
fis parents belongod to the laboring class: but thoughi poor
in this world's groods, they wcre richi in Christian faith. 0Of his
niother especially, lie speaks in glowing terîns, as one of the ex-
cellent of the earth. Herseif descended froni pious ancestry, she
took hier boy to God's liouse in his early infancy, and there, like
Hannahi of the bea-utiful Old Testament story, dedicated hier
Samiuel whiolly to the service of Christ. It is not diflicuit to sec,
in ber godly lifo and influence> ono of thec secrets of his power iii
af ter years.

Whien about nine years of ago lio was bound -apprcntice to
a fariner, and continued to labor in this calling until his college
course began. 0f the early part of this period of blis life, little
need bere be sCaid. Apparently lie wias forced to labor very liard,
wvas treated frequontiy with harshiness and somnetiînes withi great
cruelty, and wvas exposed to many temuptations fromn wicked
comipanions wvith whon hie worked. A severe accident whichi
befeil ixn whien about seventeen years of age, aroused hiim to
serious reflection; and whien, soon after, lie listened to a sermon
froin the words of Solonion's Song (1: 7) "Telli me, 0 thou whorn
iny soul Iovethi, where thon fe,-edest, wvhec thou rnalest thy flock
to rest at noon," hoe was filled with. a deep desire to bc counted
as one of that flock wvhich was s0 tenderiy cared for by the Good
Shepherd. He exa.inied Iiuînsoîf, and bis convictions of sin be-
carne " deep and a Nfe. fie ated iînself as the vilest being
on earth, and hie believed that God hiatcd hirn no less. Anothier
sermon frcm Heb. 5: '% in whichi the compassion of Christ was
emphiasised, filled imii with a, groat hope. That iit, in bis
own roomi, hoe imiplored mercy at the Divine footstool, and ob-
tained it. flocre ]bis diary abounds in rapturous expressions of
joy and exî:ltation. He says his foot wore lifted froin the xniry
clay and se:ý upon a rock; tlîat God wvas pieased to scatter his
darkness, and turn the shadow of death. into the rnorning. Hie
says: " I liad such. a clear perception of Christ as crucified, bcar-
iiig rny sins in bis own body on the troc; that Cod wvas wvoi1-
pieased for bis righrlteouisncss' sake; and that thus 1 was ýaccepted
in the Beioved, tliat whiatover doubts, whiatever darkness or de-
pression I have f oit silice, 1 hiave nieyer for one momeont doubted
the reality of miy conversion."

His own porsonal. salvation hiad no sooner been thus assured,
than ho becarno filled with a grçat longcingr for the salvation of
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