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of .Paul, Io the Laodiceais.» There is
nothing'* ncw in it as compared with
Paul's "writings, and it could be ac-
cepted as canonical withoub compro-
mising Paul or any one else. Jt is a short,
unimportant letter.

IlThe Epistles of .Paul atnd Seneca"
comprise several short, friendly, unim-
portant letters, purporting to have passed
between them. 0f no value, if genuine,
further than in their relation to this
celebrated philosopher. The letters,
although very ancient, are not sufficiently
well authcnticated to be accepted as
genuine.

The next is, IlThe Acts of Paul and
Thiecla," a history of the conversion,
life, and death of Thecla, a convert of
IPaul; a curious, relict of these early
times; possibly ha,. its foundation in
some facts, but evidently so burdened
down with traditions that the whole is
worthless as containing any reliable
history.

Il The Generat Epistle of Bai-nabas,>
we place next, although in the list we
have been quoting from, the Episties
of Clement corne next. We do so
because it is the last of those which
make direct dlaims to apostolic origin.

The composition and sentiment of this
epistle are more in its favor as establish-

ing its genuineness than those of any of
te others. It would not scandalize the

New Testament had it been accepted as
canonical. Hoxvever, we do not impeach
the wisdom of those who concluded to
exclude it fromn the canon.

Rie writes in the spirit of Johin, not
assuming authority to teach ultimate
truth, bat as one amongst his equals
wvriting, for mutual profit. This char-
acteristic is brought out plainly in the
fo1lowving quotation: "I therefore, not
as a teacher, but as one of you, will
endeavor to Iay before you a fewv things
by which you mnay, on many accounts,
become more joyfuV'

In this epistie also wve i-ave the only
passage in ail the.-e apocryphal writings
havin~ any bearing on the workc of thie
ROIly qpirit as taughit in the New Testa-
ment. Here is the exEract entire:

IlBut how does Re dwell in us? The
word of Ilis faith, the calling of Ris
promise, the wisdom of Ris righteous

judgyment, the commnands of His doctrine;
HFe, Rimself, prophesies within us; Hfe,
Rimself, dwvel1eth in us, and openeth
to us, wTho were in bondage of death, the
gate of our temple, that is, the mouth of
wisdoin, having gliven repentance unto
us, and by this-means bas brought, us to
be an incorruptible temple. Hie, there-
fore, that desires to be saved looketh not
unto the man, but unto Humi that dwelleth
in Hum and speakethi by Hum; being
struck with wonder, forasmuch as he
neyer either heard Hum speaking such
words out of Ris mouth, nor even
desired to hear them. This is that spir-
itual temple that is built unto the Lord."

The wholc passage is somcewhat in-
volved and yet there struggles out from
its indistinctness the general idea of
the work of the Spirit as indweller and
guide. Indeed, it seems at one point to
refer to the gift of tongues.

This evident allusion to the distinctive
work of the Spirit, to our mind, is the
strongest internai proof of its early date;
indeed, is strong presumptive evidence
thbat, if not written by the apostle Bar-
nabas, it wvas at least written «by a con-
temporary, for in the writings of the
immediate disciples of the tirst aposties,
we look in vain for this distinctive work
of thedIoly Spirit.

It is truc that in this epistle also. the
tendency to exait the letter above the
Spirit is evinced, seeing that, there is
much'-more space given to the enforce-
mient of obedience to the letter of the
law than to thie work of the Spirit.

lIn one part of the epistie he ygives a
long list of commands to be obcyed, al
hieralded by the orthodox "<Thou shait,"
or 'I Thou shaît not." Among,,st inany
that are famniliar and Scriptural, are
somne that are very minute and even, in
some instances, exceeding the usual ideas
of what are Scriptural, as, for example,
the following:

"Thouj shait not entertain e)any doubt
whether it shall be or not be."

leThou shiait love thy neighbor abo.e
thyseif." vns h*hppnut

ciWhatsoever vnsshlhap ut
thec thou shait receive them as good.»

Thou shait communicate to thy
neighribor of ail thou hast ; thou shaît
not cail anythingr thy own."


