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‘ Enter uot into judgment with thy servant, O Lord;|and virtuovs in him, I do most earnestly entreat that
or in thy sight shall no maa living be justified.”’|nanto beware, lest out of his own mouth he be con-

c#st out:” this is what he ecommanded his disciples to
proclaim,— “ Go ye into ail the world, and preach

bere are some to cheer the heart of the contrite,|demned. The coucludiog part of the general confes-|the gospel to every creature,”—‘‘repentance und re-

of which the exclamation of the Psalmist,

formal, not to imagine the ivsincere expression of ex-
ternal sorrow acceptable to the Lord—¢ Rend your
beart and not your garments, and turn uato the Lord
Your God.”

An affectionate address succeeds, pressing on the
Congregation the importance of confession of sin, put-
ling it on scripture grounds, and urging, that though
‘“at oll times” we should * humbly acknowledge”
Sur transgressions, yet surely that it is especially in-
tumbent on us ‘‘ so to do,” when gathered to the pub-
lic service of the Lord, whom we thauk for his mes-
ties, magnify for his glory, petition for bis gifts, and

isten to in his word. Thus you see, brethren, the
thurch treats you as sinners; she coes not except a-|
By of her sons from the obligation of esutinuak con-
fes iun, or admit any excuse of worthiness. And
therefore, if there be one of you whe, in the pride of
iv heart, esteems himself righteous, that maa does
Virtually unchurch himself, and buest from the pale of]|
those whom Christ washes and sanctifies, inasmuch as
he ‘¢ came to call not the righteous, but sinners to re-
lentance.” The exhortadion further describes the
ind of confession with which we should approach the
tepcy-seat : it is not the mese repetit'on of the pu-|
Pest words that is accepted; it is net even sorrow
or past {sansgressions, if we are careless of running
Mig (resh ones: it is with a ‘“lowly, penien?, and
Onxpignt heart,” we must draw near, if we desice
e favour of that ‘¢ bigh and lofty One,’” who dwell-
¢h ¢« with him that is of 8 contriite and humble spi-
1. Let this rebuke these of you, who regard the
fession as a thing of course, and who rush into
presence of the Lord with a proud unsanctified
Beart, Take the publicen for your model, who, trem-
ing at his own vileness, and with a heavy sense of
Built in hie tmansgressions, udtered the sffecting cry,
 God be merciful to me, a sionen.” *[ teil you,
“faays our Savious, contrasting his behaviour with that
of the formal Pharisee) this man went down to his
Rouge, juskfied: sather thaa the other.” The minis-
ter, having thus urged the mecessity, and described

e nature of confession, invites the congregation to
Mtend bim to the thmone of him who despises not s

token Lears.
" And. while making ous confession, the Church ad-
Monishes us to koeel;: not as though she imagines
ere is any mesit in one particular posture, but bes
%ause that is the gesture and befitting token of hu-
fility, and'because we find that eminent saints have
Reuerally used it. Thus Solomon, at the consecration
°f the temple, ‘“kneeled down upon his knees.”
hen Paul bade farewel) to the Ephesian Church,
"he. kneeled down. and prayed.” And, to refer to
but one more example, when our Saviour in: his ago-
Ay, withdrew from is diceiples, *‘ be kneeled down,
ud prayed.’” Let no man therefore accuse usof
Yperstition in our gestures. We stand, duriag the
¥entences and exhortation, because we then listen to
od’s. vaice poivtedly and personally addressing vs;
¥e kneel, when we ask mercy at his hands, because
‘W€ are guilty suppliants, not worthy of the least of sl
18 mercies.

The confetsion is an sffecting acknowledgement of

%1 demerits. Eknow not whut words could: express
stronger. lunguage, the sinfulness and misery of]
an,. ¢« We have left. undone those things which we
$ight to have done; we hase done those things which
e ought not to have done; and there is no heakl
us.” s ik not precisely the acknowledgement of
o prophet, *“the whole head is sick, and'the whole
Daagg faint: from the sole of the foot even unto the
®ad, there is no sounduess in it, but wounds, and
Tuises, and putceflying sores?” | am amazed, that
:?? one, afier uttering such words, can-dare to ju:tify
lmself, or to extenuate his guilt. B{ﬂhren, the
urch brings you into this dilem.ma —either you are

® “‘ miserable sinners” you profess to be, or you
“"0 now come before God with a lie in yous right
Wd, and huve insulted the Highest with an awful
tkery, O if there be a selfeiighteous man befor¢
®,. & man that woukl excute his sins, & man thut

“aald. pezauade Limself these is muah (hak is gooe

¢ The sa- |sion is a deprecation of punishment, and supplication
ttifices of God are a broken spirit; a broken and »|for forgiveness. Aund it isobservable, that here there
tontrite heart, O God, thou wilt not despise,” is alis no claim advaaced, but simply God’s promise in
Specimen; and lastly, there is a solemn warning to the|Jesus Christ; that is all the plea which a sianes can

employ, and, blessed be the kindness of our heaveuly
Father, it is a plea that shall not fail.

