n

U W. 2.

LIBRARY

e Lanaic

.y n e miem o e — -

“GO . . . SPEAK . . . TO THE PEOPLE ALL THE WORDS OF THIS LIFE.”

L e ——— ——— ¥ -

—

Vou. V1., No 12,

- Tt —-

TORONTO, OCTOBER 15tH, 1891

vangelist,

S

81 Per YE:R IN ADVANCE.

TilE

of Christ ; and pleads for the umeon of
all bolierers in tho Lonl Jesus in har.
mony with h!y own prayer recorded in
tho scventeonth chapter of John, and
on tho basis act forth by tho Apostle
*aul in tho following fcrms: * I thero.
fare, the prisuncr in tho Lord, beacech
Fou to walk worlluly of tho calling
whorowith yo wero called, with all low.
tiness and mockness, with long sutTer.
ing, flotbeating one another in lovo;
-giving diligenco to kcep tho unity »f the
Spirit in tho bond of peaco. Thero is
ono bady and ono Spirit, evenasalso yo
wero called in ono hopo of your calling;
ono Lomd, ono faith, ono baptiam, ono
God and Father of all, who is ovor all,
and through all, and i all.”—Eph. v,
1.C.
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The Two Positions.

Tu another column will bo found &
thoughtful article from tho pen of
Prof. John G, Fes, of Borea, Kentucky,
in which ho deals with tho word bap-
tizo as related to Clristian anion.
As DBro, Feo ropresonts tho position
and practice of the people known as
4t Christians,” and as & fow of our own
writers aro moro or less inolined to ap-
prove of the view which ko advocates, it
is thought well to find room for what
lio has to say, with the viow of lcokiug
into the question with somo caro.
That Jesus in the Commiesion com.
manded immersion, aud not aprinkling,
or pouring, Iro. Feo has not tho
slightest doubt. That tho practice of
sprinkliug, or pouring, is au error kLo
asserds tr-*hfnlly, DButb let as quote
his wordd ag v the best way of dealing
with this etror. tlosays:—

Tho reader will ask, how shall wo
correct tho error, tho false meaning ?
Wo answer, by corrcet teaching aod

by correct rracu’cc—cach ous be faith.
ful in teaching and practice. But it

will bo said by some, if tho church!

tolerates in its memborship thoso who
aro aimply aprinkled, will not tho
peoplo infer that tho church regards

spninkling as baptiem, aud thus tho.

crroncous import of the word bo per:
otuated 2 Weo roply, the church
1as 10 right o decide what is baptism.
That waz Calvin’s mistake when ho
eaid that “ tho chuzch has rotained to
herself ¢ho right to change thoe form
somowhat retaining tho substanco.”
As wolook at tho matter, the ehureh
bas a zight to como to a fixed conclu-
sion touching tho divinely appointed
conditions of chureh membership. I
it is cleatly seco that under the com-
mission the apostles immersed bo.
liovers and g0 added them to the
thareh, and added them in no other
way, and nover intimated that tho
convorts had tho right to modify the
appointed conditions, in any way, it
would secem to bo tho duty of tho
church now to seo that its ministors
cxecuto tho grest Commission in tho
samo way. This Comnmission deals
with tho daptizer as well ag with tho
baptized, aud involves in responsibility
tho church whoso sorvanta preach tho
gospel and administer baptism., Cor-
tainly po church whose mombers
noderstand tho Commiesion as Bro.
Feoand wo understand it ean authorize
onsofitsrninisters to administer sprink.
ling to ponitont boliovors, and so add

‘thera to tho churoh. Such a chorck.in this country comparcd with that of! of Mosoa was abrogated in order to give fand to mako him for a timo an Ishmaol

Qf‘l""‘!diful\@vﬁ"gffﬁﬁti should not assume euch a responeibil.

ity in tho absence of divino autbority. :growlh is largely owing to definitofaro under the Now Covenant instead
isdovoted to the furtheranco of the Gospel | I it olear that its cesponsibility is loss ¢ teac"ilng and uncowmpromising practico f of tho Old, and that tho Now Iustitu.

