
Ruth and Naomni

Deceraber 7, 190O2

Ruth 1 : 16-22. Commit to memory 'vs. 16, 17. 1Read Ruth, chz. 1-4.
16 Anti Ruthi saiti, Intreat nme het te leave thee, or

to returm froni followlmîg lifter thee :fer wvbither thon
goest. 1 wilI go:- and wlhere thon Iodgest, 1 wMIl lotige:
thy people stimcll bc my people. andt tlîv God îOy «od :

17 Whcire thion dlcst, %vl die. anid there wlill 1 be
bnirleî : the LoirD do se to mac, and Ilmore aise, f otight
but death part thee andi me.

is %%lieu she &sa% that Aie %vas stetifastly mindect to
go ivith lier, tieui she left speaklng unie lier.

19 so they two went util thev carne to fletlV'leliem.
Amdit1 ranne to piuss. wbeîi tbcy were corne to Beth'-
leheni. tiit ail the City. %vas mo6vetl about them, ammd

Revised Version-, The women.

i they salid. 18 this NaWomi ?
20 Anti she salît unto theni, Call me lnt Naomt. call

nie Mla'ra :for the Almighty bath deait verv bitterly
%vith me.

21 1 tvCut ont full, anti the Lon bath broliglt me
home aigain eiptv: why then calI ve me Na'oil. cwe-
liig the Loinu Iath teitificîl agadîîst nme, h
Ailglîty liathi afllicteti mIle. aidth

22 S0 Na'onil retturiieti, aaîd Rutha tbe M,%o'abites.9
lier tiaughter lu buv, with lier, -%vliich returiieti out of
the country et Mfoab : wid tlîey cailne to ]Jeth'llehiem
iii the bceglnxming of barley harvest.

EXPLANATION
Connection-Thrlcbautiful.-;tory of Ruth belongs

to hIe tumes etfflie JutIge-q. Naoini, a Hebrev
woman. becaiee of a famine in her own landi, waeîit
to the landi of Moab. There she lostbler husbanti and
lier two sons wlbo bi mnarrieti Orpahi and Ruthi,
wonien of%f oal). Iii lier loneliness she declded to re-
turm home~. Orpali andi Rth '%ent a part of the waay
wvitli lier. '%Vlieii Ille pairting timie came Orpahi witb
tcumîs lande lier good-by. lbit Runth reftused te leave
lier (eli. 1: 1-15.)

16. Intreat me not to leave thee. She unvas
fully aware of the sacrifice she was mnakimîg. but suc
clnmmg te NZaoint %witlî a love that waas botb tentieranti
strong. andt slîe bad learncd I0 love Naomi's Goti.
«Whither thon goest i3c 'aas 'avlling 10 sliiire
tlic %vearimîesS andt the dangers 0f tlîejeurmiey anthe
poycrty aiid sorroav of 'Naemi s lot. Where thon
lodgest. In lier poverty NCaonmi could flot afforti
:îîy buit tlie hlniiblest lodgin-s. Thy people, etc
n 'aras a strong test of lier love, for the tics of race
andt kinitred are not easily broken. Thy God, etc.;
a l>canitifnildecisrioii tlît vas axnply rcwvarded. (Sec
on v. 22. )

17. Where thou diest. 1L was to le a itfe-long
fripzidsh-,iip. There will 1 be buried. In Eastcr
landus eveii more is madie eofftie place of buriai tin
amiengst ns. The Lord do 90 to me; a tonm of
oahli 10 coxifirm lier vow miot t0 Icave Naci. The
aplacal, tu Israel's Cod showvs Iliat she liad, already ne-
cepteti Ilitn as liers.

18. 'When shLe
saw;. that, Rîuîh'q ,<Y~c
Iliiid -%ils MadIe Ur ePL l

wvoult slialze ber puhr- 4 .

j-wb!e to go wailli lier.
She left speûling
unto lier. Slie waas
iio lotilt sccretly N
glati In bave 'aitli lier
a friiti "e true.

19. They two
went ; on iieîir lonig,
%weary 'aîimlk 1< B,-til-J

wasxaoved. Niioxîii
liail lc.t tel<l ycars
tgrfumre g<1: 4). amd
bier frinililnd, prob- A Zlo1d In Judah

ably notheard f(rom lier iii ail that hune. Her arrivai
a poor, iiowcd andi sorrewful wvoinaii, %vould be
tlîe talk-ofttbe town. la this Naomrn As sue cxi-
tentai the tovn, bearing only toc plaiiîly tlie marks of
ber great trial andi of 'aenry travel, lier appearane
woulti awakeîi the iunemst aiid smpahy of olii a<r-
quaimtmtnces.

20. Cali me not idaomi- that is ' plemîsant,
sveet.2' The swcetiiess aiid the pîcasure of lite hiat
becicliaiiged ite bitterness ati pa'hiii. Mara; Iliat
is 'bitter." (Exoi. 15: 23.) The .Alrnlghty hath
deait ver-y bitterly, etr. 11er worcis are fuît of
Fsndness. The teni yeurs were crowned with stmllering,
sornow, tears, amîd ber poor spinit was eruiet.

21. 1 went ont full; wltlî busbaîîd anti souis and
large bopes andi expeetatiomîs for the future. Home
again erpty: 'aith cinpty liantis aîî lîentrt. Ilolve
andi joy bad dicti witlî lien loved onles (1 : 3-5). The
Lord liath testified againat=e; bati shown lier
by -%vbat slie bati gene through, that she 'aras 'avnong 1ii
leaving bomne. The Almighty hath aMflcted me.
Note the Hlebrelw vie'.v thiat suffering is Uic direct
penalty of sin.

22. The beginnmig of barley harvest ; at thîe
enîd o! April. Thîis statement premares mis for the
evexits thiat follow~. wbene gleanlng iii tîte liairve.st-
fieldi, Ruth meets floaz. a relative cf lier linsbaiid, andt
lie marrieshler. She thus becanie ollîcof the liîîe of
(lime axicestors et Davidi and of Jesus tîte Christ.

A lesson -%vriter
9; suggests that the

~ ~ ver3' bemat trcatnicnt
kof tiîis i1emglo

o! Rouih cami fnlly a
~~ '-~ tfiifcent nuniber et

tumes, andthenîc tell
the story to oeue an-
ollier. tryliig to sec
ivilch could tell IL
iMost correchly, miot-
lng a tew explanit-
tory poinits lîcre aiîd
therc anîd ciosing
'avltl the repetition of
thme 'aîîmory verse.
Tt woulti give a tre-sî
in'preesion o! a. du.

11luatratlve ~Iotaa> lightfîil story.
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