At the close of this prayer, as of all others, the
congregation are instructed to respend Amen, sig-
nifydng their hearty concusrence in what has teen ut-
tered, and their earnest desire that God would hea
thei¥ cry. ¢ From St. Paul we learn, tha$, in the a-
postolic age, the people *‘ said Amen at the giviog of
ihanks,” “and the fathers testify, that the practiee
was continued in sueceediog ages.” And such was
the earnestness with which the people set their seal
on the prayers wecited by the minister, that, as St.
Jerome informs us, tha voice of the congrgation thus
respending, in his time, was loud as a peal of thun-
der. If we do nos desire that this practice should
be revived inits full extent, we cannct but wish that
each individusl would, by the solemn pronunciation
of this wesd, shew thet he does not conceive himself]
an unconcesned auditor.

I will nos dwell longer on this division of my sub.
ject, than just te ask you, 8s caadid and reflecting per-
sons, whether the view I endeavoured at the outset
to give you of buman corruption, be not fully borne
out by our authorised formularies? Let no. man go
about to brand this doctrine with the name of nowel-
ty: it is that for which our fathers stmggled, and
which they have embalmed to future ages. So long as
the Church of England stands, she will raise her warn-
ing voice, that man is fallen, lost, destitute of right-
eousness: * Thou hast destroyed thyself; in God a-
lone is thine help.”?

II. Uet us tusn our attention, in the next place, to
the assurance of pardon: ‘‘if we confess our sins, he
is faithful and just to forgive us oursins, and to cleanse
us fromn all urrighteousness.’”

Weare not.to imagine that-confession or repentance,

the sword.of juslice:;but *“ God,” in mercy to our
race, ‘““was 1o Christ, reconciling the world unto
himself, not imputing their trespasses unto them.”
The Son of Gud undertook to offer a sacrifice, full,
perfect, and sufficient, for the sins of the wonld; and
the Father couenanted with him, to reward him for
this his. meritorious bumilistion, by delivering frow
death and coudemnation those that shonld believe in
him. When two persons enter into a eontract, and
one hath performed his pant, the other is bound, iu all
justice and equity, to fulfil: his stipulated eonditions
too;.aud thus it is that God is * just”” in our forgive-
ness. Christ bath a claim upon him, he has-paid the
price, and therefore has a right to the jnberitance.
Let us, however, bear in mind the important distinc-
tion, that our pardon; though justice to. Christ, is!
mere sovereign mercyto us. We have no claim but
what Christ makes for us, no hope but that which is|
revealed in Christ, no promise but those which ¢¢ in
him are yra, and in bim amen.” And thercfore we
are not to bring money in our. hand for the blessing of|
the gospel, indeed, we hawe none to bring,—but fiee-
ly, ‘*without money and without. price,” they are be-
stowed on sinners. Not that every man, be bis life,
and conduct, and. affections, what they may, will be
saved by Christ;:he only, that *‘ with the heast beliex-
eth unto righteousness, and with the mouth msketh
confes-ion unto salvation,” he only hath pert and loy
in the gospel covemant. It is-faith, Lis gft, that
nnites us to Christ, that faich which woxke th by love,
the evidence and fruit of which are good woiks and &
boly eonver:ation.

This faith, God genemates and strengthens by
means of Lis revealed werd: ¢ faih cometh by hear-
ing, and hearing by the word of God.”” The gospell
is calculated to disps]l 2li doubt and derpondency, to
‘“ bind up the broken-hearted, and to proclaia: liber-
ty to the captive.” lts constant message is—‘f j{
thcu. canst, beli»ve, all things are possible to him that
believeth.,” The law was made to. wound, and the
gospel to teal: tie law, by ils tedrors, urges wen
to flee to go.-pe] grace"al,d the gospel wilhngly re-
ceives them, and. shews them thatin Chri:t there js
slorioussalvstion.. This is whatour Saviour bimself

be it newer so genuine, has any power to sheathe

miesion of sins,” in my name;—and ye¢t more solemn-
ly, * whesesoever sins ye remit, they are remitted une

to them, and® whosesoever sins ye retain, they aze ses

tsined.”