whon it receives into momborship one
;who has not received Christian bap-
itism ? I ontering the churel ia so
cntiroly an individual mattor that the
convects eliall enter by beiog sprinkled
or immersed at their own pleasuro,
thon tho pions Friend who Lolioves
that neither immorsion nor eprinkling
|18 necessary, should bo aceopted on his
' piritual baptism according to bis indi.
vidual “jntorprotation,” withou! any
ruge of wator of any ordinance of bap-
tism, Receivo into tho choroh those
who rro sprinklod simply-—aprinkled
in mfanoy—and ulso those who intor-
pret baptism in water out of tho Scrip.
| turos, as not now binding, and you will
j6oon have in tho church (feaciers of
suoh viows and practicea, Then it will
oot bo casy 1o correct the orror “by
correct toaching and correot practice,”
a8 Dro. Feo advises. Dettor correct
tho error by correct teaching and cor-

aftor it has reccived what seoms to be
an indorsement. 8o wo beliovo and
teach,

o cannot agreo with Bro. Feo that
“the olurch Las no right to decido
what is baptism.” Tho moeaning of

!tho word baptism is clear. Tho sohol-

arship of tho religious world, as ox-
proessed in lesicons and church his.
tories, has docided i's moaning, It is
certainly Dotlor that tho church shall
decido for itself what it shall rogand as
baptism, than that each candidato for
membership shall decido not only for
hiweclf, but for (ks church alro, [tis
suroly enough that cach candidato shall
decido for himsell and so scek out a
chareh that agrocs with him, Thiy is
cloarly sufficient Christian liberty
tonohing this matter. Each candi-
date's views cannot be allowad to be.
como & Iaw unto the chuech nnd to its
winistors, who aro supposed to have
convictions of thoir own, and who
| should feol bouud by tho New Tosta-
I ment tonching the exccution of the law
of admission into tho church—a law
that binds thom as woll as thoss who
desire to bo added to tha chuech
through complying with it, The claim
“gpoken of by Calvin that “tho chureh
hns rotained to hersell tho right (o
change tho form somoewhat retaiving
tho substance,” is quito suother matter,
and does not illustrate the caso in hand,
Whilo tho churel hasno right to change
the form, it has a right 1o recognize
tho divinely appointed form unchangod,
and rejeot evorgthing olso as not meot~
ipg tho requiremont of tho authar of
Christian Laptism. Dro, Feo says:—

Wo know that as a matter of fact
tho policy of schism, of refusing follow.
sbip to acknowlodgod children of God
becanso of tho error of sprinkling, has
not correctod the error Lut has simply
turned euch beliovors away into other

partics whioro thoe orror is dofended and
advoeated,

Wo think it will be found that the
bodies which receivo immorsed boliov-
ers oply aro correcling tho views of
hundreds oo this eubjeot, whilo thoso
who recoive othoera also aro correcting
tho viows of only tens. Observo the
growlhof the Baplistsand thio Disciples

rect practico at tho very threshold, not-

"tho *“Chrietian” body, And {his

touching the ordinanco of baptism and
the recoption of mowmbors. No doubt,

partics where tho crror is defondod aad
advdeated.”  Bettor that than 3 como

tho orror in our midat, until wo ehall
becomo liko tho “other parties” to
whom referonco ia made. Certainly,
looking at tho matter from tho stand.
point of success, tho lack of 1enid
grewth on tho part of tho ¢ Christians ”
—gonorally kuown as the Christian
Conneotion—does not encourage us to
1adopt tho practico advocated in the
Jasticlo wo aro comidering.—Christian
| Standard.

The‘!nﬂucncc of Our Movement
On The Age.

