
'Enter not into judgment with thy servant, O Lord; and virtuous in him, I do most earnestly entreat that cast out:" tLis is what ha commanded bis disciples te
for in tby sight shall no man living be jiustified." 'ian to beware, lest out of bis own mouth Le b. con- proclaim,- " Go ye into ail the world, and preaeb
There are some to cheer the beart of the contrite, demned. The concluding part ofthe general confes- the gospel to every creature,"--"repentance and re-
Of which the exclamation of the Paalmist, "The sa- sion is a deprecation of punisbment, and supplication mision of sins," in my name;-and yrt more solemn-
teifices of God are a broken spirit; a broken and 9 for forgiveneas. And it isobservable, that here there ly, " whosesoever sins ye remit, tbey are remitted un
tontrite heart, O God, thon wilt not despise," is a ii no claim advanced, but simply God'a promise in te them, andbwhosesoever bine ye retain, they sre e.
specimen; and lastly, there is a solemn warning to the Jeans Chrit; that is ail the plea which a sinnef can tained."
formai, not to imagine the insincere expre-sion of ex- employ, and, blessed be the kindness of our heavenly Thise" power of the keys," as it bas been termed,
ternal sorrow acceptable to the Lord-' Rend your Father, it is a plea that shall not fail. bas given rise to numberl.ss contsoversies, chiefly on
heart and not your garments, and turn unto the Lord At the close of this prayer, as of all ohbers, the account of the unwarrantable pretensioni tberefrom
your God." congregation are instructed to respend Amen,. sig- advanced by the Romish church,.as though the priest

An affectionate address succeeds, pressing on the nif>ing their hearty concurrence in what has been ut- were exalted into the place of God and might forgive
Cngregation the importance of confession ofsin, put- tere, and their earnest desire that God would heai or not, at his pleasure.. The truth is very simple:
iing it on scripture grounds, and urging, that though thei dcry. 'aFrom St. Paul we Learn,. that, in the a- the power of the keys (Ibt, at least, we are now
4 at aU times" we sbould "humbly acknowledge" postolic Pge, the people "said Amen at the giving ol referring to, for there is another, relating te ehurch
Oer transgressions, yet surely that it is especially in- ihanks," 'and the fathers testify, that the practiee censues,) is exercised in tie ministry of the word;
tumbent on us "Ise t do," when gathered te the pub- was continued in sueceeding ages2.And sucb was we bind, when we declane God's vengeance against
lic service of the Lord, whom we thank for his mes- the earnestneu wi4h which the people set their seal sin,-we loose, when we proclaim tie full and free:
ties, magnify for his glory, petition for bis gifte, and on the prayers uecihed by the minister, that, as St. forgiveness that is in J'esus Christ. And therefore,.
listen to in bis word. Thus you see, brethren,. the Jerome informa us, the voice eithe congrgation thtus no absolution that we are authorized to pronounce,
chiarch treats youn as sinners; she does net except a- reeponding, inb is time,. ws loud as a peal of thun- bath power as the Papiste say, ' really to take away
hy of ber sons from the obligation of entinuai con- der. If we do not dsire that this practice sbould sin,' but, as our cburcb has ever held, it is only de-
fes iun, or admit any excuse of wrthiness. And be revived iaits fuli extent, we cannt but wish that claratory, intended to 'ascertain us of God's mo't
therefore, if there be one ofyou whe, in the pride of each individal woulld, by the solemn pronunciation gracious and merciful pardon.' He that hears the
hil heart, esteeme himself righieous,.bthat man does of this weed, shew thet he does not conceive himsel minister proclaim salvation, ought te believe bis mes-
Virtually unchurch himself, and burst from the pale of an uncnncemned auditor. sage; but ifisi not the ministes, but God,. who for
those whom Christ washes mand sanctifies, inasmuch as I wilJ not dwell longer on this division of my sub. Christs-sake,. forgives.
he " came te call net the righteous, but sinners te re- ject, than just te ask you, as candid and reflecing per- Thi& is what is designed to be conveyed by tbe
peitance." The exhortation further describes the sons, whether the view I endeavoured at the outet absolintion, whieh the priest alone is te pronounce,
kind of confessiof with whicb we should approaeh the to give you of human corruption, be net fully borne standing, as the ambasssador of God, representing his
tresey-seat . it is net the mere repetiten ofthe pu- out by our autborised formularies% Lot ne. man go person: while the people are to listen te it kneelirng,

