Cleng, heavy, pliant scourge;

NORTHERN MESSENGER.

SCHOLARS' NOTES.

(From the International Lessons for 1881, by KEdwin
W. Rice, as issued by American Sunday-School

Union.)
LESSON I1.
Jony 10.]
THE COMING DELLVERER.

Exod. 2: 5-165.

CoMMT TO MEMORY V8. 9, 10,

5. And the daughter of Pharaoh came down to
wash herselfat the river ; and her maidens walk-
ed along by the river’s side ; and when she saw
the ark among the flags, she seat her maid to
fetch it.

6. And when she had
child : and, behold,.the babe
compassion on him, and said,
Hebrews’ ehildren.

7. Then said his sister to Pharaoh’s daughter,
Shall I go and call to thee a nurse of the Hebrew
women, that she may nurse the child for thee ?

8. And Pharaoh’s daughter said to her, Go.
And the maid went and called the child’s
mother.

9. And Pharaoh’s daughter said unto her,
Take this child away, and nurse it for me, and
1 will give thee thy wages. And the woman took
the child, and nursed it.

10. And the child grew, and she brought him
unto Pharaoh’s daughter, and he becamse her
son. And she culled bis name Moses : and she
said, Becaue 1 drew him out of the water.

11. And it came to pass in those days, when
Moses was grown, that he went out unto his
brethren, and looked on their burdens: and he
gspied an Egyptmn smiting an Hebrew, one of
his brethren.

12. And he looked this way and that way, and
when he saw that there was no man,heslew the
Egyptian, and hid him in the sand.

13. And when he went out the second day, be-
hold. two men of the Hebrews strove together :
and he said to him that did the wrong, Where-
fore smitest thou thy fellow ?

14. And he said, Who made thee & prince and
a judge over us? intendest thou to kill me, as
thou kiliedat the Egyptian 2 And Moses feared.
and said, Surely this thing is known.

15. Now when Pharaoh heard this thing, he
sought to slay Moses. But Moses fled from the
face of Pharaoh, and dwelt in the land of Midian :
and he sat down by a well.

GOLDEN TEXT,—By faith Moses, when he was
come 10 years, refused to be called the son of
Pharaol’s daughter.—HED. 11: 24.

- ClilNTRAL TRUTH. — Help comes from the
LOrA.

o‘pened it, she saw the
wept. Andshe had
his is one of the

INTRODUCTORY.—The cruel measures men-
tioned in our last lesson having failed, Pharaoh
directed all the male children to be murdered
atx{,heir birth or to be thrown into the River

e:

NOTES.—THE RIVER, the Nile, not so named
in the Bible, but Sihor or Shihor, flowing from
Central Africa through Egypt, about 4,000 1niles
long. Toits annual overflow Egypt owes its fer-
tility ; it was regarded as sacred, and was wor-
shipped as a god.—ARK, or “chest,” made of the
papyrus reed (bulrashes), fastened together and
made water-tight by theslimi mud oi theriver,
and piteh.—FLAGS, another kind of bulrush.—
HEBREWS, a name given to the Israelites from
the word “*eber,” which means ¢ to pass over,”
or from the same word “Eber” one of their an-
cestors, Gen, I0:24; 111 14; Abraham was first
called “the Mebrew,” Gen. 14: 13; and who erogs-
ed the river Euphrates.-- MOSES,*%son’” or brought
forth, third child of Amram and Jochebed, des-
cendants of Levi, Aaron his brothéer was three
yearsolder, Bx. 7:7, and hissister Miriam may
have been from ten to twelve years older.—M1D-
IAN, strife, the land east of the Red Sea, extend~
ing at least to Moab and Mount Sinai,or perhaps
beyond that to the desert and the banks of the
Euphrates.

EXPLANATIONS.

LesseN Topics. — (L) MOSES’ CHILDHOOD.
¢l1.) K13 MANHOOD.