A dozen years ago thoe Independent
in a longthy articlo upon tho plea of the
Cawpbolls, fathor aud son, aud especi-
ially upon tho lifo and labors of the
lattor, made tho atatoment that even
though thoy might not ackuowlodge,
or oveu bo’awaro of it, thero washard.
ly a prominent Protestant religious
body in tho United States tho preach.
ing of which had not heen moro or
loatatodified-by- the:toscking-of-Alez.
sador Campbell.  This ia a fact of the
religions history of our century which
is gradually recoiving tho recogni.
tion of woll-informed mon. Tho influ.
ence of our religious roformation ean-
not bo catimated by tho fact thatin
tho sixt; or sovenly yeara sinco il was
inaugnrated a groaw body of nearly a
million adhcronts has boon gathered
into the fold, but tho offect upon the
religious mind of the ago must also bo
considored. Martin Luther not only
was onabled to cffect tho Protostant
Roformation, but the Roman Cathiolic
chureh itsolf was compellod to aban-
don sowmo of its worst prastices, and
roform its most corrupt abuses, In
tho samo way tho Campbolls wora in-
straments in tho divino haand pot only
to call ont n great body swhoso plon is
tho union of all God's poople upon the
ono faith in Christ, bat at tho same
timo thoy have introdueod a leavan in.
to overy roligions body. which has
caused its teachings to be loss divor
gout from those of tho Now Tostamont.
As a rosult of tho ngitation concorning
tho divieivo affect of creeds as tosts of
followship, theso human standards
hava lost theirauthority ovor the pab.
lis mied, in overy douowmination someo
of tho moro objeclionablo dootriues of
tho crced aro ignored, and loud calls
have beon mado for croad rovision,

Passing by tho agitation upon tho
subjoct, which is disturbing, woro or
less, overy roligious body which ac.
copts any othor standard than the word
of God, wo wish to cito a fow facts
which sorve lo ehow tho chauge that
is laking placo in tho pullic mind.
When Aloxander Cawmpbell in 1810
preachod tho secrmon on tho law bafore
tho Redstono Association, it oxoited a
profound ssnsation aud an intonso
opposition, which finally drove him out
of tho Association. T'ho doetrinos of
that acrmon—in substanco that tho law

as slated, somo go away “into other:thon regarded startling, rovolutionary,

smong us aud advocato and 1.‘:.:‘:‘.:eol

placo to tho gospel of Chirist, that wo

ttion, tho churol of Chriet, was inagur-
'ated on tho day of Pontecost—wore

jand horetical. So intonse wae thobit.
+ternosa that if the scoular arm could
havoe boou invoked by tho onraged
{ priosts, a8 in tho days of Joln Hues,
Rogors and Latimer, ho would no doubt
havo been cast into prison, aud por.
baps burnt at tho stako.  Yet, after the
lapeo of seventy-five yoars, those doc.
trines Lavo recoivod tho recognitioun
of tho leading minds iu the American
Protestant pulpit.

Some years sinco, when Georgo R.
Wondling in his splondid lecture on
("~istianity from a seoular etandpoint
uttered his fino passago on tho pro-
gross of tho ages, and spoko of the
founding of tho church on tho day of
Pentecoat, it was common to hear
i members of the chareh of Cbrist who

listoned ¢ him eay, * Ho must havei
learned that from our pooplo,” With.'
in & month or two DProf. Charles A, |
Driggs, whos) Inaugural Address hiss
so profoundly stirred tho Proabyterian
world, in an article given to tho publio
in the North American Review, speaks
of tho churel: as founded un the day of
Pentecost, and somo of our scribes
rhiave noted tiie as one of the remark-
oblo signs of progress. Are thoy awaro
that Dr. Philip Scbhaff, the greatest
liviag chureh historian, and the most
widely known theological writer on the
Awmerican contincet, in his * History
of tho Apestelic Chureb,” mado years
ago tho same aflirmation i tho most
definite languago? Tho first volume
of his bistory of the Cliristian Church,
roviscd in 1882, has for tho heading of
tho Twooty-fourth Section, The Miracle
of Pentecost, and the Dirthday of the
Christian church. The ¢haptoropons
with the etalomont, ¢ The acceneion
of Christ to hoaven was followed ton ;
days aftorwards by tho doscont of the,
Holy Spirit upon eatth, and ths Jirth:
of the Christiaun chureh.” This aflirma.
tion of tho standard chureh history of |
American Protostantiom haa been re-
coived by tho roligions world without
question, ]
Still moro significant ia 8 fact that
wo will now state. There is no body
that comos moro nearly represonting
Amoriean Christianity than tho Inter.
national Sundsy School Losson Cow-

