
CHURCH WORIQ

exehiange contains an oft-forgotten
truth:. A clergyman once declin-
ed an invitation to be l)resefit at a
birthday l)arty of one of his promni-
nient parishioners, because that
gentlemnan had plead poverty as an
excuse for flot hielping to fill a de-
ficiency in the parishi treasury. The
Rector, however, offered to be a
guest, provided the family would
gîve as muchi towvard the church
debt as the party cost. He feit
that lie could not give bis presence
as a clergyman, where the host
and hostess were forgetful. of the
dishionour of debt that hung over
the body-the church-that mninis-
tered to their highier need.

The clergyman struck the key-
note of the principle that should
rule amangy parishioners. We
have the right to enjoy this world's
good, but flot when we leave the
Church of GOD in need. We have
the right to make our homes beau-
tiful, but nat when we leave the
Temple of GoD barren. The
body's home and the soul's home
should rellect the ability and char-
acter of the people. And yet,
how often we find in parishes bare
floors in churches, and hiandsome
carpets at home-a plain covered
box for an altar and handsome
tables at home ; an old stove in
the vestry room'that no0 one would
put Up elsewhiere;- shabby walls,
perhaps plaster off, in GOD's hopise,
and handsomely painted walls at
home-dilapidated church proper-
ty needing repairs, while we im-
prove and paint up, aur owa resi-
dences. The appointments of
GorD's house, the beauty of Go»'s

co «t, n the condition of church
property shouId be the pride of
every one in a parish, and should
share aur thoughts and aur money

to make thiem such. as would reflect
credit upon uis, and be fit for sacred
pir poses.-Register, Daytoii, O/do.

H'ZE CREED.

'\VOULD to GOD,' lit wvere passi-
ble ta. arouse ordinary Christian
people-who toa often say the
Creed as if it were an aid common
place form to be hurried over and
gat rid of-to a sense of the in-
effable, the infinite greatness of
this mi- 3tery ' The saying of the
Crecd is, in saine respects, the
mast important part of the public
service, and should form a portion
of aur private devotions far more
often than it usually does, Lt
seemis ta bringy us into the presence
of GOD even mnore than pra,,yer,
because prayer is narrow and often
selfish; prayer, thoughi it aughit ta
be the voice of the Eternal Spirit,
is taa often an echo of aur own
wordly temp er;- but the Creed is
GoD'S vaice speaking in us. It is
something above us and beyand
us, holding us up, with a supremnely
pawerful grasp. If we are true
Christians wie feel that in the Creed
"Mercy and Truth are met toge-
ther, Righteousness and Peace
have kissed each other." GOD
bas donc for us great things, of
which wve can neyer wveary, whose
riches we can neyer fathami.'

WE must it offer ta GOD except
of aur best. It must be the
noblest, as for imii who is noble
beyond word or thought; and it
must be the noblest, as ennabling
us who serve him, and making us
mare like'himiself. Lt must be the
happiest of services. For wvhat is
GOD but infinite beatitude and
eternal jay ? Ail that is riglt and
happy cames frami him.
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