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THE CATHOLIC,

R

t s

State of Catholicism throunghout

the World.

o Discourse pronounced at Rome nt the
opening of the Academy of the Catho-
lic Religion in the year 1843, by the
Cardinal Pacen, Dean of the Sacred
Colloge, Bishup and Legate of Velletr,
&e., &c.

“ It is with trua pleasure, illustrions
academicans, that I am this year charged
with oroning tho course of your wise dis
sertations. I am happy tooin felicitating
you on the literary labours you have un-
dertaken for the defence of our holy Ca-
tholic religion. You have known how 10
unito tho force of reasoning with the
riches of learning, for the purpose of
combating nnd destroying the lying und
hateful accusations which heresy und
schism have multiplied against the Sover-
cign Ponufls, in representing as the 1y~
rants and oppressors of nations those who
have been the beneflactors of humamty.
tho true authors of so many excclient
Christian and civil institutions, of which
strangers have darngly_endeavoured o]
attribute the honour to themselves, as o 1t

portions of the s0il of Germnns;, the most
fruitful and the fairest, belonged to the
clergy, with a right of temponl lordship
which stretched over many millions of
subjects, Great in the cmpira were the
authority and the influence of the clergy.
in the eloctoral college, of eight clectorn!
members, three wero ccclesiastics--the
Archbishops of Mayence, of Triers, snd
of Cologne ; the collega of princes was
presided over by the Archbistop of Sa-
lizburgh, and all the bishops, as well ns
a great number of abbes, Lrought their
votes into the dict. Al this opulence,
and splendour, and power, disappeared be-
forcthe unjust domination andthe rapacious
sacrilege of the eighteenth nnd nineteenth
centuries, und the clergy of Germany
aro now reduced 1o that state of depen-
dence and of mediocrity in wheh nearly
all the remninder of the Cuthofic clergy
are placed.

« But shall we in this recognize an evil
to the Church ¥ 1 dare nnt sy se. |1
consider that the bishops, deprive1 of tem-
poral domain, which myght be very
useful for the susminment of the cecles.

T

ment triumphant, and each' Protestant
c¢laiming for himself the right of explain.
ing ‘he sense of Seripture, by ljttle and
littloynll the dogmas which at first preser-
ved the pretended reform have disappear-
od, and it but remains for its adhorents
to {all izto pure doism.

« At the commencoment of my resids
ence at Cologne, it happened one day that
[ was ontertained by a Protestant diplos
matist—a well-instructed man and distine
guished writer; the conversation fell on the
scientific journals which were then pub-
lished in Germany. ‘This diplomatist io.
formed mo that for some years there ap-
peared in Berlin a catalogus emitled Bib-
liotheque Allemande Uuniverselle’ (the
Universal Libirary of Germany,) and
that in thatihey professed various reforms
in matters of religion such as they expect
from Protestantism. 1 desired to have the
antly volumes of this journal, and o aps
ply myself to reading them.  Behold,
then, in a few woids, what were these
theolagical reforms. The inspiration of
haly bouks, of the Divine scriptures, was
rejected ; they did not say a word of

had been their proper wark.  Would that
1 were able, at the seme time, to in-
spire your courage with a new ardour iu
this glarious and useful cuterprise.

& Wecannot cdissemble. ln Jiffirem
parts of Europe the Catholic religion is
attacked cither by opea violence vr by
porfidious secrecy and dark machinativos;
but from the midst of this lowering and
frightful horizon there treak fonth some
luminous rays, the consblutary forerun.
uers of 2 better and a happier future.

