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THE CHURCHMAN'S

FRIEND.

bave been a bold and sanguine man who could
believe that there was any soft si‘e to her,
“ Now that yow've despatched your visitor,”

; enid the Bishop, as Mr. Slowton aguiu appeared

in the study, “I hopo we shall have the re-
maiuder of the evening to ourselves, so thut we
can have a suug confabulation on matters pa-
rochial; for certainly there seems to me to be
fow purishes in the diocese which are likely

; soon fo becoms more important than yours,”

“ 1t hus become a wonderfully thriving place,
my lord, nu doubt; and in course of years, if it

. continuo to increase, its importance will cer-

tainly be considerable.”
“lt is that already

answered the Bishap,

: “and as for its increase, that is as certain as

any thing human can be, In regarding the
condition of such places fiom a Cliristian point
of view, a fecling of great and alnost burden-
soe amioty atd responsibility takes posses-

- sion of my mind, how to make the spiritual

improvement of such places keep pace with
their temporal advancement.”

“ Aliem—very true,” observed Mr. Slowten,
Iooking uncomfurtable, “but still I'm very glad
to say that we have not stood- quite still heio in
spiritual things, whle the‘town has been -

- creasing. We have madé no less than three

additions to the-church within comparatively a
fow yearr. And I really think, though we
have hardly finished our last improvement, we
must very soon do something more in order (o
increase the number of our pews.”
<-4 Every measure f success in divine things
ia'no doubt g*ourd for devout acknowledgment,”
observed the Bishop reverently; but after all, a
¢litirch affording accomnmodativn for four or five
hundred: is but a scanty supply of church room
for 1 population of more than as many thou-
sand.”

4 But, my lord, it is-our lope and intention,
Loforo fong, to ereet & new church to hiold some

fiiteen hundved, and then there can be no pos- |

ribla want of room for the church people.”
ST am very glad to hear you suy so. I

hemd it nsntioned before.  When do you think |

- of commencing ? next year?

“ Wiy 00" said Mr. Slowton, looking rather
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penter who did the work_agreed to accept his
payments in small iustalments, anl the parishi-
oners Liked the arrangement because it kept
them from feeling tho expense.”

“ Humph,” said the Bishop, “ when then do
you expecet to be in a position to begini
. %1 can bardly say. Why the—indeed the
idea has hardly taken a very definite form. We
tadk of it; and perhaps threo or four years
hence T should hope that wo shall be able to do
something in the matter.”

“Three or four years before you are ablo to
do any thing,” repeated tho Bishop. “Why
Lefore you could finisk at that rate, Clackington

wiil be twice tho size it is at present, aud so !
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the proportion of chureh accommodation will

not Le much greater than it is at present.”
“ But you know, my lord, we cann.. do im-
possibilities.”

“Very true,” said the Bishop with a smile, |
“but do you really think it impossible to do

any thing to iverease church room in Clacking-
ton at once?”

“Why really I hardly see how it is to bo
managed. Considering what wo have lutely
done, T don't know how we could propose sany

, fresh effort immediately.”
“But I thought you said just now that, -

slank.  “We have not yet quite pahl off the
debt ineurred by our late enlargement, which |
" railway—uot @ dozen of the workmen ever |

is ‘heing liquidated by the pew rents, and is

+ conserpeently only gradually effected.  The car-

owing to the easy terms of payment, the peapls
did not feel what they have lately doue; and
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people, in worldly things, don't often need

much rest after efforts which they do not feel.
What would you think of suggesting to them

the idea of building another church at the

present extremity of the town?”

« Another church ! an additional church °
does your lordship mean?” and Mr. Slowton’s -

heart sank within him, for he felt that Iis
worst fears were likely to be realized.

“Suarely -

you cannot suppose that there is any present |

necessity for a church there; and, besides, if
there was, there aro no means to build it.”

# As to necessity,” replied the Bishop, “thero
is already a considerable population connected

with the varicus railway works, and the place -

is evidently growing so rapidly in that neigh-

borhood that there will be the peoplos to fill it .

before the church is built”

*But I assuro your lordship that there are

hardly any chureh people connected with the

come to c¢hurch.”
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