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aftor receiving the lirst Paper considered w advance, |
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From Pawlding's ¢ New Pilgnm’s Pingress.”
THE FIRST OF MAY IN NEW-YORK.
It bemy a fine, bnght, nild morming, 1 got up early
to fake a walk un the Battery, the must gloriouy
place for o morning or evening stoll u the huvwn
world, It is alimost wouih coimig heid, to sabale the
es.pusite coolness of the 2alne uer, and watihithe eser-

Post Office, 2s. 6d. additional will be charged for moving scenery of Little whito sauly, majestic displays

postage.
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of suowy canvass that luok lke fleeey clouds against
the Wlls of Jersey and Staten Island, and all the bfe

For the firgt insortion of half a square, and under, of nature counccted with ler beautslul 1epose va the

Bs. 6d , cach continuation 1s. ;for a square and under,
Gs., each conunuation 1s.—All above a square, char-
8od i proportion to the last meationed rate.

For Advertising by the Year, of not eacecding a
square, 33s to Subscribers, 455 to Non-Subseribers, —
if more space than a square be occupied, the surpliuns
will be charged in proporuon,

PICTOU PRICES CURRENT.
CORARCIED WEEKLY.

AprLgs, Am pr bbi {Hay prton  GOs
fsvatds, pine, prat503a 605 terrngs, No 1
‘ hemlock - 303a40s s 2
Beef, fresh, prlb 5d @ 6djMackarel 30s
Butter, tub, - 8d @ 9d[Mutton  prlb A4d
“  fresh - 9d @ 104 Oatmeal prewt 113
Cleese, §s -~ 6d a 6dl0ats prbush 1s 64 u 2s
Coals, at Mines, prchl 13<[Pork probbl 703
¢ slupped an bored 143 ofPotatocs 23
‘¢ at whatf (Picton)  16:]Salt arhhd 103 11s
Cake 16-|Shmales | - ™ isalos
Qodﬁsh pr Qtl W45 g 16s{Tallow p, w0 7d « Sd
Eggs pr doz 5d a 6d {Furnips pt bush none
Flour, 5 s pr cwi 16s @ 18:{Veal prid 21.2a3d
““Ams r, prhbl 433 {Wood  pr cord 123
BALIFAX PRICLS,
Alowives Visa 15 (Herrugs, Nol 173 6d
Boards, pine, »1 603 s 2 124 Gd
Beef, best, 4d pr 1b{Mackarel, No I 353
** Quebec prime  50s (L 2 Jos
** Nova Scotin 403 a 435> . 3 25
Codlish, merch'ble 1635 {Molasses 1s 7¢
Coals, Pictou, none 'Pork, Irsh noue
‘¢ Sydaey, 333 ¢ Quebece 90s
Coflee 13 24 ¢ Nova Scotia 853
Corn, ladian 63 Putatoes 1= 3d @ 1= Gd
Flour A sup 458 Sagar, goal, 45 ¢ 475 vd
*  Fing 35s [Salmon Nol 603
** Quebee fine ERY 0 2 553
¢ Nova Scotia 833 h 3 50s

FRESH SEEDS & HEDGE THORNS,
Just Received,
Ez Ship HARMONY, from Liverpool,—viz :
2590{;{) HEDGE 'THORNS.
Dwart Kiduey (Freuch)
Broad Windsor
Searlet Runners
Blue Imperial
Blue Prussian
Marrowfut
Farly Charlton
Eurly Frame
Swedish
Aberdeen Yellow
Glube
Red Norfullk
Lurple Copped Yellow
Early white Dutch
WHITE CLOVER SEED,
{ewp, Canary, ond Rapo Secd, &e.
Jas Dawsox,
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hosom of tho stll murrorofthe evpansive bay., Com-
ing down inte the entey 1 found it clusicrud up wilt
a specimen of almost every thing that gues to the
composition of house-heeping, and thiee or four stur-
dy fellows with hand barrows, on whilh tuey wete
pling Ossa upon Pelion. I ashed what the waticr
was, but all 1 could get out of them was, * Furst of
May, sic—please to stand aut of the way—first af
May, sir.”” 8o I passed on into the street, whero 1
ran the gauntlet, among lvoking glasses, old pictures,
baekets of crockery, and all other matters and things

cesstons of this sort, and in the wmddle of the strects
where innumerable carts loaded with @sguneral jul
s i

