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:Chriat, ‘and of the high mummcnls we hare m-chmi, through |Iwblemng
- of God, mny.be 1raced to the defects -which accompanicd, and the’ ‘back:
-alidings tblrh followed the reformation from I'-qwty,

“These were extrotdinary.and -sutring times. Jnhn Kanx, the celes.
brated Scottich < Reformer, and his. condyutore, ai the. eatlier period-of
p-bloc excitement, withgreat wisd m, and we doubt not- under the guil-
-anee of the Spmx nl‘(-ml., following no éxisting - model, but- “looking, di-
rtuly into she Holy Senprures, had > otganizedl “the Chusch in’ Scotland
-cmnhng 1o the 'reshytenan funn.uml the great mass of tehgmuo socis
-el that country .were: auaclml “to” this model, ““Iheir: ctlorta™ were
“blessed by God for. vastly amportant puposes, and ‘the ” lnpp) results of
1s are expeticneed at the preseut ‘day, “The seformation, it
1, prospered s long as the Church retained ita uulrpcmlcncc B
ud itself to- be rc-nmml to the. State, by necepts-
Lanental prine’ple

nf I‘n, ery, its pro;rmg “came-to+
no\mcul with all the gros ertors of the ayatem, and the purity of
gvllcll ‘niath was evhibited |n|l Illc moumdu of the- Stewnrt fumily.
“the right - of ‘ﬂqmme
)unlgmrnl in nll wc.r;wuwl a3 well as cml matters. 'lllc fifst feformas
ﬂon um!ﬂ I\nox and his muncdnle I'ull(mtm, way a(ennlxly mowculcd gy
\ns ifested in-upposition -to various efforts which
ade 1o abr ‘lbe o desteay Ihe' hlmly wherewith Chiist hind made-
Ilm\l ‘fice. T the important ohjects in view, the Londs ‘into “which
many vl'llle reformers entered- towasds the commencement, ~and in the
aclicr progress of their great druggle, and the-National Confession and.
Cuvcnnxul, which aficrwards was so gel nrm“y aworn and subseribed, and,
i scasonyof pent, tenened; were eminently conducive; :\s they were
“areailed by thuse who wete gezolutely liostile, both to ther civit and reif
ous principles, the ineasute of unting mgeu.er for the eupport ol the
comaion cause, and of solemaly. pled sing. |Imn<t~hcs to Lm.l uml to c-nch

-in “the King's nume. )‘(‘l the ministers and el«lers, with Chu-!hn lmlxl and’
zeal; regatdless of civil authosity’ when . it invaded . the ;-mugavn'cs of
Zion's King. continund 1o sit, in: spititual jérisdiction, till tiiey. had: overe:
turmed the w!mlc faliric ul'(lnumh Government, which James and Ch'\rles

-But -ceonlnw to the fooli
~this asenibly were sent to the king for ratification, who,behevmg. of p!r-

- of apostolic authority, and ¢

-the nation, that he agreed to withdeaw hls troops, and to perm it

“monatch and his- counsellors t
“Thecateningd. and lostlities,

tice mllmul ||mnuung Sxme mlcrfvnnte, and refueed 0 !:e puptnmmded.
watched, nml controlied in future by any monnrch or | mynl wmmineloney.
and sinful ‘castom” of the timea, : the seis of

h_a;‘u_ only pretending to belicve, the, on!n of bishops in the Church to be-
Sptecopil plan to be aéii;nlfml. refused his
sanction to all that this assembly had done. The' Presbyte
land, thesefore, -unwagrantably we.would sy, pnpnnd [ de&nd |Imc
Church Goverimeat by arms.  The king,. at thic same time, levied an
ammy to.support: his- authority. ﬂu( such. was the: distracied state:ot'
the Acts
of Assembly to take effect., Sull- there was opposition’ 10, Chirist's cause
from the Popish and Prelntic pattics, and new :xcu-cs were found by lhe

fricnds of tite Preshyterian cause ;. and from I|li9 p}vno.l for cc\ErnI years,
thie prozpierity uf the. Church was great, Hn. Lord gave wsllmony
wilniees to lis.own work by a rematkable doan-[murmg of -His Spitit

“feotnt on high, on the indicatotics, anil assemiblies of his people for wor~
-ship.

