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toligious persecution, are synonymous terms,—if
not in cxpression, at Jeast in eflect.  But { should
like to know, how these ¢ penances, rigid pen-
ances, " as he callg them, can be made out a reli-
ious persecution ¥ We find, as Lhave already
vemarked in iy former communication, sufficient
scriptural a-thority to justify us on that point, as
well as on all others that tend to salvation. The
Ninbites did penance by fasting and prayer,
Moses fasted and prayed, Ilias fasted and prayed,
and Christ himself fasted and prayed to his heaven-
ty father, forly days in the desert, and St. Pa
~ays, ‘“ that you may give yourselves to fasting
and prayer.” Now since penance i3 an apostolical
wnstitution, ¥ cannot see  why it should be taxed as
o ¢ religious persecution,” I3 it because imposed
by a priest? nota self-styled, self-commissioned,
and self-made orthedoxical priest, but a priest re-
~eiving bis authority fiom the successors of St. Pe-
ter, as St. Peter did from Christ, on the day of his
cesurrection, when he said, ¢ As my father hath
ecnt me,so I send you. Andwhen he had said this,
4o breathed on them, and said to them, reccive
,ou the Holy Ghost; whose sins you remit, they
are remitted : and whose sins socver you vefain,
they are gefained.—John XX. 21. 22, 23, Again
& the lake of Tiberias, he tells Peter, ¢ Feed my
dambs, fced my sheep,”—John XXI1 verses 15,
16 17. And again he said « Thou art Peter, and
upon this vock Twill build my cliureh, and the
gates ofhell ¢ shall not prevail against it.”” St.
Matt. XV, verse 18. Againhe says to his church,
-+ Behold T am with sou all days, evento the end of
the world.”—Matt. XXVIIL verse 20. if these
1 roofs are not a quanium sufficit to justify the Ca-
tholic Churh inher practices, and comvince this
spectator,—Le amd such protestants as profess a
&imilar belief, must cither deny the authenticity of
God’s word, and pronounce it in his own language,
* a chimera.”’—* the bascless fubric of a vision,”
<t els2 they must admit their own error, and if not,
vndergo the judgemvnt atready pronounced against
a1l disbelievers.

Ihave perused many dictionaries, but never, till
raformed by this spectator, knew, that* penance
and ¢ religivus persecufion,” were synonyimous,
What a puty that (he American moncy-raising or-
thodoxy, 0id net give this spectaler the appoint-
aient und title, of Lexicographer-general-of-new-
« nvented-ideas-to-old-word>-to-hamer-down-popery,
and doubtless such a compilation as this, would ex-
«~ite the edmiration of the newly converted Ortho-
dox Indians, who perhaps, would, liberally patron-
+7¢ it, and on Aiscovering its autbor, exclaim

¢ Oh ! with what laurcls shall thy head be crown’d,

A grove—aferest—shall thy ears surround.”

Butin order to stop future univunded asserlions
of such malicious and begotied opponents, I will
feave you and the Indians to speculate on your ap-
pointment, whilst 1 direct my atiention to a defini-
tionof ¢ peNaNCL,” as believed ; and professed
by Catholics :—*“ We believe, that when a sinner
ecpents of his sins, from the botfom of his heart,
and acknowledges his transgressions to God and
his minister tlc céispansers of the mysterics of;

Christ, resolving to turn fromn his cvil ways, and
bring forth fruits warihy of penanco ; there is then,
and no otherwise, an authority left by Christ, to
absolve such a penitent sinner from his sins : which
authosity, we believe, Christ gave to his Apostles
and their successors, the bisbops end priests of
his Churcly, in those words when he said : Receive
ye thc Holy Ghost, whose sins you shall forgive,
they aro forgiven,

‘ Though no creature whatsoever can make

condign satisfaction, ecither for the guilt of sin, or
the pain eternal due to it : this satisfaction being
proper to Christ our Saviour only : yet, penitent
sinners, redeemed by Christ, may, as members of
Christ, in some measure satisfy by prayer, fasting,
alms-deeds, and other works of piety, for the tom-
poral pain, which in the order of divine justice
sometimes remainy due, afler the guilt of sin and
pains cternal have been remitted.  Such peniten-
tiol works, are notwithstanding, no otherwise sai-
isfactory than as joined and applied to that satisfac-
tion, which Jesus made upon the cross in virtue of]
which alone, all our good works find a grateful
acceptance in the sight of God.

“ The guilt of sin or pain ecternal due to i, is
neverremitted by what Catholics call indulgences;
hut only such temporal punishments as remain due
after the guilt is remitted :—these indulgences be-
ing nothing else than a mitigation or relaxation,
upon just causes, of canonical penances, enjoined
by the pastors of the church on penitent sinners,
according to their several degrees of demerit.”?