1. MOSES’' CHILDHOOD.—(5-10.) DAUGHTER
or PITARAOH,the Bible does not give her name,
but as a princess she had an exalted position; TO
WASH, or bathe, perhaps she believed in the
waters having health-giving properties; ARK
..., FLAGS, €80 Notes; HAD COMPASSION, or
smercifully spared” him. It led her totake the
babe under her protection; SISTER, see Notes.
She had been wmchlg‘g for the gurpose, V. 4;
CHILD'S MOTHER, see Notes. Perhaps she was
vot far off, watehing her babe; BROUGIT HIM,
at what age we do not kpow; she and her hus-
band were good po()ﬁle, Heb. 11: 23, and feared
God rather than the King: Moses and his brother
and gister would have a good example before
them ; BECAME 1TER SON, was legally adopted in-
to the royal family, where he was educated in all
the learning of the IBgyptians, Acts 7:21 22,

11. I8 MANHOOD.— (11-15.) THOSE DAYS
when he was fully 40 years old, Acts 7129
GROWN,instature, Wigdom and influence ; WENT
.... BRETHREN, either left the palace entirely
to «bare their hard lot, Heb. 11: 24-26, or paid a
friendly visit; LOOKED oN, seeing; [LGYPTIAN,
one of the oppressors, 1: 115 SMITING, with a
THERE WAS NO
MAN, he saw no onej 11D HIM, buried him to
prevent discovery ; STROVE, “fighting”; FELLOW
& bhrother,” Acis7:26; A PRINCE AND A JUDGE,
ho was $0 truly, Acts 7:24; INTENDEST THOU,
&¢., this expression showed Moses that his deed
was not only konown, but in danger of being

| 1pade public at any moment; THIS THING, the

deed which was done. 1t had become known 10
Pharaol ; SOUGHT TO BLAY, manslaughter under
any cireumegtances was rigorously punished in
Tgypt, even where the eriminal might be high
in rank; FACE, beyond his power; A WELL,

literalty ¢the well,” a well-known watering

place at this time,

TrACOINGS: = . 3
(1.) The helpless babe is watched over and

nursed.

(2.) The child of the slave becomes the prince
of tho palace.

(3.) He neither forgets nor neglects to help

his distressed brethren, though it may
cost him his all.

(4.) His good intentions and
heeded by those whom
benefit. s

(5.) He becomes afugitive.

* MosEs.—His person. We are informed in Ex.
9:9, that he was a goodly child, andin Acts7:21.
that he was exceeding fair, or ‘¢ wncommonly,
superlatively beautitul.” ¢Some extraordinary
appearance or remarkable comeliness led his
parents to augur-his future greatness. Beaut,
wag regarded by the ancients as a mark of di-
vine favor. Josephus and Philo seem to inti-
mate that the striking feature in the child’s ap-
pearance was not so much beauty of,counten=~
ance as a certain nobility of air which augured
future greatness. This is not mentioned, how-
ever, by thesacred historian as the chaiefinduce-
ment for the preservation of Moses, It was only
a secondary reason,though it might have stimu-
lated their hopes that God would bless their en-
deavors tosave him, which were not founded on
any special revelation made directly concerning
him, but originated in their faith and implicét
reliance on the Divine promises.”—Jamieson’s
Crit. and Exper. Com. :

efforts are un-
he wishes to

LESSON IIL
JuoLy 17.]

THE CALL OF MOSES.
Exod. 3: 1-14.

CoMMIT TO MEMORY V8. 6, 7.

1. Now Moses ke?t the flock of Jethro his fa-
ther-in-law, the priestof Midian : and he led the
flock to the backside of the desert, and came to
the mountain of God, even to Horeb.

2. And the angel of the Lord appeared unto
him in a flame of fire out of the midst of a bush :
and he looked, and, behold, the bush burned
with fire, and the bush was not consumed.

3. And Moses said, I will now turn aside, and
see this great sight, why the bush is not burnt,

4. And when the Lord saw that he turned
aside tosee, God called unto him out of the midst
of the bush, and said, Moses, Moses. And hegaid
Heream 1. i

6. And he said, Draw not nigh hither: put off
thy shoes from off thy feet, for the place where-
on thou standest is holy ground.

6. Moreover he said, I am the God of thy fath-
er, the God-of Abraham, the God of Isg@ac, and
the Godof Jacob. And Moses hid his face : for
he was afraid tolook upon God.

7. Andthe Lord said, I have surely seen the
affliction of my people which are in Egypt, and
have heard their cry by reason of their task-
masters : for 1 know their sorrows;

8. And I am comedown to deliver them out of
the hand of the Egyptians,and to bring threm up
out of that land unto a good land and a large, un-
{0 a 1and flowing with milk and honey ; unto the
place of the Canaanites, and the Hittites, and
ihe Amorites, and the Perizzites, and the Hi-
vites, and the Jebusites.

