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comes with it, grows with far greater luxu.
riance than either oats or barley, and ripens
either with or before them. Each sced has
either a hook or a series of hooks, with which
it attaches itself to passing objects, so that
cattle carcy it from place to place whenever
they pass through the ripe stems. It is very
fond of any manure heap or waste place, and
affords a plentiful crop. 1f cat off before the
seed stems attain a certain age and strength,
it actually becomes u biennial, and almost
perennial, in its nature. The seed lies any
longth of time in the ground, and is always
ready to put forth at every favourable oppor.
tunity. Cattle will not eat it when they can
get anything else, but they will eatit. These
being the attributes of the plant, it may be
casily scen that & more dangerous one for the
Canadian farmer cannot be found., When
often cutdown, it will bear seed onstems only
a few inches high, although on favourable
80il the plant in it3 natural state reaches the
height of from four to even six fect.

In our newly cleared lands it is mnst dan
gerous ;s it gets possession of the soil, and as
the plongh cannot be usad amongst the roots
and stumps, it flourishes beyond measzure, anq
once in the soil, it i3 believed to be all bue
impossible to eradicateit. There is only one
cure, name'y, absolute eradication ; the plant
grows so large, and so much higher than the
rest of the crop, that it is easily distinguished,
and must be pulled up by the roots ; nothing
else will do. If any part of the crown is left
in the soil it shoo!s forth again. Absolute
root and branch work is the only thing that
can be depended on.

Of course, a thorough summer fallow will
get rid of all the seeds which are in any way
so exposed to the air as ts geri inate; like
all plants in a scedling state, the wild oat is
then easily killed. But the <eeds do not ger-
minate easily, and plough and caltivate as
you will, there are always some left in the
8oil. It seems also to buve the power of
sinking to the subsoil, and once there, it will
remain fn a state of preservarion for nges
As an instance of this, the writer’s futber had
a farm in BEngland on which wild oats were
certainly known, for thoy are known all over
England, but they were not plentiful, and
from having been well kept under, were not
even a nuisance, although duly weeded out
of the growing grain with the docks, thistles,
etc., every spring. Well, there was one field
which it was supposed would be greatly be-
nefitted by the bringing up of an mnch or two
of subsoil, and this was done in the full, soas
to give it the benefit of the winter's frost.
The field was well manured, and sowan to
peas. In due time the peas came up, but
with them so plentiful a crop of wild oats,
that they would bave smothered the peas
but that peas like something to climb on. The
whole crop as green stuff amounted to more
tons per acre than Ishould like to say; it
was all cut green and fed to cattle in the way
of soiling, and destroyed in the farm-yard,
and every exerlion was used -to eradicate

the wild oats by immediate plonghing. and
fullow, or rather hoed crops; but that fi-ld
was many years thoroughly infested with the
wild oats, and they certainly had all been
brought up by that two inchvs of subsoil,
which by itsappearance might have remained
til} that time undistucbed sinze the deluge.
The sccond bes: protection aguinst this pest
is well harrowing the stubble after harvest;
this sets the wild oats growing, and they are
then, of course, destroyed by the subsequent
fall or spring ploughing.

The Canada wild oats were firsi seen in the
County of Perth, near Steatford, and are sup-
posed to have been brought in by so ne Ger
mans who imported barley for seed. They
were at first thought a great curawsity by
Canadian settiers who tad not mude their ac
quaintance before, atid were even propagated
for fodder and asa wmnter oat—uoas kiew
the danger, and all were co; equendy care
l2ss.  When they once got thick in the crops,
the birds, catue, and above all the travelling
threshing machnes, spread them like wildfice,
Settlers, too, who vere shore of feed, bought
straw and bay., and thus inocalated their
furms. Now, th2 Perth farmors spate 1o
tronble to eradicate the wild vats and keep
them off therr farms, and mauy have bought
threabing machines rather thau rua the risk
of importing the wild oat in the travelling
machines. The borcow:ng and lending of
winnowing machines bay also been a fertile
source of the spread of the weed, but cattle,
birds, and the clothes of men have done their
share. VECTIS.
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The Cultivation of Cavrots

ITavine received several letlers from sule-
scribers wishing for informaution as to the
best mode of growing carrots, we re-publish in
reply to such enquiries a poriion of an article
on the subject contributed to the pages of the
Caxnapa Faruer of last year by an esteemed
correspondent—\W. R. of Uobourg. The re-
publication, moreover, is justified not only
by the excellence of the article, but because
tie number conttining it is now out of print.

