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The I'ederal steamer Chesapeako ar-
rived heie this afterncon, having been re-
captured in Sambro harbour, by two|
Federal Gun-boats—the Wasp, and Ellic!
and Annie, which war vessels are also in '
port. A portion of the crew, we munder-
stand, escaped on shore before the Chesa- |
peake was taken possession of. Con-,
siderable excitement prevails in the com-
munity at  present—arising  principally
from the fact that the Chesapeake has
been captured in British waters,

———

AMERICAN INTELLIGENCE.

The President’s Message was delivered
to Iederal Congress on the 9th inst. In
reference to the naval branch of the ser-
vice, President Lincoln remarks @

“The extensive blockade” has been
constantly increasing in efficiency. If
the Navy has expanded, yet on so long a
line it has so far been impossible to en-
tirely suppress illicit trade. From the
returns received at the Navy Department
it appears that more than one thousand
vesscls have been captured since the
Alogkade was instituted, and that the
value of prizes alrcady sent in for adjudi-
cation amounts to over thirteen millions
of dollars.

“'The naval force of the United States
consists of -538 vesscls completed and in
the course of completion, and of these 73
are ironclad, armored steamers. The
events of the war give an increased in-
terest and importance to the navy, which
will probably extend beyond the war it-
sddf”

‘The discase with which President Lin-
coln is aflicted is said to be small-pox.—
The Beston Journal says that for some
time past the President has received no
visitors ; even nembers of -the Cabinet!
and personal friends Lave been excluded
from hLis apartment.

By Telegraph to Morning & Evening Papers,

St. John, Dec. 10,—A speeiul despateh
to the New York Times, says thut Mceade's
amy is quictly encamped in Culpepper
County on the sonth bank of the Llap-
pahiannock and that Lee oceupies his old
position at Orange Court 1louse, his ad-
vance line guarding the Rapidan fords.
Pickets arc again on friendly terms though
hushwackers begin to swurm on Uunion
danks.

Desarters represent Lec's army not
over 35,000 and crecting winter huts a-
long the Rapidan.

President Davis, delivered his annual
message to  Confederate Congress on
Monday, its tonc is reported mournful.

A large amount of stores have gone
forward to rclieve the Union prisoners at
Richmond.
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i on boaxd the Russian frigate.

Dee, 11.—Morril of Vermont has given

notice in Congress of a bilt having in
view the termination of the Reciprocity
treaty, and Howard of New Yorlk pro-
poses joint resolution authorising appiont-
ment of Commissioners to nogotiate a
new treaty based upon true principle of
reciprocity. .

A despateh from Mobile reports that
tho Yunkees were defeated at Pinguemina
L.a., on the 27th ult with loss of 2,000.

General Meagher has not Leen taken
prisoner. :

Dee. 12,—Newbern despatches state
that immense quantitics of goods hawve
run the blockade into Wilmington. Over
290 steamers are engaged in this branch
of business.

Lowe's Message of California says the
recent clection there must destroy all
hopes of furcign or domestic focs of re-
ceiving aid or sympathy from the Pacific
coast,

Gen, Comonfort has been killed in
Mexico, while fighting with a Mexican
band favoring the French oceupation of
that country.

Dee. 14.—There was a great gale on
the coast of South Carolina on Sunday.
‘The Monitor Weehawkin, sunk at her
moorings off’ Morris Island, 30 of her
crew perished.

‘I'here was great terror in Charleston
from the bombardment of the city, caus-
ing people to retire beyond the range of
Federal guns. -

Private advices at Washington repre-
sent that the session of the Confederate
congress will be a stormy one. . The
question of reconstruction will be fear-
lessly presented by Northern Carolina
Cons 2rvative members.  Muany members
clected on last Diteh platform are report.
ed sccretly to be in faver of reconstruc-
tion.

President Davis cannot recommend the
prover blockade of the United States’
purts, but favors the capture of all nej-
tral vessels trading with their ports. liﬁﬁ
says that the currency excess is six hun-
dred millions—threefeld of what  the
business of the Confrderacy requires.

Evening—Rassian Minister gave a
magniicent entertainment to Congress
He gave
sentiment—* Perpetual — prosperity  of
United States.”  Speaker Uollux in re-
plying said the fiendship for Russia was
because-she had expressed sympuathy for]
the United States in trouble,

Blockade of Wihnington to be greatly
strengthened.  Numerous inlets render
complete bluckade quite impossible.

In Confederate Congress, Ioote, of
Teunessee churged President Davis with
almost ruining Confederacy, aud accused
Commissioner Nerthup with  starving
Union prisoneis, demanding his remo-
val.

Dee. 16.-=The English blockade run.
ning schooner Mary, from Havana, wus
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the blockade running schooner Albert, or
Winona, captured off Mobile witha valu-
uble cargo, and 35000 in specie found on
board:

‘The Richmond Enquirer has the fol-
lowing from Bristol of the 9th:—* Gil-
more’s Brigade. encountered theadvanco
of Wileox's corps, 2000 strony raw troopy
ncar Maynardsville routing thei, and
capturing a large number of prisoners.”

Mayor Lincoln was re-clected yester-
day Mayor of Boston, by a majority of
3,500, )

Expedition undereColonel West from
Yorktown marching over 70 miles in 50
hours reached Charles City Court House
ina severe storm, capturing cight offi-
cers, 32 enlisted men, and destroying ene-
my's camp and all cquipments.

Cashicr of Malden bank necar Boston,
was murdered at woon, yesterday, and
$5000 stolen.

Gonfederate Senate passed a bill pro-
hibiting emolument of substitutes in the
amy. A resolution was offered impress-
ing all able-bodicd whites and requiring
aliens to quit country within forty days
or to take up arms, also a resolation en~
quiring into expedicney of discriminating
in prisoners of war, between free persons
of colour and slaves,

€ol. Misoner reporte from Columbia,
Tennessee, that Canfederate deserters

Land citizens are flocking to that port in
'grcat numbers, asking to take oath of
allegiance under the President’s proclam. .

ation.

‘The World's. despatch says that the
army of the Potomac is not gone into
winter-quarters in the present location,
and is vot likely to do so.

Some Federal cavalry still occupy Cul-
pepper, and pickets extend several miles.
 beyond.

Evening — Richmond papers xeport
continued shelling of Charleston with
little dumage ; also an accidental fire at
Tors Sumter on the 11th—damage small.
Federal batterics opened heavy fire on the
fort during burning.  Casnaltics, 19
killed, 80 wounded. Yankees reported
retiving since Longstreet put Camberlancdt
Gap in front instead of his rear. Long-
street’s, Vanee's and Ransome’s command
consolidated, and believed they will hokt
their positions. .An Atalanta paper says
Confederates wade reconndisance from
Rirgsid to Lookeut Mountein and Mis.
sionary Ridge. Supposed heavy force
gonz after Longstreet. Richmond Whiy
aays Averill's cavaliy sre moving up

Tennessee.
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on Friduy. The latest English dates are
to the 25th uit. )
Griar Brrrarx.~The rumoured dis-

captured off Bay Port, Fioridn. Also

.

Kunawha vall: y in the direction of East

The R. M. steamship Canada arvived |

ruption in the British Cubinet has been.
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