man from overy leading Prolestant
donvmination, 'Tholessons of the last
six nonths of 1802 are iu tho Acts of
tho Apostlca. Tho third lesson of the
third quoarter, tho lesson of July 17,
1802, is upon Aecls ii, 87.44, tho por.
tion of tho chaptor which gives Poter's
suswer £0 tho quostion of tho threo
thousand convieted sinnors, doscribes
theic obodionco, and tho church lifo
which followod, Thia losaon has beon
{named Ly this roprosoutativo body of
]Amorican Christondom, Tur Finer
Cnriatiay  cuuren. ‘Thoso facts, to
which othera might bo added, arvo
coough to sliow that o statoment,
which sovonty-fivo yoars ago was
deomed rank Licrosy, and had no little

mittee. It contains a represontativo,

to do with tho driving of Aloxander
Campbell out of his old ehureh rolations

1in Jerael, is now accopted by tho in-

tolligent thought of the Christian
world,

Wo might mention a recoent occur-
renco whiok iudicates the change that
has taken placo in tho very body from
which bo was drivon forth. A fow
wooks sinco, Qeorgo C. Lorimer, tho
woll-known Daptist orator of Ohicago,
just teansforred to DBoston, in a rer.
mon on our Lord’s doclaration to Lhe
Samaritan woman that thera wore no
holy places in the eonse in which bath
Jow and Samaritan thou regarded
thom, and that thoso who worship God
“‘migt worehip in epirit and truth,”
declarcd that this demand for pure,
spiritual worship 1sado all timos aud
places lioly to tho worehippor, and
intimated that it was a death-blow lo a
Sabbath asa holy day if sl otlier time
wae rogarded secular. A semi-acopti-
cal daily o! Cbicago scized upon the
serraon a8 a proof that Ur. Liorimer wag
opposed to Sanday closing laws, where.
upon ho stated hie position moro cloar-
ly. Heo declaros ‘hat tho Sabbath was
a Jowish institntion, a part of tho law,
which waa sot aside when ' tho com-

mandmeonts written and engraven on -

stoncs woro done away,” aud waano
longer in oxistence. Theto was, how.
over, in its stead, the Christiau Lord's
day, a day of gloricus memorics, nday
of joy, aud to bo kept as n day of joy ;
not asa holiday, bul as a day of thanks.
giving, worship, and rejoioing. It
will boueen that his position is virtual.
ly that of Alexander Cacopbellin 1810.
Wo do ot suprose that his opinious
will caueo s ripplo in tho Baptist
cliureh at this tirae, but had ha hived
in the first quartor of tho contury and
made tho samo statewnents, his great
famo and popularity would not have
saved himy from astorm of secnsation
and vituperation which would have
driven him from Lis religiouns associas
tions. Such facts sa thare wao have
noled demonstrato that tho influ.
onco of our movemont upon thoe ago

ig far from being measared by ounr
visiblo army of churches, members and
resourced.~Christian Evangelist.

Child-Killers of To-day.

Traps for the boya; that's just what
thoy are. Five.cont novels ; detectivo
stories’ Talk about saloona! Thoy
aro not tho firat dangera that menaco
our boya, Fathers, mothors) do you
koow what your childrou aro roading ¢
Don't flatter youraelvos becaunss John
and Claroneo are fond of roading that
theyare safe.  This vory fonduoess may
Lo tho worst thing pessible. Encour:
ago a love for books, but eco to it that
tho books aro good ones. Dathingis an
oxcollent practice, but it should be in
cloar, cloan wator, notin sewor products
nor in ink. Somo forms of reading
may bo viciousness itself. What shall
wo eay to thoso who write and print
this form of vico? Tho oncmy of
childhood {o.day, tho aivetoonth con-
tury fioud, is no mis shapan oreature,
His feet are not cloven; ho woars a
tall hat, drossos in tho height of fashion,
nay, lives in a brown-atone front; but
hois o child.killer all the samo.—Zight,

Tlirco hundred islands of the Pacifo
havo boon ovangelized.