Sty

delnery of all the trumpery, good, b} gbandificea
ot

cot, that the carelessuness of servauts G fpﬂn, or

the cconomy of the housewwgssreserveds “Hil*stop-

ped to contemplate this ey Feene, some inale
2,
monster wassurc to buuncog fn(_3 out of a sircet

in gencral. The sidu-walks were infested with pro~g

weal jnto the entry of lus domicde: where, by the
samo token he ran full agunst my landlady, who ma
paroxysmof the disorder, was sallyng forth with both
lands (ull, and dewmalished her spectacles wrevacably.
Finding toyself thus environcd with penls on all sides,
I retrcated to my Led chamber, but bere I found the
wadngss ragug waith equal volence. A survant mad
was pulling up the carpet, aud puiling down the cur-
tauns, and making the dust fly m all directions, with a
fevensi activity that could only have been preduced
Ly a degree of eautemcnt altogether uanatural.
There was no hiving here, so 1 retreated to the dining-
room; nops go.ng i one curner, brooms flourishug
iwanoiher, sade boards standing in the nuddle of tho
room, and dining-tables flapping thewr wings, asif par-
tahing in that arrestible propeusity to motion which
geened to pervade every thing anuwate and manimate.

Pray, sir, said I to a grave, old gentleman, who
sat rcading a newspaper, apparemtly vamoved awud
the gencral confusion,—pray, sir can youtellme what
all this coufusion means ?
s O ivyonly the first of May, be replied, without ta-
-Riag.his oyes oft' tho newspaper.
“Alas! hetoo is mad, thought I. But I'll Iy it a.
gain. .

The first of May, what of the first of May.

*Tis woving tine.

Moving time ! v.hat is that?

‘I'he time when cvery body wnoves,

Buat why does everybody moue gust at thes me.

{ “in'ttell, exrept 1t be because 1t s the first of

door, with a (eather bed, o}lﬁﬁﬂ'fﬁmc with the cer-
ner of a lookmg glass, or some projection stll more
belligerent, wlide all the apulogy 1 got was ** Firstot
May—=taho care, suw—{fisst of May.”’ Somectunes 1
was beleag iered between two baad-barrows, coming
d sferent ways, and piving cach othier just toom enough
to sypecze o hall to death. At otisers, U was run
fual of by 3 bashet of crockery op cut glass, with a
waman under it, to the ianmmnout risk ¢f demohahing
these pretinug articles 20 dear to the heant of the sea,
and got not only sout loohs but wards, while wy bunes
were aching with bumps end brinses.

Fiding that theic was no peace in Isracl, I deter-
nuned to get home witliout farther delay s and ensconco
myself snugly, vntil this fearful eruption of the house-
hold gads, and tieir peraphernalia, had passed away.
But I fargot that *¢ returning were as tedious as go
on.”” There was not an old char, or a looking-glass,
or a pitwe, or any arlicle cursed wath shasrp angles,
that did not appear to have an irresistible attraction
toward sume part of my bady, eipecially that port-
tion which oltenest comos in contact with other bo.
des.  In attempting to steer cloar of a wheel-barrow
I encauntcred a looking-glase, which the lady-owner
wag following with pious caze, and shattered it wto
a thousand pieces. The lady funied; and i my zeal
to apologise nnd asaist her, T unfortunately grazed a
gloss lustre, whach cauglhtin sy butten-hole, and
drew aficr it a litue Fienciv woman, who luckidy
tighted ona fuather bed whih an lustunan hud set
downi 10 rest humself. ¢ Mon Dien!™ cricd tho hittle
woman ; ** J—s!" exclaimed the Inshmans the lady
of the looking glass wept; U ¢ little demoisclle laugh
ed; the Irialnan stofe a kiss of her; and tho valient
Colonel Culpeper, sagely surmising that the botter

Juae, 1S36.

part of valour was discrction, mado a masterly ve-

M.:. But, added he, looking up at last with a dralit
sus ¢, you scem to bo a stranger, and peraaps don’t
Lnow that the first of May is the day, of al} others
i the year, when tho people m tlus town have ono
and all agreed to play at the game of moveall. They
are now att with all thew mught, But to-morrow
all will be quiet, and we shall bo settled ' another
part of the street.

0, thew, the people are not md.

By un mcans, they are only complying with an old
custonuy.

*Tis an odd one.

It i3s3, but not mare odd than many others in alil
parts of tho world.

W:ll you be so obliging as to tell me its ongin, and
the reason for it 2

Why, as 10 ilic reason, half the old customs wo
L 31y fullon, are just as diflicult 1o account for, and
appaiently as lttle founded in reason as thus. It
would be too much to maho people gine reasons for
cvery thing they do.  This custom of moving in a
Yody on May-day, is sud, howerver to hase orgmated
at a very carly period in the austory of New-York,
whon there were but tue houses i at. The tenants of
these taking it into their heads to chanae therwr doms-
cile, and having no others to mose to, agreed 1o start
fair at one and the same LUme with bag and bagaage,
and thus step into each other’s shoes. They did so,
and the arrangemnent was found so convenicnt that it
passed into general practice ever since. .

And so tho good people takeit for granted that a
custatn which necessity forced upon thewmn when thero
wero hut (wo hovses m the ey, 1s caleulated fur s
city with 259,000, A capital pedigree for an old
custom.




