-
lands, skill and knowledge are necessary
to obtain satisfactory returns, and to
hand over the svil unexhausted to the
next generation. Theory must help us
to cultivate so as to obiain these returns.
The native quicknessand aptitude of our
pesple will teach them to apply the
theory to obtain practical results. Fou
in this distriet will much belic your
Scotch aneestry, it you do not insist on
the importance of education, which has
given Scotia her prominent place in the
world, and if yon do not more than hold
your own in the healthy rivalry for
excellenee of enltivation, which will, I
trust, arise among our several districts
and counties.

—

Propesson Macoux of Qttawa, writes =
Our trip to the Rockies was a grand pic-
nic, und of course hotany wasa prominens
feature of it.  We made extensive collec-
tions at various points, but nothing new
to mo was secn until we reached Kicking
Horse Lake ; here I noticed a few plants
new to me but evidently not rara there.
High up on the mountaius we collected
many alpine species which were common
in the Alps. All were highly delighted
with their trip and so expressed them-
selves when they returned to Winnipeg.
I discovered Cystopteris moutana in the
mountaing at Kicking Horse Lake,

I am glad you had a suceesstul trip.in
Nova Scotin. General Laurie expected
it, and led many to believe so.

Very truly yours,
Joun Macous.



