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anad, if believed by the outér world, it will
lewer the Craft in the estimation of tho
public far deeper than fifty or a hundred
"Divine Services " cau amend.

That Bey. Bro. informe us at the close
cf lis communication t"it ho js desirous
in asBisting te elevate the toeocf tho mess-
bers of Grand Lodge; this is in itei a very
praiseworthy desire, and as such high1y
zemmendable, for no candid inu wiUl deuy
that in every individual as well as in everv
Society, even Church Cominunities and the
Masonic fraternity net excepted, there le
ample roomn bath for moral and for intel-
lectual improveinent; but ou.r Bey. 3rc>.
appears thave unfruaeyoeloe
the grve fact that it le easier te express a
désire than te carry it inta effeet, and also,
that it je eaeier te give a persan or a body
of men a bad uaine than te gain for him or
them universal respect; the one may be
doue by one elanderous tengue while the
other often requires euperhuman efforts te
accomplisb; the one ofren requires no
brain, but an inclination te, exaggeration
and wantauness; 'while the other often re.
quires brain, earnest résolve and noble per-
Bevérance. The information by our Bey.
Bro. as regarde hie désire, unfartunately
conveys an unpleasant stiug te the great
majority cf ruembers cf Grand Lodge
'whom our Rév. Bro. in the preceffing para-
grapli of bie cemmunication brande as
rioters and revelers, ivho do net, believe in

gaing te church on a week day, who vote
down hie motion in the question of Divine

Service during Grand Ladge session, -who
disturb the midnight'e reet cf about 'ion
thousand people, and who respand te the
cry Ilgo te the cirons' in preornc te
holding an evening session or cf gaing ta
churdli and hcar aur Rev. Bro. or some
othér one preach a serman.

Our Rev. Brother's plan for elovating the
tane cf tLe memnbers cf Grand Ladge is by
introducing Divine Service as part of the
annual proceédings of Grand Ladge, and
ho thinke that before long it wil be con-
sideréd not the lest profitable and pleasant
part cf the proceedinge. This is also a
matter o! opinion whiWch ho has a perfect
riguit ta enjay and te express; ut the samne
tissé I dlaim the right te express my
opinion upon that er. jeot.

Firstly-1 consider that the motion re-
ferredl te did cast, thaugli indiréctly, re-
flections upon every one cf ocr illustrions
Grand Masters wha have presided over
Grand Lodge since its formatian in 1856,
about a quarter cf a century, in as rnuch
4s not one cf aur Grand Mast'e ever in-
timate3. or adviséed ini hie annual addréss
the introduction cf Divine Service as a
neceesary part cf aur Grand Ledge pro-
eedings; vwhile f rom e. Grand Master, being
ho head cf the Craft, the Craft expects

noix s uggestiozxs as in lis wisdoin %vill tend

te elevate, the toneo f the membors of
Grand Lodgve, and generelly tizat of the
Craft, or wnich ie otherwine of vital im.
partance or benefit to the sie. Neither
lad any of our numerous Past Grand
Chaplain'e ever before make suoli a sugges-
tien or motion.

Secondly-A.3 regards the advisability of
adding Divine Service to our Grand Lodge
proceedinue, it should be bornemi mind that
in this country we have men of almoet
every creed belanging to the Masonio fra-
ternity, soe of whom are rather extrême
in reference to church mattors, and wonldi
not on any account attend Divine Service
in any church except one belonging to their
own creed or profession. Roman Catholios,
of whom we have many excellent members
among us, cannot fairly bo ex.pzicted te a.t-
tend Divine Service in a Protestant Chtirch;
sud frani the many Jews who, formn a very
respectable portion of our membership, it
can neither be expected that they shail go
to any Christian Churcli for worship; w.
havo aise a fair number of Mohaxuétans
and probably members of other religions
among us, of whom it would be simply
absurd to, expeot £romi them to attend
Divine Service in a Christian Churoli for
the purpose of devotion. If, however, the
objeot of the mover ie te ho attained, L. e.,
to impress upon the outside public that the
Freemasone are not such a godiess people
as some parties accuse thera of being, but
that they go te, churcli and attend Divine
Service as other pions Christians do, then
one condition is, that such Divine Services
bo held public and in a regular churcli, not
iu a moe lecturing hall, and that the pub-
lic be allowed te, attend. Knewing then
that we have rather snoh a heterogeneous.
body of mon as regards religions view, who,
nevertheless, ineet in Lodge upen the
broad principles cf Masonry as one homa-
geneous body, wouïd it be advisable te dis-
turb that unity by declaring that Divine
Service shalform part cf the Grand Lodge
preceedings, and inake it quasi-cempulsary
upon every xnember cf Grand Lodge te at-
tend the sasse? Would net sucli a law be
an unguestionable infringement upon the
guaranteedl riglits of every one who becemes
a member cf our aucient fraternity? Such
a law miglit be~ introduced in a Society
vAiere aul members are cf one and the saine
creed without cansing any jarring, but not
so in this country. .&ud te say that sucli
an attendance at Divine Service need net
be made cc'mpulsory, but may be left te the
option cf every individual mernber, would
lie a contradiction in tarmns, 'for if the hold-
ing of Divine Service is muade part of
Grana Locdge proc4edings, the atteudance
te, the saine, for every membor muet of
necessity be as obligatery as thé attend-
auce at Grand LedIge itef; absence fromx
the ono would rendoer the defaultor oqnally


