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If Mr. Arnold wcre living now and were re-writing that
poem, lie would have to say, not thiat thie " Sea of Faibli " is fu,
but thiat it is rising. Let nie illustrate my ineaning. One of
the. ablcsb, and most influential writers in America to-day is
Jolin riiske. Hie is a disciple of Herbert Spencer and a leading
exponent of evolution. Here is Mie tible of his latest book:
'I Tlroughyl Niature to Godi.** A reviewer says, II lhe moveinent

of Professor Fiske's mind froni the destructive negations that
characterised the evolutionary philosophy of twenty years ag1o,
to conîstructive affirmations on the side of a spiritual inter-
pretabion of life, lias beien slow but continuous, and this *last
book places hlm 1*airly within the lines of the schcxine of though t
whichi tinally broughit the late Professor Roiianes within the
circle of Chiristian faith. ' In this book Mr. Fiske says, IlThe
lesson o! evolution is that throughi ail these wcary ages the
liun-an soul lias not bcen ch)erisingïc in religion a delusive phian-
tom, but in spite of secmingly cndless groping and sbunibling
lias been risingy to the recognition of its esserLbial kinship wt
Mie ever-living God. 0f ail the implications of the doctrine of
evolution -witlî regard to inanti, 1 believe the very deepest and
strong.est to be that w'hichi asscrts the everlasting reýa1ity of
religion." Hiere is a sentence froin the late Professor Drumni-
..1îon1d, written as longc ag(o as 187 S "The old cry, « How far

science hias wvandcrcd iivay fronm God,' will soon be obsolete;
and «How ncar science bas conic to God,' wvill be the cry of thle
thoughtful ai-d far--sceing." This that Druinmiond predicted
twenty years ago inay now bc said to be fulfilîci. We recal
the experience of George Johin Romianes. Following relentlessly,
as lie supposed, the demands, of bbce scientifle, nethod, he pub-
lishied in 1878, his " Candid Examninabion of Theisn,> the conclu-
sion of which was pure atheism. But fromn this hie afterward
slowly but surely returned to faibli, and before his deabh, ive
years aglie re-entered the Chiristian chiurchi.

.As regards agnosticism, hiere are soine words on that sub-
jeet £rom President Scliurman of Corneli University, wlîo on
such a inatter is a perfectly competent witness: ',dur know-
le(lge of God,>' lie says, " is the saine in kind as our knowlcgre
of the external world, or of ourselves." Again, «"Agnosticisni,.so
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