
FRIIENDLY GREETINGS.

A CHRISTMAS TREE AT THlE CHILDREN'8 HOSPITAL.
1 TWaS a stunny afternoon in Janîîary, andi nt a

srnal hiospitai for chiltiren witlî hip.diseasc,
'e verythin- looketi gay andi briglit, for it was the

(d1y the ciitrani -vere ta hava tieir Christmnas trac.
Perhapa yoit hava xîever been inside a hospital I 1

hati net until that day, so I %Viil tell you ho0% iL

WVlien %va arrived %va ware met at the door by the
iatron, a plcasant cheerfui lookiîag persan, îircssed iii
aî dark serge dress witii large collar and cuifr, anti
41 pretty quaint cap whichi niade lier look quite
picturesque. I explainedti at 1 hi broughit a few
j)resents for tire Christ-
qnas trea, andi showed lier Q

myparcels. Site snîilingly ,V+:r
'told rie the littia hoepitai e ýïq' 1 l',t 1;:
%vas quitce fîîll of visiters t

-coic 0a the saine erraiîd,
.and thiat the tables %vcre

covcred wvitiî toys of al

%vlîa m-re just gehvg te
hiava tea, after whiich thle

iShc led i straiglit ta

thieni, andi I had ieer-
pictureti any meont iii a
laoqeital laokiin su brHîlt
mid liapipy as thtis, k
altlietigl 1 iniusI say a '

great lumpii seenîcti ta risc "
in mny tiuioant athei sighit
- se illanly swcet littie

dluldren calleti uipoi ta
lir suîdi a burdeii af
pain aii( sîckiless.

There n'aie twa large
xooens, andi the feldimî \
doars between hiat been
reinaveti ; ii ana hiaif af
the apeîiing tw a lu
'reiîs; were arraitid in
-t circie, freint the centre
of n'hich pecepeui the tel)
of the trée, ani there
waorc lit.tie sheults of
eieiighit hieard iuew audtiehn frein the expectant
,-tlIdren as one ef the "sisters" (lizalperrc bichind
I lie sercux vili moie and moe parcels bratiglît by
frasi arrivais.

Tite littla beds werc irran-ed in twe rews in cadi
roaii, ail faciîîg tire inysteriaus secens; cai iad a
î'retty scailet quilt, anid n'as occupieti by a 11111e
eliil in a %vliite iiit-drcss andi scarlet ilaiîiei jach-et,
thecir faces beaming ivitiî pleasure1 andi tha exciteunant
inaking sarie af tirent look as briglît anti ras;y as if
there n'as uîethimg the inatter ; but at tire foot cf enchi
uittle bcd hîling lme suspeinded %veigit that tolti the
reaplsen af tlieir being in the liespitai.

1eriaps yen (Io net lnov that generaiiy -%vlien
.cliltiren ]lave hip-disease, it is necessary that the leg

'"il

should bc kept perfcctiy stratigiit anîd stretelieti eut,
i%. preveiit its. siirimikini, anîd becaîning sherter tlîaî
the allier, sa a, ]cavy ivcighit is attachced te it by
nieans af a curd, anid lîappily after a tinite tire dildreui
scau scarcely te fuel it, thiîgh we, wvlao ara stroîig
anti n'el, could scareely beau for amel a day ta, lia
in lied quite stilli with a weiglit drgiiat aur foot
ai1l tha lla.

Ta ivas being carriati rouind te ail the little beds,
Nwitlî plenty of nice cake and bunis. Wlaile titis wi
,going, on I n'vas attracteti by a vcry whiite, Nvan, 1111ke
face, wvitIi large saul bitte eycs, intentiy fixed coi visitos

juist eeruing iii, anti leok--
iui- round 1 a a lady 1
kniew nitlî lier twa littho
g1irls, Effie and Rose LI
Touche ; tiîcy werc pretty

wlitrunita goldlen liair
- fallin- on Ilueir veivet

freeks, and illie bil a
little buiuacli af carly sîiew-

f tirops ln lier belt; tlaey
j cachcarrieti a b)asket af

fut aîd cakes, anti seeîng
îny poor invalitl's cager

!c \ p look I beckoiicd tican to
brin-ig hiin soutec ; but it
%vwas the clauhîreni tliciii-

Iselves thaI delj.iglteti Iuinu1,
anti above ail the hlr
of Eilie's siaowtrps-heL
wcutld net look aI citiier
tea, cake, or fruit, se cri-
'"rollSPed was lie ivithi iiv
l1111e frienda, anti N'Imeil

E.le unpinnied lier flowen-.-
anîd gava thent te hum1i,
lais peor thiiai lanids were
slretclied forth eagcrly to
grasp bathi flowers amd

theim on lais littho reti

I left tie ciaildren talk.
i'... n- te hîim whlile I askeul
oe of the "sisters" abouit

Iiini, and wvas told tuat lue n'as WilIie Matier, tuae
onily chilti af a poar i'idowv, ant ini tuab lie
ivas se iii tuaI the geod docter gave ne liope cf
lais recavery.

I couuli tell yon niaie about hinu, but as I ant
lirniteti iii the lengla i my slory 1 nutsl pass an ait[
retuira to luis betiside, n'hîere, iii a luuusk-y, feuble, veice,
lie %vis taikiiîg cagerly te, Rose andi Eile, andt tlîey
liati proinîsed tlîuy %vould conte the uuext visitiîig day
(wii at the liespital n'as every W"cdnesday) andi
brin- hiin ail the snewdrops tiey ceuld iind in tii
ewnl uitle gardeiîs.

Just thion the eerens were .vitliîdrawji, and the
Chîristnmas trac appeared in ail its giary, covereti uith
twinkiing lanips, gol1den balla, and ei kinils of 'pretty


