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SELEOT RALEBD. stalked iu front of the ladies, and scated } body drawn back on his haunches, and

. “To hold thc mirror up to Natore,”
o THE PANTHER.

Elizabeth Temple and Louisa proce‘ed~
-ed.along the margain of the precinice,
catching necasional glimpses at the pla-
cid Otsego, vy poising to listen to the rat~
tling of wheolsand the sound of hamrmers,
that rose from the valley, to mingle the
signs of mon with the sccnes of nature:
when Elizabeth sufidonly started and ex-
claimed—

sListen! there aro the criegof a childon
(he mountain! 1Is there a clearing near
us ¢ or cansome fittle one have ztrayed
{rom ils parents?

+Such things frequently happen,’ re-
turncd Louisa, ‘Let vsfollow the sounds;
it may be a wanderer, starving on the hill.’

Urged by this consideration. the females
pursued the low mournful sounds that
proceeded from the farast, with quickand
impatient steps. Nore than once, the
ardent Elizabeth was on the point of an-
nouncing that she saw tke sufferor, when
Louisa caught her by the arm, and point-
ing behing then cried—

¢Look at the dog!’

Brave had besen their compauion, from
the time the veice of his ynung istress
lured him from his kennel to the present
momont. Jlisadvancedage had loug be-
foro deprivel him of his -activity; and
when his companions stopped to view the
scenery, orto add to their bouquets, the
mastiff would lay bis huge frame on the
ground and await their movements, with
‘his'eyes cloged, and a listlessness in his air
that il accorded with the character of a
protector, But when aroused by this ery

. fram Louisa, Miss Temple turned, she
saw the dog with his eyes keenly seti on
somo distant object, bis head bont unear
the ground, ané his bair actually rising
on his body, either thronzh fright or an.
ger, 1t was taost probably the latter; for
he was-growling in a low key, and occa-
sionally showing his teeth, in a manner
that would have terrified his mistress, had
she not so well known his good qualitics.

‘Brave "’ she said, ‘be quiet, Brave!
what do you zee fellow?’

At the seunds of Ber voice, the rage of
the mastiff, instead of being at all dimin-
¥shed, was very sensibly increased, He

himse!f at the feet of his mistress, growl-
ing louder than befure and occasionally
giving vent to hisire by a short surley
barkiug.

‘What does he soc?’ said Elizabeth;
‘there must be some animal in sight.

Hearing no snswer from her compan-
ion, Miss Temple turned her head,and be-
held Louisa standing with her face whit.
ened to the colour of death, and lier fin-
ger pointing upward, with a sort of flick-
ering, convulsed motion. The quick eye
of E:izabeth glanced in the direction in-
dicated by her friend, where she saw the
fierce front and glaring eyes of a temale
panther, fixed on them in borred maligni-
ty and threatening instant destruction.

‘Letuslly !" exclaimed Elizabeth, grasp-
ing the arm of Louisa, whose form yield-
ed like melting snow, and suuk lifeless to
the earth.

There was not a single feeling in the
temperament of Llizaboth Temple that
counld prompt hor to desert a companion
in such an extremity; and she fell on her
knees, by the side of the inanimate Loui-
sa, tearing from the person of her friend,
with an iusstinctivo readiness, such parts
of her dress as might obstruet her respira.
tion, and encouraging their own safeguard,
the dog at the same time, by the sounds of
her voice.

‘Courage. Brave !’ she cried. her own
tones beginning to tremble; ‘courage,
courage, good Brave !'

A quarter-grown cub, that had hitherto
boen unseen, now appeared dropping
from the branches of a sapling, that grew
under the shade of the beach which held
itsdam. ‘This ignorant, but vicious crea-
ture approached near to the dog imitat
ing tha actions and sounds of its parent,
but exhibiting a strange mixture of the
playfulness of a kitten with the ferocity of
its race.~Standing on its hind legs, it
would rend the bark of a tree, with its
fore paws, and play all the anticks of a
cat fora moment and then by iashing it-
self by the tail, growling and scratehing
the earth, it would attempt the manifes-
tations of anger that rendered its pcrent
so terrific.

All-tliis- time brave Brave stood firm
and undaunted, his short tail erect, his

his eyesfollowing the movements of both
damand cub. At every gambol playved
by tho latter, it approached nigher to the
dog.the growling of the three becoming
more borid at each moment, until the
vouuger heast, overleaping its intended
bound, foll directly Ueforo the mastiflt
There was a moment of fearful cries and
struggles, but they ended almost assoon
as they commenced by the cub appearing
ir the air, burled from the jawsof Brave,
with a violence that seut it against a tree
a0 forcibly as to render it completely sengs
less.

Elizabeth witnessed the short struggle,
aud her blood was warming with the tri-
umph of the dog, when she saw the form
of the old panther in the air, springing
twenty feet from the branch of the heech
to the back of the mestiff. No words of
ours can describe the fury of the conflict
that followed. It was a confused struge
gle on the Aried leaves, accompanied by
lond and terrble eries, barks, and growls.
Miss Temple continued on her kneem
beuding ever the form of Luuisa, her cyes
fixed on the animals with an interest so
tutrid, and jet so intense, that she almost
forgot her own stake in the result. So ra-
pid and vigeraus were the bounds of the
inhabitant of the forest, that its active
frame seemed constantly in the air, while
the dog nobly faced bis foo, at cach suc-
cessive leap. When the panther lighted
on tho shoulders of the martiff, which wag
its constant atin oid Brave, thongh torn
with her talons and afmined with hisown
blood, that already flowed from a dozen
wounds, would shiake off his furicus foe,
like a feather. and rearing on hishind lags,
rush to the fray again with his jaws dise
tended and dauntless eys. Butiage and
his pampered life greatly disqualified the
noble mastiff tor such a struggle. Ineve~
vy thing hut courage he was only tho ves-
tige of what he had once been. A high«
erbound than ever raisad the wary and
furious beast far beyond the reach of the

.dog who was making a Jesparate but

fruitless dash at her, from which sho a-
lighted in a favorable position op the back
of her aged foe. For a single miorent,
only, could the panther remain there, the
sreat strength of the dog returniiig with e
convulsive effort. But Elizabeth saw, a3



