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My Experience

As a Stamp Collector.
A True Story of a Colleetor.

BY JOILSr %V MOOTS.

Last summer while reading the exehange
notices ini the weekiy niewspapers 1 saw
that a numnber affered stamps in exchiange
for bicyle and watch caupons. One writer
offered a thiree dollar and five hundred dol-
lar dacumnentary stamp for a certain num-
ber of coupons. As I had. neyer seen a fi-va
hundred dollar stanip I sent the coupons
and received the stamps %vhicli looked s0
nice that I continued ta exohange with
others. A short tinie after, I reeeived a
dealers price list wvhicli convinced nie that
there was something ii postage stamps. 1
ordered severai packets and also stamps
an approval. Collecting then bocaime a
fascinating pursuit andi as iny stamps
began ta accuinulate I conceived the idea
of putting cach saparate country in an en-
velape. The unused staips appealcd ta
my fancy and I began ta buy and exchange
for themn only. 1 was now buying from

bout fifty dealers. Onie dealer gave me
xfty stamps free for buying five dollars

ad inostly Southi Americans promnised me
suUýcription ta a stainp paper. Ris

btamps iooked 
so grand I bouglit 

seven

ollars wvorth from him. Many of rny
tainps iver"ý perforated on thrce sides only

bui I did not know the difference.
In the first stamp paper 1 ever received,

1 snapped at what I thought was a great
bargain "LOne thousand staimps for ten
large copper U. S. cents." In return 1
recived a bundie ivith about sixteen
oflicially sealed stamps on it. I thought I
had a prize, but when 1 opened it, I found
a lot of oid tomn and mutilated one and
two cent U. S. present issue. Another
fellow affered a bargain for a dîme before
1839; this wvas as bad as the other lot, sa
1 pub thein in envelopes and sent them
back. I wrote to the publishers of the
paper and the ad neyer appeared again.
Another denler offered a statnp catalogued
eighit dollars for four dollars ta the one
who first applied for his sheets. 1 sent the
inoney and the st.amp canie. It appeared
ail right but had a littie paper stuck on
the back. I soaked it off and found the
stanp ini three parts; I sent it b)aok and
thre:itened ta take action against hlm but
found that he had clefrauded severai deal-
ers-and got away.

I had na daubt as to the genuiness of zny
stamps and having heard af a friend who
vwas a collectar I taok rny titamps ta him
ta sec if they wvere all riglit. When lie
saw theni he laughed anid explained that
the nlajority of iny South American stamps
were caunterfeits, and also saine of the
other republics. I began ta think that I
%vas a fool ta wvaste niy money-it amount-
ed ta about seventy dollars,-but after a


