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MAY-DAY. ,
Y, FRANCIS FONRESTER, ESq. [

Even kings and queens,
with their lord and ladies,
used to keep May-day
somewhat after the same
fashion. Bluff old Harry
the Eizhth, wicked though
he was in many thing-,

MAY-DAY isat hand. The
#nbeam sends you a pic-
x’ge of its May-queen.

May has long been call-
1 the merry month—the

3 5 y ERCLN 467 Y2 e . l withhisgrave queen. Cath-
wrry month.of May. Neo £, . B ’ 3y o’ SN erine, and a gay retinue of
! nde_"- It is the month SNEANE Coo X > G Y .\ }Q?k(,!,/é)} B knights, barons, and ladies,
{]which the green grass, ‘ . f ey £ > Tl

3¢ opening leaves, the up-
singing Sowere and sunny
des, invite us out of doors
-}(east £yes o573 gye, and
fes too, on the sights,
ands, and odors of the
#ods and gardens. Then,
¢, outdoor sports begin
mong the children. Cro-
at, foot-ball, base-ball,
‘,‘ing, walking, running,
#ping, are in order. Merry
deed ! Who can help
dhg merry on May-day ?
B “thought of it makes
¥ old blood leap in my
, and almost inspires
wish that I were a boy
o.
‘May-day isa very ancient
ival. Those grand old
sthens, the Romans, kept
“by making offerings at
& shrine of the goddess
lora, who, by the way, was
» goddess at all, only an
Age of a lovely girl like

1 ooy L (¥ (ST L all armed with bows and
o -“‘?&a:e%‘%l‘bb O arrows, rose at day-break
: W @4 and rode out mto the ¢ un-
_- try to shoot in the woods,
MR to “take a httle ar and
IR gather May-dew.” whi.k
.4‘1\‘ latter—the May-dew—the
M 1adics thought to be a caj
I ital wash for their prettv
B facess. How much ladies
ll think of their faces, don't
1 they?
Dancing  round the
“ May-pole ” was ence very
] common in England. The
“Jack in the green"—a
skeleton box covered with
green leaves with a youth
inside—was also a thing
% cominon on May-day, evpe-
B cially among the joor
* chimney sweeps. But thes.
old practices are passing
4 8way, and the day is now
merely a red-letter day-—-a
& pleasant remembrancer of
the reign of lovely spring.
Y Children, however, should
® May-queen in the pic- Tax Mav-Qusr. still celebrate 1fay-day,

ae. Those cruel old especially in the country,
aests, the Druids, also taught our English go into the woods, cut down branches, by crowning their best beluved companion
aefathers to Aeep it, by lighting big bon- gather flowers for garlands, and, returning with tlowers, and by gathering wiolets,
*es on the hill-tops on May-day eve to at day-break, decorate their doors and win- wind-tlowers, primroses, and other May
%come the coming of spring. And in: dows with their floral spoils. They made flowers, in the woods and gardens. It
ltilong, long ago, English young men and ' the May-day evening merry indeed with should be to themfa day of gladness and a
al_;dens use to rise shortly after midnight, _rustic roundelays and hearty langhter. day of hope, alday off thankfulness to God
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