9. Now therefore, behold, the cry of the child-
ren of Israel is come unto me: and L have also
goen the oppression wherewith the Egyptians
oppress them.

10. Come now therefore, and 1 will send thee
unto Pharaoh, that thou mayest bring forth my
people the children of Israel out of Egypt.

11. And Moses said unto God, Who am_1, that
I should go unto Pharoah, and that 1 should
bring forth the children of Israel out of Egypt?

12. And he said, Certainly I will be with tivee;
and this shall be a token unto thee, that I have
% nb thee: When thou hast brought forth thé
| cople out of Egypt, ye shall serve God upon this
mountain.

13. And Moses said unto God, Behold, wben 1
come unto the children of Israel,and shall say un-
to them, The God of your fathers hath sent me
unto you: and they shall say to me, What is his
pamé ? what shall I say unto them (4

14. And God said unto Moses, I AM THAT 1
AM : and he gaid, Thus shalt thou say unto the
chidren of Israel : 1 AM hathsent me unto you.

GOLDEN TEXT.—And he said, Certainly, 1
will be with thee.—ExoD. 3 : 12

CENTRAL TRUTH —The presence of God is
the power of his servants.

INTRODUCTORY.—Moses lived in Midian for
forty years in the employ of Reuel or Jethro,
whose daughter Zipporah he married. In the
meantime the Pharaoh from whom he had fled
died. His successor, Menephtha Il., continued
the oppression of the Israelites, and reigned in
Egypt at the time the events narrated in our les-
son took place.

NOTES.—JETHRO, ¢ his excellence,” a prince
or priest of Midian; probably a descendant of
Abraham by Keturah, Gen. 25:1,2.—HORER,
‘edry,” also called Sinal, unless the two terms
designate separate localities. Both names ap-=
pear to have been applied gometimes to the
whole range, and sometimes to a single portion
of the range,—(0D OF ABRAHAM, &, thename
by which God had made himself Known to the

satriarchs in blessing and promise, see Gerl. 221
5183 26:245 28:13-15.—CANAANITES, descend-
ants of Canaan the fourth son of Ham, Gen. 10:
6, prior to the concillest by Joshua used for all
the inbabitants of Palestine, after that, for a dis-
tinet tribe.—HrTIrEs, descendants of Heth the
second son of Canaan, who were settled ab first
in the southern part of Judiea.—AMORITES, a
Syrian tribe descended from Canaaun. They
were of great stature and courage and occupied
¢he mountains between the Mediterranean and
1he Jordan —PERIZZITES, were those who lived
in the sinall villages scattered throughout Ca-
naan.—HIVITES, mainly in the north-western
part of Palestine, aboiat Mount Hermon and
Lebanon.—JERUSITES, held Jerusalem and the
distriet around.—PaARAOH, see Introd.

EXPLANATIONS.

LEsSON ToPIcS.— (1.). THE DIVINE APPEAR-
ANCE. (1L) TaHE DIVINE PURPOSE. (I11.) THE
DIviNg COMMISSION.

1. THE DIVINE APPEARANCE., — (1-5.)
Now, toward the end of Moses’ 40 years so{oum
in Midian; X gpr,was feeding,&e., as & shepherd ;
FLOCK, of sheep and goats ; VRIEST, or “prince”;
the patriarchal chiefs were at the same time the

riests of their tribe, comp. Gen. 32: 285 DESERT,

‘wilderness,” not in our sense & barren waste,
but here though uninhabited yet affording pas-

{urage ; MOUNTAIN oF GoD, 8o called with refer-
ence to the future divine manifestations ; Hor-
EB, se¢ Notes; THE ANGEL OF THE LORD, & min-
ister or messenger, of Jehovah, here in the form
of a flame of fire, Ps.104: 4; A BUSH, “the bush,”
or thorny aeacia shrub, commmon in that region H
NOT CONSUMED, was not burnt at all, comp. Dan.
3:95-27; HERE AM I, expression of attention
and obedience; PUT OFF THY SHOES, ‘‘thy sand-
als,” according to ancient custom a mark of
reverence ; HOLY, became so by God’s presence,

®11. THE DIVINE PURPOSE. — (6-9.) MORE-
OVER, &¢., God recalled his relationship to Abra-
ham, &c.,as “not the God of the dead, but of the
living,” Matt. 22:82; HID HIS FACE, in awe and
humility, he was afraid ; SURELY sEEN,observed
with pity ; crRY, of pain and distress caused by
their TASKMASTERS, ‘‘oppressors,” not same
word as i 1: 11 ; COME DOWN,in manifestation of
power, comp. Gen. 11:5,7; 18:21; GOOD LAND,
fertile and abundant; LARGE, in comparison
with Goshen. Its extent isshown by the enum-
eration of the tribegoccupying it; FLOWING WITH
MILK AND IIONEY, the cbief dainties of the earl
ier ages, the good land abounded in these, 2 8am.