a'st words that ls accepéed; it is net even sorrow about to brand this doctrine .wiLh the name of nosele as it is fltting that in the saine suppliait posture in
for past tiansguessions, if we are careless of running ty: it is that for which our faihers atmugglkd, and which they awked forgivenes, they should hear, as
into fresh ones: it is wiih a "-lowl.y, penient, and which they have embalmed tofutureages. Se long as it were from the mouth of God, "twanspgession for-
*aDlar.t heart," we must draw near, if we desire the Churchof England stands,.she will raise her warn- giien, sin coveped." 'The kindness ofbia who " Will-
éthe favour of that Ibigh and lofty One.,"' who dwell- ing voice, that man is falen, lest, destitute of righté- eth not the death ofa sinner," is hre striking'y de.,
4th " with him tat is of a cont, ite and humble spi- eousness: "Thon bat. destroyed thyself; in God a- pcted: for the joyful annunciation.is made,. tnat "h
tit." Let this rebuke- thee of yeu, who regard the lone is tbine belp." paudoneth ailthem that truly repent,. and unfaignedr
knfession as a thing of course, and who rush into Il. Let us tun. out attention, in the next place, te ly believe bis boly gospel."- fbethren, when you bear-
I.4 presence o, the Lord with a proud unsanctifled the assurance of pardon: "if we confess our sins, he this happy news, receive it.. «"Re net fitiless, but
heart. Take the publican for your modelwbo, trem- is faithful and jpstuto forgive us oursins, and te cleanse believig."- To this declaratien there is properly ap-
illing at bis own vileness, and with ab heavy sense of us from ailunrighteousness."' pended. tn exhortation te ask for "tr..e repentence
guiit in bis taansgmessions, uttered the affecting cry, We are notto imagine thatconfesion ou repentanoe,'and bis Raly Spirit," that being bought with a pre-
"Ged be merciful te ae, a sinnec." "I tell lou, be it never se genuine, bas any power te sheathkecieus pricP,. we may glorify him with our bodies and.

ilays. our Savious, contrasting bis behaviour with tbat the sword.of ,jpstice:. but "God," in mercy to ou in our spirite which are bis. Let no one wbo desires,
f the formai Pharisee) tbis man went down te bis race, i-was M Christ, reconciling the world Unto net, what.oever he does,, te do all lt the glb,y ofGod ,

kouse, juskfied; aather than the other." The minis- himself,. not imputing their t2s"passes unto them." imagine that the mere repetition of tbis- form hat tr, baving thus urged the necessity, and described The Son of God undertook to oifer a sacrifice, full, put away his ins. It is to the penitent',.that' the mrs-
Me nature of confession, invites the congregation to perfect, and sufcient, for the sins of the wonid; and sage cornes, it is the heart-brokun transgresser, it: i.
attend him l tthe ihmone of him who despibes net a the Fatheb covenanted with him,to reward him for intendrd te eomfot-" Son, be of good ebeer;:thY
tokeu heart. this his. meritorious humiliation, by delivering from sine be forgién thee:" and h. "to whem much is
And w hile making ous confession, the Church ad- death and condemnation those that should believe in forgiven,".will certainly give evidence in hie.conductb

%onlishies os te kneel. no# as though she imagine him. When bwo persons enter into a eontract, and tat "I he loveth muîh."
Ihere is any merit in one particular posture, but bes one hath performed bis part, the other is bound, in ail We then approach our heavenly Fathep in the wordls.
%IUse that is the gsure and befitting token of bu.- jistiee and equity, to fulfil bis. stipulated conditions of tbt most divine irayer which Christ bas conmmit-
ahility, and because we find that eminent sainte have too;.and thus it is that God ia "jusV": in our forgive- ted, as a precious legacy, tu his chnwch. Concise,.
tenterally used it. Thus Solomon, atthe consecration ne&@. Christ bath a claim upon him,.he bas.paid the yetconprehensive, itt incîlides petitions fLr. Il that we
tf the temple, "kneeled down upon his kaees." pcice, and therefore bas a rigkut teb inheritance. can need. our versicles succeed, in which we asik
When Paul bade farewei te the Ephesian Church, Let us,.however, bear in mind the important distinc- God te quicken our devotions and te raise ot- hem' ts.
le he. kneeled down. and prayed." And, to mefen lttion, that our pardon, thougr justice to Chrit, ia te bim, bwhile with.joytfil. ips we spfak bis paiseà:.