The carvot crop is deserving of more atten-
tion than it generally receives. as it is one of
the surest of our roots. withstanding our sum-
mey dronght better than any other of our root
crops. »

In preparing the ground for carrots, the
best way is to manure and plough the land in
the fall, and if there i5 time subsoil it at the
same time, as carrots delight in a deep mellow
goil. Then cross-plongh the land in the
spring, assoon as it can be done. After it is
in order, and after harrowing and cultivating
and rolling too if required, drili the ground
up in drills, say about thirty inches wide—
not that carrots require so wide a drill for
their growth, as eighteen to twenty four inches
would be wide enough fur that; bul room is
required to clean the carrots—so that they
can be easily cultivated between the rows.

If the ground had not been subsoiled in the

fall, we wotld driil up the land, and then

run the subsoil plongh up one drill and down

another as deep a8 wo coald, and then drill

up the land anew, so that the seed would be

sown directly above where thesubsoil plough

had run. There is a marked differonce in the

length of the carrot when thus treated, and

when the ground is drilled up without any

sthsoiling. Carrots ave often sown by band;

but if the seed is properly cleaned they can

be sown with a drill, care being taken that

the drill does not choke up. I generally use

a light roller, attaching the seed dril] to it,

thus rolling the dvill I am sowing, and the

one sown. In this way the seed is well

covered, and the drills lefc fine and smooth.

I'he carrot is a <law seed to start, so that the”
weeds are generally before them, and require
tu be chiecked as svon as possible, So soon
as the young carrot can be fairly seen, a drill
cultivator should be run through them. Up
one drill aud down another will be suflicient,
then take a sharp hoe, and pare the sides of
the drills as cloge to the young carrots as

+ ssible, walking backward—and paring half
the drill on each side, so that the weeds may
not be troddea into the fresh loose earth, but

die us quickly as possible. When they are
well pared off thus, all the weeds left in the
row (which need not be much more than an
inch wide) will not hurt the young plants
much, till they are sufficiently strong to thin
out. In thinning and weeding them, uge a
small sharp hoe about four inches broad. It
may be made ount of an old cradle seythe, as
by this means one can thin and clean them
much faster than when all the weeds in the
row are pulled by hand. Affer they have
been thinued they ought to be gone through
again—some time after—hoeing ont all the
weeds and any carrots that may have been
left too thick. Carrots, like all other root
crops, are the better for having the ground
stirred frequently between the rows; indeed,
they would beall the better if cultivated
once in a week or ten days, if time can be
found to do so.

Though carrots grow slowly at first, they
grow rapidly in the fall,and may be left in
the ground as long as there is nodanger from
frost I have pursued different ways of tak-
ing them up, according to circumstances;
sometimes when they are white carrots,
standing well up out of the ground, the har-
vesting has been done in this way: with a
hoe cut off the tops, aud draw them out of
the way; then take u subsoil plough, with
the side plate taken off, and run it close along-
side of the vows of carrots. loosening and
raising them up, so that they can be thrown
into a cart or waggon without any further
trouble. [f the ground is clear and mellow,
this is perhaps the quickest way. Another
plan is to run the subsoil plough falongside
the row of carrots, and then pull them up and
cut off the tops  This method has to be pur-
sued with orange or red carrots, as they do
not grow at all ahove the gronund like white
carrots. But'where the ground is stony, or
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