17 : 27-29.

IIT. THE DIVINE COMMISSION.— (10-14.)
COME NOW THEREFORE, “and now go”; THEE....
THOU, he was to be the deliverer; WHO AM 165
&¢., words implying humility but not fear nor
want of faith ; 1 WILL BE WITH THEE, “with God
all things are possible,”if God be for us who can
be against us ?; A TOKEN, “the sigh,” pledge,
promise, demanding simple faith; L AM THAT 1
AM, expresses absolute, unchanging aud eternal
being. ~ “ILam what I am.” ’

TEACHINGS:
(1) God’s manifestations are wonderful.
(2.) They compel reverence, fear and love.
(3.) God knows our every trouble and sorrow.
(4.) With God we need fear nothing.
(5.) God ig forever the same.

LESSON 1V.
JuLy 24.]
MOSES AND AARON.
Exod. 4:27-31; 5:1-4.
CoMMIT TOo-MEMORY V. 8l.

27. And the Lord said to Aaron, Go intothe
wilderness to meet Moses. And he went, and
met him in the mount of God, and kissed him.

98. And Moses told Aaron all the words of the
Lord who had sent him, and all the signs which
he had commanded him.

29, And Moses and Aaron went and gathered
together all the elders of the children of Israel :

30. And Aaron spake all the words which the
Lord had spoken unto Moses, and did the signs
in thesight of the people.

3l. And the eoyle believed : and when they
heard that the Lord had visited the children of
Israel, and that he had looked upon their afflie~
tio(;x, then they bowed their heads ana worship-
ped.

V.: 1. And afterward Moses and Aaron went
in, and told Pharaoh, Thus saith the Lord God
of 1srael, Let my people go, that they may hold
a feast unto me in the wilderness.

2. And Pharaoh said, Who is the Lord, that I
should obey his voice to let Israel go? I know
not the Lord, neither will I let Israel go.’

3. ‘Anid they said,The God of the Hebrews hath
met with us: let us go, we pray thee, three days’
ourney into the desert, and sacrifice unto the
Lord our God ; lest he fall upon us with pestil-
ence, or with the sword.

4, And the king of Egypt said unto them,
Wherefore do ye Moses and Aaron, let the
Beogle from their works ? get you unto your

urdens.

GOLDEN TEXT.—He sent Moses his servant;
and Aaron whom he had chosen.—Ps. 105 : 26,

CENTRAL TRUTH.—God finds fitting instru-
ments ior his work.

INTRODUCTORY.—God assured Moses that the
issue of his mission wouldbe successful, andin
answer to theobjection that his brethren might
urge, that he was not divinely commissioned,
God wrought two wonderful miracles. IMoses
states another difliculty personal 1o himself,
his slowness of speech ; is promised a * spokes-
man” in Aaron his brother, who is even then
about to Visit him. In these ways the scruples
o: Moses are graciously set asitie by God, Who
commanded him to take the rod which had
been turned into a serpent (ch. 4:3), where-
with he might work miracles. Thereafter he
Jeit Midian with his wife and children. whom,

owever, he sent back after meeting Aaron
(18: 2), and arrived in Egypt

NOTES.—MogEs, “Three qualities givehim
immortal interest and prominence. (1.) I“ﬂlt.h H
¢« By faith he esteemed 1he reproach of ghrx-sr,
greater riches than the treasures of Egypt,’
Heb. 11: 26, (2.) Prayerfulness: 1n every hour
of emergency his immediate resort was to Je-
hovnht: (8) He coveted no dxs:tincsuon -and
sought no prominence : his greatness came to
him, he d?d not go atter it.”’—Schafl’s Bible
Dict.—~AARON, *¢ mountaineer” or ‘enlighten-
ed,” elder brother of Moses by three years (7;
7), was in Egypt during voses’ sojourn in Mid-
ian. Being the eldest son of Amram who was
a descendant of Kohath the second son of Levi,
and because of natural lalents, he was a pro-
minent man among the 1sraelites. He is called
« the saint'of the Lord,” Ps. 106:16. He was a
better servant than master. He was weak in
command, bot faitbful in duty. He yielded like
wax to theimpression of the moment, When
ho died on Mt. Hor at-the age of 123 years, Num.
33+ 88,39, he was sincerely mourned.—HEBREWS,
see Notes Lesson 25 1

EXPLANATIONS.

