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THE HON. AND REV. BAPTIST NOEL.

Our renders may have read in the papers of the
_day, that this most respectéd - minister, whose se-
ceseton from the Church.of England tutely made
oo much noise, has joined the Baptists, having.
been re-haptized by immersion. " We sce it stated
that he disavows the principles of close common-
jon.  An estcemed contemporary—the Editor of
the Prealyterien af the West—in noticing the
event,_justly remarks: * It is not uncommon for
even good men to pase rapidly from one extreme
to its opprosite.”

We do not, however, regard this as the whole

explanation of the change of Mr. Noel's views in
regard to Daptiem. We think that it may, in part.
at least, be peférred to the principle which we
olten see brought out in the conduct of men in
vegned to religions matters—that where they-have.
tield truth, whether in the profession of doctrine,
or.in the obsérvance of Divine institutions in
muxed or adulterated form, the discovery of the
error sometimes leads to the rejection of the truth
also. Thus, the Church of England, of which
Mr. Noel was 80 long. a tinister, holds many
dangerous crrors on the subject of Baptism, and”
{1 many ways corrupts the administration of that
_ordinance to infunts. According to her Liturgy
-the ontward_sign and the inward grace are re-
gudcd as insepmrable—sn that the judges in what
are called her spiritanl courts, have now formally
and authoritatively declared that Baptisminl Re-
generation i< an article of her ereed. In consis-
tence with this doctrine, no unbaptized . person,
whether babe or adult, can have the burial setviee
yead over him § for that rervice asmimes that the
« departed™ is a dear brother ot sister—one of the
elect.

Then, in regard to the adminiatration of Bap-
tieem to infante, the Church of England, practically
at least, averlooks the ground on which this is to
be justificd,  8he hias no where-given the precise,
and, as we regard it, seriptural announcement of
our Shorter Catechism—+ Vhe children of such as
arc members of the-visible Charch are tg he bap-+
tized.”" Nay, in one-of -thé canons, she authori-
tatively requires that “ No parent shall be urged
to be prescnt, nor be admitted to answer as God-
father for his own'child? Now, when mcmbers
or ministers of the Church of LEngland come to
have their cyes opened to these and cther errors,
connccted with infant baptizm, it does not very
greatly muprise us, that they are ready to re-
nounce, in all enser, the practice itsclf, as though
it were unscriptural, ) ‘

The Rev. Thomas Scott, the distinguished
Commentator on the Bible, had-been a minister’
of the Church of ‘England before he wuy convert-
ed; and afier he was converted, he well nigh
made the very-tranaition which Mr. Noel has now
made, The account which Mr. Scott gives of
of himeelf is so interesting and instructive, that
theugh somewhat lengthened, we hesitate not to
quote it i— )

“ Whea [ published the¢ Force of Truth, I had
never aticnded 10 any controversies concerning
church government, or any kindred subjecte. [
found myzself a minister of the establishment, and;
as 1 saw no sullicient reacon to- relinguich my

sration, T was eatidfiod that-it waz my duty to re-
-t it But, soon afier, the controveisy concerne

ing baptiem,” whether it shonld be adiinistered
to infants, or only 10 mdults professing faith, * fell

in my way; and, for_sme time, 1 was_ahinost”

ready 1o conclude, that-the antipnedobaptists were
right. ‘This gave me_great uncasiness : not heeauee
1 was solicitous whether, i the search after trath,
T were led among them or elsewhere ; but beenuse
1 feared being misiéd ; and deprecated following
my pmblication with a further and neediean chiange,
which might bring diseredit upon jt,—Many, very
‘many penyers, necompanied with tears, did 1 pour
ont on this subject. I read-hooks on hoth sides
of the nuestion) but received -no satisfaction. 1
beeame even afraid of administering baptiem op
the Tord’s Supper.  Bat 1 eaid to -myself, ¢ He
that heliev=th” shall not make haste : 1 must re-
tan my station, 0l L havetaken time to examine
the nbject fully : and T nist in the menn tine do
whatt retaining that station requires’—1t jé re
markable that, in thix instaned alone, my wife ap-
peared greatly distreased, in the prospect- of my
changing my sentiments.—At length T Inid aside
all controversial writings, and determined to seck
satisfaction on this queation, a< [ had - on others,
by seirching the seriptures and prayer. 1 was
no les« tine than three giarters of 2 year engaged
in thizinvestigntion, before ¥ eame to aconclusion *
tt 1 waa then so fully satisfied that the . infant
children of belicver<, and of nll who make n ered-
ible_profes<ion of faith, nre’the proper subjects of

“baptiem, that I have never since been much trou-

bled abont it.