« f shall endeavour, then, to point out
10 you the end which yoar labours shuuld
have, t> retrace befure you the paataipa
victssitudes of the Cathule churel n ths
age—to paint for yua, tugether wiil tie
actual situation of this same Church, that

jastical spiritual auhority, whea it was mysieries, very reasonably, b. cause they
appliert 10 that, an | despoiled of a pertion | did not adnitthen atall; there was no
of their rizhes and power, will be mere] question whatever of a ministry and cc-
docile to the voice of the sovereign pon- ‘clesinstical hierarchy—in a word, in their
uff ; and that we shall see none of me’prm«-ndcd outline of cvangelical religion,
treading in the Tontsteps of the p-oud and ! there was no trace at all of tho Guspel.
the ambitious Patriarehs of Constantines! From that time a portiva of the Protestaut
pie, nor pretending to an almost sehrsma. " ministers—that is, the leading portion of
tical independence.  Now also the Catho- Vihe sects—have already fallen into simi.
lic population of all these extensive dios'lar errors; and many ministers have
ceses will be able to contemplate in the carried 1heir incredulity soas to openly
pastoral visitations the face of their own rid.cule the most holy things.

bishops, and the sheep <hall at least oc-!  *‘Afier the deab of Frederich 11. many
{ casionally hear the voice of their own' Protestant mir’sters had no shame, in ad-
{ pastor.  In the nomination of c:mmmaud'minisn-.—;ng baprism to children, to substi,
| dignitarics, and of chaptess of cathedrabs, inee fur the
! they shall have more regard, perhnns, to! Priniry tle

adurable name of the augusi
! name of that unbelieving wo-
we 1t than to illustrious birth 5 it will noinarch who hud just died.  Since then se-
jonger be tecessary to brush the dusticret societies wnd poMtical revolutions
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of the dissenting sects, and 1o propuse “'}f-om th~ archives to establish, amongistruck the Last blows at religious ideas, so

vou cunjeclures W'*nch we m'}.Vl form 31 other qual.ties of candidates, six quarter-dthat as 1 have already said, Protestantism
3 3wl Q ey o lecinets toloa | . . .

10 the future, conjectures which aee ¢ Jing of nobility ; and ecclesiastical Uiles{no longer exists bu: in name. But this

spired by the long residence I have had;
in different countries in Europe, and thc!

shali be no more what they had been I frighaful ubyss into which the heterodox
surrounded with weatth ; ro more shalllsects have fallen, offers in my opinion, to

numerous interviews which ! have hady o wpuessed what has becn wore than! yerv many Protestants a felicitous facility

with men, with savans, with maiiste rs'

even attached to divers errors opposed to
the Catholic faith, and, ia fire, the expes
rience guthered in . time so0 (ruitlul as
gur own in great events—these have fol-
lowed each other so rapidiy thatin 2 few
years we could flatter ourselves that we
had lived more than a century.

« You will give to thesg considerations
that degree of importance only which 1o
you shall seem meet ; for my part I shall
apply to myself thuse words of the Pro-
phet Joel— Seniores vestri sumnia som.
pinbunt.” ¢. ii., p. 11.

««When [ arrived in Germany, in

once beheld—the motnent a high dignity Lo retorn into the bosom  of the Catholie

or o rich Lenefice was vacant, nobles whol Church.  The heart of man cannot divest

1
up to that mement had no other post butljigelf of religion 3 and when his inellect
ote 1w the army, laying asido therr voi-

forms and their military decorations, and
all of a sudden tavest themselves with the
digaity of canons, and ornament with rich
and briilmat mitres heads which but a few
i sears bufore bore helmers. The grave
deas of the sauctuary dul not always pro
vail over thuse of soldiery. We may
then bave hesreforward less rich, it s

casts offthe yoke of those errors which in
his yomh he had coutraced, and when he
rids himself of the principles of a fulse edu-
cation with which he was imbued, it be-
comes easy for him to discover the light
of the truth.  The number of conversions
dail aking place from heresy to Catholi-
city strongly bears out my opinion.

“Bat if we behold in Germary the rays
of light and hope for the Caticlic Church
breaking even fiom the bosom of dark er-
cors, France, in the vista, offers to our

true, but better wstructed and wmore edi-
{ying pustors.

