HY
e, -

This statement. which t« doubiless eseentially l over-cstimated,  But they have certainly not ex- { bors of the missionaties in diction~ties, &e, Tam

accurate, shows it relatively—«o far as the
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ammeld the salyeet with care, lze they would

number of its adherents as concerned—the posie 1 have come to o very ditferent conclusion.

tion of Chtisuanty i the nuddie of he mine-
teenth ceutury (s aot quite so bad as some peo-
ple suppose,

Butihe view becomes more cheenng, by far, | States—whan a sughty influeses it waon would ' some titne,
' . + .
when we look au s postion m goine oiher te- j cavst apon she wontn' - Wihat aliost of Chins- ! house, wineh he rems for twe yeu

apects,
1. ‘The Chnstian conutsies—which constitute

Nosw, of el the poruons of Chnstendomn pos- !

scssed gniy as much true religion nesome do—
lor example, Great Brito and  these United

already alle to understand a geeat part of what
1 hear i preaching. and ean also geaerally inake
wysell understood by those about me, although,
of course, T am not yet thinking of speaking puh-
hiely, amd may not be able to do this suitably for
Dr Younghae just got settled in the
its from & tmse

tan upssionaries would annually go forth to tee | stonary who has gone home, and i< going on with

place thuse who anoually fall on the finkd of bate

the sehools, &e., as before, Fhe people here

surors entire (with the duubtful excepuion of | tle, or to make new iursions inte the terntnry | present i great conteast to the Canton population

Turkey, in which there ate i fact e Chusu-
205® than Mohammedans) and all Amenca (with
the exception of the north-western part of Nosth
Axgrica, and the middle and sonthicrn portions
of South Americaj~contmnall the snpernior civil-
ization of the worlll.  Whateves may be the civ-
ilization of Mohammedan countnes, nnd of ludia
and China, or any other part of the non-Chris-
tian wotld, no one will undetake to mamtun
that it is equal, or even comparable, to that of
Christian lands.  Where are the edoeation, the
acience, the art, the good government, the whole.
some laws, the wealth of the world, but in
Curestiax Couxvries T On alus point there can
be no comparison insututed betwen Christendom
and the rest of the world.

2. ‘The commerce of the world is in the hands
of Christian nations, and consequently they pos.
sces all the advantages for propagatng the reli.
gion of the Saviour throughiout the world, which

this state of thungs gives them. ‘The ships of | sions?  How important is the Home Missionary
Christian nations traverse every ocean, and theie | work of Chrstendom! 1s it not as incumbent
sails whiten cvery sea, and strait ned bay. And | onus to pray and labour fur the rexeneration of
soon the steamers of Christian natons” will be | Christemdom, as to pray and labour for Hleathen

seen making their foannng way on every river of
the habitable plobe. Thisstate of thinga must be
duly” estimated by all who would form a correct
opinion of the position, inflocace, and pospecis
of Christianity in the world at the present day.

3. The military power of the world 13 now in
the hands of Cluistian nations,  In his respeet
these has been a wonderdn) chanse within a few
centuries, o the year 1115, when the Couuncil
of Constance was busy in extirpating Heresy, and
ahout the time that John Husse and Jegome of
Prague, were hurning at the stake, the victorioue
Mohainmed 1, the powerful Padishah of the
‘Lurks, marched his troups to Salvborg, in Sombi
emn Gennany 3 and for aught we can see, might
have marched them to Constance, and sent the
holy Fathers about better business,  Rven in
1633, one ofhis suceessors, Mohammed 1V, thun-
dered at the gates of Vienna, and cansed il
Cliristendom to guake ! At ahat penod the Bare
Jary States were formidable enough to enslave
the commerce in the Medinerranean Sea, of the
wost powerful nations of Europe.  And the
Fagan cmpires in India and Clina wete quite
forinidatile.

Very different i< the present state of things,—
As to Turkey, the only Molammedan Power
worlhy of mestion, the linde Kingdom of Tlolland,
with only three millions of jubabitants, has, in
reality, more inhierent strengihy, and could in six

months sweep the Parkish commerce from the

ocean,  Anda few Euglish ships of war, with
somc fifteen or twenty thonsand traaps abonrd,
gte now quite suflicient to frighten the Emperor
of China into the aceeptance of the most unfa-
vourable tenmns,

What has brought about this state of things?
You will ageee with me in believing that Chris-
Sianity has done j1. The civilization which
Gliristian nations owe to Christianity has given
them that superiority in letters, in arts, in sci-
ences, in commerce, in wilitary affairs, which in
these times fornis an astonishing contrast he-
tween Christendotn and thie rest of the world,

fiere are men who affect to believe that the in.
fluence of Christianity, in 1his respect, has been

* 1 apeak of naminal Chyisuans, of course ;
and itisin this sensc that I use the word through-

out this leter, unl~~s when qualified by some
other word.

ol the Enemy !
the Trath, Ruesin woull hen send down into !
the very et of Asia' How sahwary would the
miluence of Italy and Spain be on the Moham-

medans of Notthern Aloen ! ‘The wotk of cone
verting ihie world would advance withaceelerated !
apidiny, and the time wonld not be rery far ofl’!
when it would be proclaimed i Heaven, nswell s

What an anfluence in belalf of !

m their kind and jespectfal tpaument of foreigne
ers  lo thus respreet, it seewn to e as it 1 were
now in a dillerent country. My dwelling among
them, where 1 at present am situated, seems to
be no more noticed than if | were one of them-
aclves, ‘Phey seem also filvoralily disposed to the
hearing of the Gaspel, although it is true, on the
other hand, that [ have not seen, as yet, to large

bers at public mectinge, as T have often teen

throughaut the Earth, that the kingd of this
wotll have become the kingdoms of our Gop and
of His Cunist, Is it not worth while, then, to
make efforts to bring about the regenceation—the
renewed cvangelization of all the portions of
(nominal) Christendom which need it? And
cannot Butish and American Protestants be inade
to see and foel the itnportance of this great work
—so indispensable to the speedy nd complete
rubjugation of the world to our lord and Saviour
Jisus Cnause?