“ This was my conclucion, especially from the
identity of the covenant made with Abraham,and
that sill mnde with believers 3 and from eircim-
cision” heing the-sacrament of regenertion under
the old dispensntion; az haptism is ander the new,
and the seal of _the richteouancas of faith.—
"Abraham received thizseal long after he believed 3
-Tsnne, when an infant; Ishimael, when thitteen
years of age.  ‘The mea of Abraliam's household,
and- Fsan, though uninterested in the promises
concerning Canaan, yet, a3 n part of Abraham's
family; and of the vicible church, were chcumeised
hy the 1 of God himself. The circum-
cision of infants was enjoined, with denunciations
of weth against those who neglected it.  The
apostles were Jarachtes, accustomed to this svstem,
Adnlt gentiles were admitted among the Jews by
circumeision, and their male children were cir-

cumecised also,  In Christ there is seither male-

nor female—Had only adults been designed 10
be the subjects of Cliristian baptism, some, prohi-
hition of admisting infants would have been requi-
site ; and we should ‘rever lhave read, a< we do,
of honschalde Leing Laptised, without any limi-
tation or exeeption of thiz kindbeing- intimated.—

TIa ghort; vinless it can be proved that circiuncision

was not the sign, or sacrament, of regencration,
even az baptiam now i3, [ cannot see how the ar-
qument can be answered: and all the common
ohjectiona against infant-haptism, a2 administered
to subjects incapable ‘of the professions required
and the henefite intended, bear with equal force
againat infant-cireumcizion. o ’

“The conciusion, thug drawn, rests not on this
one ground alone: ecollateral proof was not, amd
is not, overloohed : but mv idea always was, that
not the privileze of the infantut the duty of the
parent, is the grand thing to W accertained: and
this clears away much extrancous matter from the
argument,

“To the question of immersion, or sprinkling,
or pouring, I never attached any great importance.
Immersion ia doubitless baptiem ¢ and so in sprink -

ling, or pouring, sccording to my novaried judg-’|

ment.  If a fow texta scem to nllude to baptiam
hy figures taken from immersion, how inany speak
of the baptinn of the Ialy Spirit, under the idea
of pouring out upon na " ' ‘

This further change in the views of Mr. Noel,’

will tend to injure-the teatimony against Eeclesi-

astical establichments, which e has borne botl by

his <reezsion from the Chinrch of Enelaad and !

LAY

his bool. against the nnion o, "Chwzeh and Srare,

e

Though it is_praper to_ observe, _that_ his writien

testimony in that book, unanawerahle ss we bee

licve it to be -in- many of its positions,” againet-
Etgte-en‘dowed (“hmchﬂ. omits altogether the

nntice of some imporiant principles respeeting
the duties -of Civil Rulers to Christ :and ‘s -
kingdom—if it does not hy-imglication et -least,
teach, that they owe no homnge to Zion's King
at all; and in so far we regard “Mr Noel's hook,
-with all its excellencies, an defective ar erroneous,
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"PROPOSED RETRENCHMENT.

Our readers will find in ‘another enlumn, & short
letter from a respected cotrempondent in Comwall..
1t ja to ourselves at least, very mgnestive of -re-
flections ; but we have no space at present to give
erpression to. them. Suffice it to. say, that. we
approve of hie censure, so fur as he has exprered
it, of the state of thinge amongst us, by which the
spiritual labourer, in some cases, is left to all but
penury. In.any ‘such case; there is doubtiess
much to be blaincd, cither in the_particular con--
gregation in which the minister is_ not duly . pre<
vided for, or in the-FPreshytery which-hae the
oversight of it.  But we do uot approve of the
remedy which our correspondent recommends for
the. removal of the evil referred 16—a retrench«
ment from such objects as” the French Canadisn-
Missions and the Foreign Missions of the Free
Charch.  Ah! we much fear:that the congrega-
tion that saves, as it may suppose, by not collects
ing for the henighted Romanists of Canada Eset,
and the perishing nillions of Hindostan, will' aet
be very generous either to its own minister or:t0
our Seminary for mini They who.can re-
trench- by €xtinguishing m y feclings, will
retrench also by curtniling their expenditure for
the sustentation” of the miuistry of- the- .
amongst themsclves, o

Oh, no!_people of our Canadian Church ! by
your regard to the laws, of Jesus, which n
yott to maintain his-servants, be kind and liberal
to thém, and.devise also liberal- thingg for-the
training up a cession of “ministers ;-and yet;
also, by your regard to the honour of that same
blessed One—by your desire to see men res-
cucd by Him.from n coming wrath—pray, and
contribnite for the diffusion of the knowledge of-
i< pune, alike among Jew and Gentile ;. and
welcome every opportunity afforded you of help-
ing forward this great consummation. ;

.DUN NV]L!.B CHURCH:

Parsextatione.—On Tuesday last, the female
portion of the congregation here, presented to the
mizsionary of our Church, at present residing in
this place, throuzh Miss Millar, a handsome Pale
pit Pible, and Pealm Book, covered with Morocen,
and bearing a-suitable inscription—to be by him
handed aver. for the use of those  who may con-
duct the ministrations-of the sanctuary,. until 8
stated pastor is settled-among them:, This valee
able gift was received with pleasure, and the re-
qiest- of the donora cheerfully attended-to.. It
was our privilege aleo, a few wecks. ago, to res
ccive from a friend a pair. of Salvers for-
tiona; amd, in addition to these présents, owt
pulpit, which has just been made, has been cover-

with suitable cloth, and other furnishings, by-
anatlier friend. ] ’ ’
Such ifis as these are_acceptable at any time,
but specially so as in the preseiit instance, when
there is no sestled minister. ~ We sincerely ho
that the Lofd will, in his own" gocd time, con
upon the peaple hiere, this most prociots boon.—=
Last weeli the Rev, Mr. Cheyne, of Salificet, ore

! gmaized the. congregntion, 'and on Sabbath dis-

rensedd the colemn ordimiinee of the Lord's Sapper.,
Py e, Sopr, 21, 1849 = Communiented,



