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Thus two grent structures hnd a birth the one
of o' nd and stone,

The nilier rraiiied and fashoned of fraternal love
alone:

The onç 'vas joined ini ail its parts by cunning
wvork utl art,

The oither by tie ligaments that fasten heart
to huart.

The one stood out in bold relief aglinst the
výauIted Slcy,

The other raised no towering front tu the vulgar
eYe,

The one %vas ail respiendent with ornaments of
gol d,

The othier's beauty lay concealcd beneath iis
inystic fold.

Agalr ge has rolled away iih ime's un-
ceasing tide,

And ýgenerations have been born, hàve flour-
ïiiieci andl have-died,

Sitice %vrought our ancient brethren on that
TIeniple7s massive %valls

The temple %vith ils wvondrous strength hath
yielded unto lime ;

The brotherhoard that flourished then stili lives
and lnsts sublime:

The oiie. a niere niaterial thing, bath long since
' passed away,I

The other holds its vig(,orous life, untouched
by Time's decay.

WHAT IS CHARITYP

Fromi the rewtotest days there bas
been a higrh regard for Charity, Leng-
thy, learned and deeply interesting
sl<)ries have been told of its wvonderfui
influence. Poets have sung its praises
in exquisite verse, and the ijarp and
Ilute have resounded to give enmphasis
to the song. Its type has been chiseled
in marbie, and its figure engraven up-
on brass. The heart of nian has been
1lessed l)y ils minisîrations, and the
niisery of life has been lessened by ils
benefactions. 'In ail classes of society
ils pure and simple tessons nmitigate
niuch of the hardship of life. The
Fich and the poor, the high and the
lowv, are alike touched by61 its heaven-
borti influence. But this grace which
we class wîîh F1aitl and Hope, niaking
a trinity of unaj>proachable b2auty, is
ofien flot understood or misconceived.

Charity is love. But what is love?
lit is flot that sentiment that is pic-
tî'red b)y a wvhite-winged, infanc with

1)0w and arrow, shooting at a tend 'er
heart. That is often superficial and
transient. Neither is charity that spirit
tiat leads-one to, give a penny to a
heggar on -the street. The veriest poor-
or miser miight. under sonie circum-
stanices do that. Men Nvith riches often
build sehools, and endow colleges, erect
&'nieinorial " clurches,- and -put: up>

bronze dloors and gates. 'Tbere is,
betievolence, perhaps, in sonie instances
in fuch wvorks, but the records show
that-they are the outcoîne of a selfish
desire to have worldy honor, or to pre-
petuate a faniily naine. As these
schools, and colleges, and churches,
and bronze doors heip to educate and
better*the condition of humanity, they
611l a good place in the*niachinery o(
mani. But they do flot exemnp1ify thàat
unselfïsh charity that receives the bene-
dictions oi divinity.

lIn Masonry, charity is taugbit frorn
the first to thie last, but its xnany les-
sons frequently fait to niake that -in
pression upon then md that they should.
lit is flot enough to, give to, "a niember
of the hurnan famiily in like dêstitute
condition," little or much. That,
while il is an important part of the
lesson, is onlv the sheli *of thie nut-
The kernal lies beneath. True charit-y
or alrns giving is- froni the heart, not
frorn the hand. Frorn a love or the
fellow'in need, flot. simply to-get rid of
an annoyance. The charity of alms-
giving is important, but there is a great-
er, a nrPllr, a diviner spirit wvhich we7
cati charity, and it is that, %vhich forms
the ground work of our Masonie teach-
ings.

Wle have been pained to, hearýof dis-
-eements between brethren, of heart-

1,urnings and of uncomplinientary ex-
pr.essions, that are foreign to the spirit
of Mason-ry, and do violence to that
charity, imnpressed upon every candi-
date's heart. A master teaches in glow-
ing terms the ' doctrine of brothedly
love, or chaîrity. To niake that teach-
ing effective he must bz carefu to, prar_-
tice what he preaches. XVhen lie fails.
to, do that he sowvs the seedý of skeptic-
isln, and the candidate concludes- that--
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