Oh, haw nuportant is the work of Hlome Mis-

[

lnad«?  Mast certasaly it is, ‘
I am your triend stad brother in the fanh and
service of our Comnton Saviovs.
ft. Bamnop.
et —

CHINA.

THE REV. W. C. BURNS TO TUE CONVENER.

AMoy, August 5th, 1851.

My vnan Friesn~The post left Amoy so
suddenly last month, that T had no thne o write,
but you wonld {earn from De. Young's letter 10
Mr. Mutthesou that Ihad come here. 1 wus
very unwilling to feave Canton, but my efforts 10
got a suitable place for going on m the work in
the way that 1 had been domg, altagether faed ;
and liging refused n place wineh 1 had hoped to
zet two or three days afier 1 wrote you, 1 made
up my mind to come to Amoy, and accordingly
cmbarked on the 26th ot June, in the barque
Herald, feom Whampoa to this place.  We had
a very favorable passage, and on the way ! had,
in the kind arrangemient of Divine Providence,
the prvitege of spending two days (Sabhath and
Maonday} at Hong-Konyg among fonmer friends.
1 reached Amoy on the Hih of July, so that 1
Lave been already a month here. 1 stayed, on
my arsival, with Mr. Swrenach, of the London
Saciety, whe, with all the other brethren, gave
me a very hind welcome, and then tock up my
abode, at least {or the preseat, m a small but well
aired upper room attached 1o the selvol, wlich
wag made over to Dr. Young by another mission-
ary; on his arrival hete last year. T am thus at
but 2 short diatance from wy brethren, set down,
much to my mind, in the very midst of the peo-
ple; and with so many Chinese voices around
e, and the privilege of jnining daily in warship
conducted in this dialeet, I am gradually acquic-
ing the language which I must now speak. This
is very different from the language spoken at
Canton, not only from the sounds given to the
same characters being almost entirely different,
but alse from the fact, that of the languags com-
monty spoken licre, there is * very censiderable
proportion which has o proper represcatative in
the written language, and is in other provinces
of China wholly unknown. However, availing
wyeelfl of the aids which are furnished by the la-

i
i
i
i
i
l

in Canton [ shinfl not add more at present, but
desiring to be ever remembesed at the throne of
arace, :
1 am ever, dear friend,
Yours affictionately,
W, C. Burxs,

[ ——
MICRONESIA.
— oY

Under its proper head will be found the em-
barkation of several missionaries, wlio are «x-
pected ta commicnce a new mision ameng those
groups of islands in the Pacific Ocean, which are
comprised under the general name of Micronesia,
a tesm which signifies ¢ the region of ematl
istands.”  ‘he substance of what is known of
them and of their inhabitants, is contained in the
eharge, given 1o De Guhick at his ordination, by
De. Powroy 5 from which the account that follows
is drawn 1=

Micronesia comprisesseveral gtoups of islands,
lying north of New Gumena and the Feejee Ielandw,
cact of Celehes and whe Philippines, and south-
west of the Sandwich Islands, extending through
about forty degrees of longitude and twenty of
latitude, almost the whole of it being north of
the equator.  The principal groups in this divi-
sion, are the Pelew, Ladrone, Caroline, Ralich
and Radick Islands, Mulsgraves and Kingsmill,
‘T'he islands are very unmerous, but not large.

The Micronesians are of the same race with
their nerghbors, the Polynesians, to whom the
Sandwich ldanders belong, and are like them in
complexion, features, physical structure, language,
customs, and genceral charactenstics.  ‘Fhere are,
however, some diversities in the different groups
of the region.  The more southern islands have
evidemly received some accessions, and some

madifications of complexion fnd character, from
the Melanesians on therr southern border, while

the western section has cleatly been renched by
influcnce from the Asiatic continent,

‘They are social and enterprising. A constant
intcrcommunication is kept up by the inhabitants
of the diflerent groups and islands, a circumstance
highly fiavorable 1o the spread of the gospel amnogn
“hem.  In their voynges, it is said, they govemn
their courses by the stars with great accueacy.
They divide the horizon into twenty-eight points,
giving to cach a name.

‘Their «kill in some of the arnts is considerable,
Their eanoes, which sail cither way with equal
facility, are covered with a varish of native
manufacture, which readers them water-tight,
The girdles or sashes which they wear, are
made of the filaments of the hanana plant, not
braided as in other parts of the Pacific, but wbven
in a simple Joom, the shutle being much like
that in use among us. .

In regard to general character, all navigators
who have visited them, are strikingly agrecd, and
testify that their most striking trait is a certain
native kindness of heart, sweetness of natural
temper, and sn absence of harsh and violent feel-
ings, very rarcly to be found among men in the
swage state. They are distinguished also l:tom