This ¢ power of the keys,” as it has beer termed,
has given rise to numberl<ss controversies, chiefly on
account of the unwarrantahle pretensions therefrom -
advanced by the Romish church, asthough the priest
were exalted iuto the place of God and might furgive
or not, at his pleasure. The truth is very simple:
the power of the keya (that, at least, we are now
referring to, for there is another, 1elating to church
censutes,) is exercised in the ministry of the word;
we bind, when we declare God’s vengeance against
sin,—we leose, when we proclaim the full and free:
forgiveness that is in Jesus Chiist. And therefore,
no abselution that we are authorized to pronounce,
hath power as the Papists say, ¢ really to take away
sin,” but, as our church has ever beld, it is only de-
claratory, intended to ¢ ascertain us of God’s most
gracious and merciful pardon.” He that hears the
minister proclaim salvation, ought to believe his mes—
sage; but it is not the minister, but God, who for
Christ’ssake, forgives.

This is what is designed to be conveyed by the
absolotion, whieh the priest alone is to pronounce,
standing, as the ambasisador of God, representing his:
pexrson: while the people are to listen to it kneeling,.
as it is fiting that in the same suppliart posture in
which they atked forgiveness, they should hear,. se
it were from the mouth of God, ** transgression for-
given, sin eovered.” Fhe kindness of hiin who ¢ Wille
eth not the death ofa sinner,”” is hére striking'y de«
picted: for the joyful annunciation.is made,. tnat *“ ke
pardoneth allthem that truly repent, snd uofeignedr
ly believe his holy gospel.”’— Brethren, when you hear
this happy news, receive it. ‘‘ Be not faithless, but:
believing.”— To this declaration there is properly ap—
pended: an exhortation to ask for ¢ irue repentance
and his Holy Spirit,”” that heing bought with a pre—
cious price, we may glorify him with our bodies and
in our spirite which are his. Let no ene who desires.
net, whatsoever he does, to do sl to the glory of God,.
imagine that the mere 1epetition of this form has.
putaway hissias. It is to the penitent, that the mre--
sage comes, it is the heart-broken transgressor, it is.
intended to comfort—** Son, be of good eheer; thy:
sins be forgiven thee:” and he ‘‘to whom much is
forgiven,”” will certainly give evidence in hie-conduct,,
that * he loveth mueb.” ‘

We then approach our Leavenly Fathen in the words:
of thut most divine | payer which Christ Nas commit~
ted, as aprecious legacy, to his chnech. Concise,.
yet:comprehensive, ittincludes petitions £or. all that we
can need. Four versicles succeed, in which we ask
God to quicken our devotions and to raise our hea:ts
to himn, while with. joyful. lips we speak bis praisen:.
we are thus prepered to magnify bim in “ psalas’ and
hymns, and spiritnsl songs;” but the consideraticnm
of these must be resesved for another discourse.

1 make two very bricf ohservations in concrLUsION.

I. There ie no man so sighteous, but that he is &
miserable sirner. “ If we say we have not sinaed,
(says the apostle) we make God a lisr, and his word
iBnotin us,’> * * * Girige to attain u elear view -
of this first great princijle of the oracles of God; and
rest a-sured that you have not a clear #nd proyer
view of i, till you are roused, individually and person-
ally, to ask the anxious question, ‘* What shall 2dor
to be saved 27
2. Lastly, There is ne men so sinful, bus that Christ
can pardon him.  Pur this very purpose he suffored,
that he might make atonement for transgression: for
this viry purpese lLe was exalred, thathe might be
‘“a merciful High Prie:t, able to have compassion.’
kn the visions ofthe ancirnt seers, it was fore’old t! at
help should be laid on ** One mighty’ to cave even
to the uft<rmo-t; and he hasabandantly already given!
proof of this power. Can you Ax your eyes ou the as-
semblage of * just men made prrfect?’ The nea:-
est to the throne, are Saul the persecutar and blas-
phemer, angd Pefer the apestate: the blood that wyshed
them clean, oan now clense you. Ther, 1 :ay, make
trial of his liwe: make instant trial; tempt him 1o
longi» by uubelic £ He invites you to. diaw near;

declared,, “ Lim. that cameth.to. me,k will in. pa wise L{hc sxiy wnce grocleim. bis ebizb, “she pillar cLthe