t one more example, when our Saviour in, hie mgo- mire svereign mercy to us. We have no claun but we are thus prepared téo magnify him in " psaima' and
]t) withdrew from ia disciples, "ihe kneeled down. what Christ makes fur us, no hope but that.which i hymns,. and spiritual songa;" but the consideraticn,
%d prayed.*e> Lit no man therefore accuse u&of revealed in Chrib, eno promise but those. wbieh "ini of thee au'. be resesved for another discourse.
"eperstition in our gestures. We stand, during the him are y.a, and in him amen." And therfore we L make two very briéf observations in coNcLusioN.

tltences and exhortation, because we then listen to are not te bring money in our, band frG the blessing of i. There is no man se righteous, but that he is aCod's, voice poiutedly and personally addressing is; the gospel, indeed, we. bave none te bring,-but free. miserable ili ner. " If we say we have not sinaed
*0 kneel, when we ask mercy at his bands, because ly, "without money. and-withoutprice," they are be- (says the apostle) we make God a liar, and his or4

are guilby suppliants,. net worthy of the least of aIl stowed on sinnehs. Net that every man, be bis life, is not in us." * * Strive te attain a cleatr viewe
is mercies. and conduct, and affections, what they may, mnit be of this first great princille of the oracles ofGod;. and
The confession is an effecting. acknowledgement of saved by Christ ;: he only, that6 " %ith the he at believ- rest a.sured that yeu have not a cleareand projer

!iet demerits. it know nut what words coild; expisa ethi unto righteousness, and with the mouth maketh piew of i,.till you are roused, individually and person-
* stronger language, the sinfulness and misery of confes>ion unto salvaion,?' he only hath part and lot aly,. to ask the anixious 3paestion, '' WIht shal do,an.- "We have left undone those things whib we in the gospel covenant. It is- faith,. lis g ft, that te be saved?"'

ght te hare done; we have done those tiing. which unites us te Christ, that faih which wokt th by love, e. Lastly, There is ne mFn so sinful, but tihatChrist
ought net to have done;. and there is noiheakhi the evidence and f&uit Of which are-good works and a can pardon him. Fi bthis very purpose he suffiraed,

us." la ik not precisely the acknowiedgement-of holy cornveration. that he might make atonement for transgresion: fr
propht, "-the whole head if sick, and-the whol This faith, God geneates and strengthens by this vetry purpse he asealred, thatlihe might he

art faink: from the soie of the footeven unto the means of his revealedwerd:.I"fai4 cometh by heur- "-a mer-ifu-l High Prie.I, able to have compassion."
ead ther. ia no soundiess in it,. but wetnds, and ing, and hearing by the word of God." The gespe hi the visions ofthe encirat seers, it was fore'old tI af

bruiss, and putrefying sores?" i arn amazed,. that i.i calculated te dipW-l ail doubt rnd deepondency,.to he lp should be laid on " Orne mighty" to ave eveu
iY one, atieruttering such words, can-dare tojttify " bind up the broken-beîr-ted, and to prochatini libf-r- to the uttrmno.t; and he rasabundantiy aiready giveni'
<self, or to extenuate his guilit. Biethren, the y o tthe captive." Its constant message is-' if poof of this power. Can yeu Kx your eyes en the as-
,ureh bringsyuu into this. dilerr.ma -either you are th acantt beliive, lil things. are poss;b!be to him that semblage of "just men made prfect?" The n,.

e miserable sinners?' yen prefess te be, or you believethr." Thre law was made to wound, and the es to Lihe troe, are Saul thie persecutr and bias-
enow corne befnre God wsithr a hie la youn iight gospl e o i a: tile law,. by' its- terrera, urges tr.en piremer, andi Pelter thre aptatte: thre blood that wvashed
anand have insulted tire Highrest witLh ani aviful to fee to go.pel grace,,agd4 <he gospel wsillingly.re- thîem cheain, cani neow cienee yu Th'er, i sa.ymake

oe~kery. O if there be a self., ighrteous mmn before "rives thien, and. shews them thatt-la Chrid there la trial of his b, we: makê istrant tr'ial; temnpt hi:u i-o
Saman that wot.kl uzrme his ains, a rran thAit glorious-salvatioun., Thiis is what our Saviouc bimself long. by nebelie f, H-e insibes yoau to-daw neair;

persadell him.self. thieDC. is muLh tba& iu good~ d.ecrda, "' i.ht.cm.h-to-.mrL 'sil ni. n, Kse the a'ialc ocas hi me b 1ia cf.tht
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