¢ Wauh cespect to the different secls

1786, it might ba said that the churches! which ure found in Germnauy, the obsine
and the clergy of that country were aticles that opposed themselves to ke return
the 1op of human greatness. Two archi= of therr members 0 Cutholienty ate cqual-
episcopal sees, were occupied by a bros 1y dimoished.  There nre stuies and go-
hor of the Emperor then resgrung, and: vernments which ax yet name themselves
by u son of a King of Poland, Elec.tor; Protestant, but m which Protestanusm
of Saxony. At tho hend of the other'no more exists. That which the apolo,
archicpistopal  and  episcopal churches gists of the Cathalic sehgiun predicted i
wero placed prelates ailied to the most, the sixteensh century has been fully azs
ancicat and illustrious familics, Vast complished—ihe prigciplo of privato judgs

view an horizon still more comsoling. Fram
the first ages, the churches of Gaul distin-
guished  themselves by a singular attach-
ment and a2 filial devotion to the Chair of
St. Peier; from that time also they fought
with ardent zeal ugainst every sising heres
sy-  During # laug succession of centuries
we have sequ this sirict apion perpetunted
with the wother church of Rome and

these churches, these children devoled in
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their fidolity, merit nt our hands a glorioos
vecital, )

“From the sad and unhappy days of thu_
sixteenth century, in which the sects of
Lnther, of Zuiuglius, and of Calvin, wade
their escape from the gates of hell to inun-
dato Europe, the Sorhionne, at the head of
all the other universities, taised itself up
all of u sudden to defend the pure and ane
ciont ductrines of the Church wuh all thy
vivacity and nrdour which characteriso the
French navon.”?

“All the world knows the pencrous ef-
forts which were made by the chuiches of
France in the following ages 10 beat down
and overthrow the hydra of Janse nism; but
in this age also. and precisely in the yesr
1682, the clouds began 1o eclipse in part”
the ancient splendour and glory of these
churches. Neveriheless, this obscuration
did not lust a long tin.e—it was soon dis
sipated—u ter.ible revolution broke out in
the kingdam, bearing its frightful cooses
quences in its train, and among others 1hat
which never furls— namely, persecation
against the Church.  Then the illustrious
French clerpy learned that which other
countries do not to this day understand,
that the Episcopal bedy and the clergy of
a uation strongly bound and auached to
the chair of St. Peter, form an impenetra.
ble phalanX against all the anacks of a
false policy and plolosophic 1mpiety
leagued against it it re-learnea nsancient
courage and fi.tal devotion to the {1oly Sce,
and from that ago till the present it has
shown itself anew by s works, by its wrie
tings, by its zeal for the propagation of the
faith, the most affectionate and the most
submissive child of the holy Romao
Charch. Itis trae that this kingdom still
cherishes many enemies of religion, and
that its churchies do 1ot assuredly enjoya
perfect tranquility —but could 3 be other
wise? '

“When the sea is violently chafed and
angcred, the agition of_ the waves does
not cease all of a sudden with the tlempen,
and it is but slowly and by degrees that
the waters subside iuto thewr carly calm.
Religian aud tha churchrs behold them-
selves sull auacked at every side by a
crowd of vuemics, and winlst the partisans
of the iriehgions doctrines of Volture and.
the phitosuphers of the eighteenth centuty
endeavor 1o seduce every class by disso-
minating at a low price books infected with
a blushless deism, we also witness biblicsl.
societies engnged in sowing with a profus
hand altered and fabified 1wxis ofSciipte
and Protestamts arming thuwselves with ¥°
new hadibo 4. To add to tho disorder
and the confusion, new cneties have ap-
peared in tho camp ; these are the fashé
oners of a new veligion, with their extris
vagant and sacrilegivus system<—the Seint
Sumoniaans, the Socialists, and tho unhep-
py Chutel, the proclaimer of 2 Frenck
church.  Guilty writers have leagned
themselves with these enemies from hell,
with their impious and licentous ‘nuvels,
and even dramatic puets themselves have
daiced to put in play atrocious ares whick
barden the heart of man, bear tho “mont
iateful vices fn triumph, ol i:mp‘ut‘l;ih'lp
reproduce ou the thentra the ‘sscred mym

teries and the august ceremonies of e