The above queted principles of Catholics, rela-
(ive to ** penances’ and * indulgences,” are from
the pen of an Erish Catholic priest, who experien-
ccd the effects of ¢ religiors persecution®® not such
persecution as the Spectator has described, when
he thus sympatbizingly says and if the priests who
impose such things, bad the smallest particle of
tight feeiing they would blush to think of making
their fellow  creatures, who might otherwise be
omaments totrue religion, thus degrade themsclves
below the level of the brutc.””  But listen Specta-
tor, to what I call ‘“ religious gersecution,” neither
« persecution” of fasting or prayer, but ¢ persecu-
tion,”’ as inflicied on the Revd. James Corker, a
Benedictine monk, author of Cotholie principles,
inreference to God and the king from which the
above isa quotation, ¢ On the 17th of January,
1689, he was brought to the bar, at the old Bailey,
and indicted for high treason, on the 27th of Eliz-
abeth,” for that being born wilhin the king’sdo-
minions and made a priest, by authosity from the
See of Rome, he did traiterously comne and abide
in England, contrary to law.” Ofthis chargethe
Jury found him guilty, and the Recorler condem-
ned him ¢ t0 be conveyed on hurdles to the place
of execution : to be there hanged by the neck ; to
be cut down alive ; to have his bowels taken out
and be burnt in his view—his head to be severed
from hisbody : and his body to be divided into
four quarters, to be disposed of at the king’s pleas-
ure.”> Sce Cobbett’s state trials, vol. 7 page 845,
And what was the chargo alleged to this priest, ¢

(whose name Ewould nevgr introduce, was I not
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obliged to quote from him in order to shew the prin
ciples of Catholics reluting to ponance ?) for merels
crossing ¢ -er from Ireland to England !!1-=Are
not these more liko deeds emanating from  the.
““ man of sin,”* than any thing we have ever 1cad
of emanaling from a ** pope?”  Could Antichrin
himself, who you would fuin represent the pope to
be, do more than this?! ! Land still you will talk
of the simple ** penances” imposcd by priests as «
*“ religious persecution. ”  Lhope you are satisficd.
from what isalready definedin the aforegoing quo-
tation from Cuholic principles, < that the rich
cannot pay the poor to do penance for them, asly
ingly asserted by the spectator. I lhope he is now
convinced, that Catholics in the performance or
¢ penance,” are actuated by the same means the
repenting Ninivites were ; and notby ¢ a belicf in
itsintrinsic and meretorious efficacy,”’ ashe as-
serts,

But the spectaror says, ““it is no uncommon
thing, in passing through the south and other parts
of Ireland,” to sce people going through the most
degrading penances, such as going round the
stumps of old trees on their bare kneces,” as he
says he himself has seen ¢ the earth actually worn
hollow”” in this way. Still this does not assimilate
them to *“ the devotees of Juggernaut,” as he
nakes the.comparison. In worshipping a Jugger~
naut, the devotion is directed to a huroan fabricated
mass, somewhat like the Trojan paladium, butthe
Catholics i3 directed to the living God, whose
pardon thoy invoke through Christ. If the Specta-
tor had drawn the comparison, between the devo.
tees of king William the third, prostrating them-
selves before his statute in some lodge, with bended
kneesand uncovered heads, drinking tho ¢ glorious
and immortal memory,*’ the comparison would ap -
pear more just : they prostrate themselves (o a
human fabricated image, and so do the devotees of
Juggernaut. Catbolics in the south of Ireland.
perbapsin passing by some treo planted, to render
morc memorable the spot where some saiut has
been deposited, stop by his sacred shrine, tooffer
upa prayer for some deceased relative or friend,
who perhaps rests close by, or invoke the saints
intercession with Christ for their own sinful souls,
does all thislook like the worshipping of a jugger-
nant ? Is it because they have no church there?
But perhaps they would bave had, had not the iron-
hand of ¢ persecution’>Jong since destroyed it.—
But Christ had no church. in the garden when he
prayed tohis heavenly father for us, and would it
not be blasphemy for a protestant to think he ¢ de-
graded”” himself ‘° below the level of the brute,”
as the spectator says of the Irish Catholics,

But since my communication has already be-
come so lengthly, I will let the Spectator arcuse
bimsclf with the story of St. Paul’s apron, before
Ican give bim any information respecting St.
Bredgetsarm. Now, as o ¢ Catholics differing
frequently from one anothrr,?’ the charge is falsc.
Tiliterato or ignurant  Catliolics, may not bo soin-
telligent in points of religion, which istheir awn
faults, ag their pastorsare always ready to give them
the nccessary information on all doubtful matters,



