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tinder nîariydiscouiragenients and after niuch
hionest and earne:st labor ; but stili after al
does the possession of those distinctions
entirle us to be called literary? I trow flot.
Let us pass with a swvift gleain of thought
over the vasL range of miodemn literature-
iîot only thiat emlbodiei in the Englibli
tongue, but that of the miodern nationalities
of Europe, of the German, French, Italian,
Spanishi and othier peoples. Let us bringà-
before ourdazzled eyes Goethe and Schiller,
M.,oliere and Voltaire, Dante and Pctrarch,
Cervantes and Calderv'ib. How many, ot
us have read the works of these mýighty
giants cf literature even in translations ?
rracing our steps up the streara of time tilI
ive reacli the period whcn English and Ger-
man, Frenchi and Italian, Spanisli and
Portugruese were not; whien the language
of CiceroD and Virgil, Hoiace and Livy was
the forai of speech of men of mind. Alas
how m*eagre- is our acquaintance with these
giants of old, and witli the even greater

gioso rekdaa f Greek eloquence,
of Greek epic poetry. Passing ail these
then iii review before the mind and hunîbly
bowing the knee in awe and reverence as
the rnatine,ý formis glide before us in
shadowvy outline ive are comrpelled aft'kr al
to confess that hitherto ive have been
but as children picking up here and there
a pebble on the slore of the great sea of
knovled ge, in a word that as a cras our
ttachers are flot c-ntitled to be called liter-
ary. Having stated our conviction, a con-
viction. forrned from à large- induction of
parts, that teachceri are flot ini general liter-
ary, ve corne to the question-" Ouglit
they t,; be so ? What advantages would
bc gained if they were more distingushed
as mens of letters than they are ?" In the
first place 1 arn sure it wvould greatly tend
to raise their position in the eyes of the
ivorld. The teachers of Canada have been
long spoken of -'s being a down-trodden,
abject racc, unahle, or if able, careless tu
assert their dignity and importance. Con-
tentcd wYith obscurity, Mien they ought to,
have had, and rnight liave had if they hiad
claimed it, a niuch higher standing. This
accusation is in a great part true, much
more in the past, however, than now. .A
change has begt:n to be wrought with re-
gard to this inîattei. Teachers begin to see
that to be pro-TI-ry esteemed, their real imi-
portance must L,c known. To show their

importance they inust exhibit their sti-engtli
-to be strong they r-ist be un;ted. Indi-
vidual effort theyc -e wl! iiot do. It is a
mere expenditure of force without aily result
upon the elevation of tht: mass, but
continued efforts i'ith and common
ainis and commion interests iil eventually
coninand a higher social standing,. On thue
other hand men arc now showing themsel-
ves more willing to listen to the clairps of

r the teacher. 'lhle blessings of education
%vere neyer so highly esteeraed as noiv, and
tre dispensers of those blsi~are receiv-
ing at the liands of the public a greater
apprecintion. The teacher, however, has
I iîniself nxuchi to, blamie for the comparative
lowne.ïs of bis own standitûg. fle lias not
in the pabt approved hiimself worthy of a
much higher place. H-e bas notas a general
,hing kept pace 'vith the advancement of
the times. He bas been moving, but his
fellowvs have been moving faster. We do
not at preserit speak of bis professional
attainm-ents,his merely scholastic knowledge
is in <,enerai flot deficient; w e speak- nov
of the teaclier as a man and a rnembez- of
society,viewcd in that ligflit lie lias flot gen-
erally p)ro, 'ressed, other classes bave acquir-
cd as mucli general knowledge and a better
acquaintance witli literature tbLIL, lI. That
higlier literary attainnient w~ido rnuch to
elevate the teaclier in the estimation ofmen
can bardly be doubted. «' Knowledge is
power " it is said, it is also lionor, being
alivays regarcied ivitli boonr Literary
acquirements; have everywvlere become the
great passpor*t to distinction. Tiie noble
lord and lhe humble 'vorker, whetber at
desk or in the field, may be seen treading-
Ithe siept.Tecmuiyo etr
is esnilyrpbiaadpecisn
barrier to the admission witbin its pale of
true inert, in wliateveî class it may be
fotind. Lord Duffenin is a citizen of thisIgrand republic, flot because be is a lord or
Governor-General of Canada, but because
lie is -an author of repute,and able to exprcss;
hi n thlrgits by pen and tongue in tersendvigorous ]½lsand Sangstr h
poet of Canada, native borr, finspired with
the divine affiatus, althougb an humble
toiltr iii a Goverrnment office, flot only
trc..ads the outer court of the temple of

',Ites"but even nainisters at lier inrnost
shie-and 3 oi teacliers, ladies and gen-

tiiien, if vou but preserit a well-founided
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