—the_ pleacure
sown, which

The word of the Tiard 'was. pow\'rlul and: auccess
of the Lord did prosper through the- Innd. aud’ a seed

the fnry and.tage of  twenty-eight years of hot:persecution. afterwards

could not extirpat (Givks Display.)-

“and promol -i it, was not less accordant with the law of nawe nnd lhe
dictatés of wisdom, than &dapted “to their. circumstances. It must excite !
“regret, however, that thoughthiey. nobly ssserted.the sole Headship of

of Ik civil powers l‘ur eupputting (heir feligious professign,  Not satisfied -
'\vuh procuring the m-enlul laws wh 4 estublished iniquity, and empow-
to pewcuu- all who enbraced”

‘Protestaat- gunuphs nor- with obtaining -security - for the- unmolested
prafusum and exervise.of the rrfunncd fanh, worship, ¢ and dmphne,lhey
wouhl per it

o other faith to be pml}&fed, and would have that civil au-
i formerly had exclusively enforced submision to Papal usurs

-ather religious prmc-p.e 1 the obscivancy. of other modes of woselip..
The teying circumstances in which they were placed; from the spirit and
Qﬂ'uﬂ.of the enemies of their religron and- liberties, may furnish an_apal-
n.y for. thrm, but not- . vindication of. their - measures ; and” the. conses .
qQuences, were really injurious:to.the: interests. of Lrug religion, Many,
emmlly among the higher orders; mﬂm‘ncu‘l by political considerations, |
assumed the profession of the reformed taith, ‘though in.fact hosule 10 it,
.and 'Iy waited for.a'fit opportunity, which in thage - uaseitled times fre- .
~quen|lv “oceurred; to display that hostility” . (Hlistorical- Testimony, of the
:United Secession Church.)
“In the early parts of the seventecath century, James VI, and Charles I..

<employed their authority mainly by persizting in” impueing ceremonics of |

Feligion on their subje vet3 in Scotland, 10, which the. more serious classes
‘were conv:wnuoualy opposed. A Imngy way at |l'll"lh Prepared, and
“attemipts made 10 nodel the Church-according t0” the - Epircopal form.—"
But lh]s excited the popular uge, and led on to seenes of sinle and vio
’leuce, which terminated in- what-was called the Second: Reformation.—~.
Such movements ugain suggegml the necessity of ngmous cumbmauon
amung the friends of Christ, afier the mainer of-their fathere, and led 1o
the unewal of the National “Covenant, in -which Prelacy, as well as
Popery, was ! I, a0d in which the subscribers bound them.
ypoee nll leh!uou- innoyations. Thm' boldnm and :enl

o modifications.. But nmhm( short ol an.entire aboli-
:elacy wwl-l satigfy. the’ Iudeu of .the Bcolmh Chuteh., * The-
ous (‘.rnen\ Assembly, of 1638, pmctede-.l therefore to:take- steps for:).

:leagie and n

Church, lhcy placed a0 niuch depcuslc.nu ou: the esertion:}”

-the Rcform‘mon itzelfy and . the .meang which were empl

- great a auin on the Government

d the Second ‘R and certainly it was an
lx was dunn; this season that the -okmn
was d and subscribed, hnvmg in view a
greater nity in religion the- three: kingdo It was
now also that the Westminster A<eembly met, and compiled : those inval-

This wos
era of great pititual progress,

(.

nuble all_ndmla of the Coul‘emou of Faith, and catechisms ‘larger nnd
- shorter, which, with few exceptions to lhennmclen have been reto‘m.ed.
by Pn-byk‘nana of almost every naine, from that period to

But, *in- reviewing this period, it is _necessary.to_distinguish, between:
Y-
10 promote-

and secure it. . Of these many were dictated by round umlom. and admir.

. ‘ably adapicd to meet and eubdue the vpposition with which the Reformers
_had to contend.

‘Yet we must lament that the epiriwal concerns of the
kmg«lom of our Lord Jesus Christ, were too much blended with the puhl-

“ical transactions of this eventful penod and that our ancestors manifested:

too tauch of a apirit of dependence: on the civil power, for i1s sanction of.
all their ecclesinsti for ref jon, and of. the whole of their
religious profession ;. and, inso faras they empluyed civit force for impos--
ing their n'hgwnu eystem, rxcellem 88 it was, or- eulueelrd 10 ciril penals:
tics, fur t g 10 their o , and ' whose prin-
ciples or nclwns were miot plainly injumms 10 the peace nnd nrd‘t of civil®

. ‘gociety, we must disapprove of their- conduet; as"inconisistent- “with the

spirit of Chns ianiny.””
The seeds of evangelical dectrine; l_hmg:gh.the blgseing of God, were

- extensively sown in Scotland during the reign of Chorles I, and the pro-
“tectorate of Cromwell, so that when (;lggrlgs 11. was called to the throne,

Precbyterians were and highly - disti lied for piety and zeal.
But the interference of the State, which” had” been too l-mcly uubm-lled
to, even by the godly nml conscientious, and the injurious tendéncy of ub:ch

* they did not fully peréeive, was now,in the soveteign providence of Gud, to
- be permitied to oceasion one of the most fiery trinls 10 which any pomon
- of the Redéemer's Church had ever been eub,ecled
- tience of professors were now ‘1o be brought to the leu. o

d the. faith and pa--
is onleal was
the pecsceution swhich nvged Forit the Restoration i i 1660, to the Revolu-

 tion in"1668;

It is not necessary hiere to give a sketch of that dismal persecution—ao0,
Great Britain, and 0 calamitous to.
slly in: Seotland.. -Sufficé it to sy

the lemnlm of God's. people, eapel



