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professors of hol*neiss, had it been brouglit
before them. 17he experionce in. quies-
tion remained a puzzlhng oneO up to the
timeo f our absolute abandonmeiît i'o
Divine guidance.

At that time 'vo wero holding special
services at ani appointrnent 8on. six
miles £rom the parsomnage. Several hiad
commenced to seek salvation, but none
had as yot coflscioLsly obtained.

On the Friday forenoon, of the second
week, we were at pi'ayer for the services,
in our study, when suddonly the spirit
of prayer camre upon us in a remnarkable
degree. Whilst thus engagec wve were
called to dinner. :Now, it se happened,'
that a couple of our parishioners had
cornie to visit their pastor and family,
and were exp)ecting to dine with us.
flore was a question to decide. On the
one hand wcre the dlaimns uf tho pro-
tracted meeting, on the othor the dlaims
of courtesy, and the possible spiritual
profit of these legitimate visitors.

Wo dnecided in behaif of the latter,
intending as soon as possible to return
to our prayer-closet for continued devo-
tions. But wvhen we essayed to take up
prayer where we liad broken off, we
found that tho spirit of prayer had left
us and would not return.

At the evening service we had great
power and liberG?, and a number of
fresh ones came out as seekers, but not
one obtained conscious salvation. The
next day the weather changred so cteci-
dodly as to close the meeting. It was
the Iast service of the series. Would
not the holiness editors of to-day treat
this incident somewhat after the pattern
of the above extract? Can anyone give
an infallible rule by which one might be
safely guided at such trying imes?
Well might Spurgeon exclaim, in view
of such perpiexities, et0 for an oracle!"1

Well, we have found just such an
oracle, but we knew the floly Spirit
thon only in a limited sense as guide, and
yet how small that limitation wvas may
ho gathered fromn the fact that this was
the only instance during two ycars of
niinisterial workz on that field -where
we t'ollowed is guidance with doubtful
stop, still it was one, and it caused us to
realize that there was somo wvant of our
being stili unmot. We had not thon

accepted the lloiy Spirit as the one and
only law of life, und -,o vore ieo. led
into ail tî'ith on tliat occasion.

TRE GENERAL CONFEýqS«I0N.

A suhscriber asks the following questions:
&Clo'v caui tAie General Conifessi-on in the

Ritual bo repeated overy niottli 1by any one
enjoying full sal'atiou: 'We ae.knowledge
aîid hewail our manifold sins and Nvickeduess
wlhiohi we fror. limte to timne most greviuus1y
liave counitted, by thon ht, wvord, and doed,
against 'Iliy IDivine Majesty, provoking most
justly Thy wra.th and indignation against
us '1'ý

We remarkc:
1. If the above lagaeis to ho taken

literally as applying to one wvho is walking
daily iu the clear exporience of perfect love,
it is false.

2.The laiiguagoe of the Confession quoted
above wvas wvrtteu at a timo wvhou it wvas
grenerally believed that the best of Christiaus
"sinned agairnstGod in tiiotiglit, word and

deod oe'ery hour." A botter day lias dawned,
aud a botter ritual could doubless bo pro.
pared, if, indeed, a ritual likce that used by
Episcopal cliurche.- is needed.

3. We do not hesitate to join in repeat-
ing the, Ritual, xor iu singritg, "Proue to
,%vandler," on the principle that some of the
%vorshippers tnay fiud it expressive of their
real experieuco; and wve wvorship not atone
for our own conmfort, but as oiîe of a great
company wvith varied needs.

4. On general principles ;vo are sinners,
wve are sinful; wve have sinned, and the Con-
fession uîay refer to the time whien 'vo per-
sonally needed to make such a confession.

5. The inadvertent lapses, injWrmities and
miistakes of our lives need the cleansing
blood, and confession of our weakness and
peccability is miost appropriate. Tliough the
Ian guage of the Confession may seem strong,
yet it is l>etter Io confess loo inuch than too
little. \Ve cannot ho too humble Nvhen in
God's presonce, engaged in solemn acts of
worship.-Cli-istian Witness...

The italics are our own.-ED.

5'e The abovo two articles were -in
type for the last numbor, bu-Y were
crowded out.

DISOiRETION in speech is more than
eloquence.-Lorcl Bacon.