Lesgon Torrcs.— (L) IN THr WILDERNESS.
(11L) BEFORE ISRARL. (1I1,) Berore PHA-
RAOM. f

1. INTHE WILDERN ESS.—(4:27,28.) AARON,
sec Notes; WILDERNESS, the whole region of
Sinai was so called. Aaron received definite
instructions where to go; KISSED HIM,the broth-
ers not having seen each other for 40 years,the
kiss here meant more than the common mode
of salutation, comp v. 14; ALL THE WORDS, the
prece-yts and promises of God ; SIGNS, the
promised token of God’s presence and pOWer,

V8. 8, 9.
\

11. BEFORE ISRAEL.—(29-3l.) WENT, from
Sinai to Goshen in Egypt ; ELDERS, ¢ eitfler the
heads of tribes or the oldest or most judicious
of the people” and their representatives; DID
THE SIGNE, 1. e, Moses did, not Aaron; PEOPLE,
apublic assembly washeld called by theelders ;
BELIEVED, they credited the testimony which
thesigns fully warranted ; HAD VISITED, been
present as & physician ; LOOKED Ul’ouiobserve(l
narrowly ; THEIR AFFLICTION, noton g’ the ag-
gregate of all but each separate affliction of
whatever kind or however arising ; BOWED
THEIR HEADS AND WORSHIPPED, they adored
and rendered homage 10 @God, see Ps.95: 6.

11I. BEFORE PHARAOH.—(5: 1-4.) WENT IN,
where this interview with Pharaoh was tgeld is
not cevtainly known ; most likely Zoun, E s.‘78 %
12, 43, which is identified with I'anis, nOW San,
on the Nile, in Lower Egypt ; LORD, ** Jeho-
vah?” ; LET MY PEOPLE GO, & remarkablerequest
considering the opinions of the heathen that it
was right that the gods should be worship-
ped; FEAST, & sacred festival with worship and
sacrifice ; WILDERNESS, some ret}red region
where there would be no interruption; WHo 18
THE LORD, 8 question indicating either scorn
or ignorance ; 1 KNOW NOT 1HE LORD,he has not
been made known to me, but it does n9t mat-
ter, I will not allow the people to go; nA’ll‘]u
MET, hath appeared to us; LET US GO, 1. e., the
Israelites ; LEST, if by your refusal ; PESTIL-
ENCE, a plague then known in Egypt: SWORD,
attacks by other nations; LET THE PEOPLE,
- cause to desist,” hinder. He rebukes them as
impudent stirrers up of sedition,and comxpands
them also to engage in the same oppressive la-
bor with their brethren.

TEACHINGS :

(1) Speech for God cannot be better than
that furnished by His own word.

(2.) Hearers cannot worship Him better
than by believing in His word.

(3.) Ignorance of God or His word will not
avert punishment from those who dis-
obey Him, or disregard it.

(4.) God’s message is to be offered pleading-

* ly,and enforced threateningly to the
unbeliever.

(5.) God’s children sre sometimes wrongly
accused and made to suffer innocently.

Wx WouLp RECOMMEND to the attention
of readers of the MESSENGER, the WEEKLY
WirNEss, a newspaper which is generally
commended for the quantity and value of
its contents all over this Continent. Its
price is but $1.10a year, while subscribers to
it have the opportunity of obtaining the
beautiful picture of “Christ Leaving the
Prastorium *? for 25 cents additional. Ithas
special departments devoted to Agriculture,
Veterinary, Legal and other subjects, and i3
justsucha paper asshould be in every family.
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Subscribers to this paper will find the
date their subscription terminates printe
after the name. Those whose subscriptions
expire at the end of the present month Wi
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EPPS’S COCOA.
GRATEFUL AND GOMFORTING.

« By a thorough knowledge of the natural
laws zvhich govegn the operations of digiestlol}
and nutrition, and by a careful plicat onMo
the fine properties o well-selecte Cocon, . e
Epps has provided our breakfast tables with a
delicately flavored beverage which may save
us many heavy doctor’s bills. Itis by tbejudi-
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