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Thus two great structures had a birth the one
of wond and stone,

The other framed and fashoned of fraternal love
alone:

The one was joined in all its parts by cunning
wark of art,

The other by the lxgamwts that f'\sten heart
to heart.

The one stood out in bold relief ag'unst the
" vaulted sky, .

The other raised no towering [ront to the vulgar
eye,

The one was all resplendent with ornaments of
gold,

The other’s heauty lay concealed beneath its
mystic fold.

Agealter age has rolled away with time’s un-
ceasing tide,

And generations have been born, have flour-
Ished and have-died,

Since wrought our ancient brethren on that
Temple’s massive walls

The temple with its wondrous strength hath
yielded unto time 3

The brotherhood that flourished then still lives
and lasts sublime :

The one, a mere material thing, hath longsince
‘passed away,

The other holds its vigorous hfe, untouched
by Time’s dec'\y .

WHAT 1S CHARITY?

From the remotest days there has
been a high regard for Charity. Leng-
‘thy, learned and deeply interesting
stories have been told of its wonderful
influence. Poets have sung its praises
in exquisite verse, and the uarp and
lute have resounded to give emphasis
to the song. Its type has been chiseled
in marble, and its figure engraven up-
on brass. The heart of man has been

blessed by its ministrations, and the -

misery of life has been lessened by its
benefactions. In all classes of society
its pure and simple lessons witigate
much of the hardship of life. ‘T'he
rich and the poor, the high and the
low, are alike touched by its heaven-
born influence. But this grace which
we class with Faith and Hope, making
a trinity of unapproachable beauty, is
often not understood or misconceived.

Charity is love. But what is love?
It is not that sentiment that is pic-
tered by a white-winged infanc with
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bow and arrow, shooting at a tender
heart. That is often superficial and
transient. Neither is charity that spirit
that leads-one to give a penny to a
beggar on the street. The veriest poor
or iwiser might, under some circum-
stances do that. Men with niches often
build schools, and endow colleges, erect
“memmorial ” churches, and -put up
bronze doors and gates. There is,
benevolence, perhaps,in some instances
in such works, but the records show
that-they are the outcome of a selfish
desire to have worldy honor, er to pre-
petuate a family name. As these
schools, and colleges, and churches,
and bronze doors help to educate and
better the condition of humanity, they
fill a good place in the®niachinery of
man. But they do not exemphty that
unselfish charity that receives the bene-
dictions o: divinity.

In Masonry, charity is taught froti

the first to the last, but its many les- "~ =

sons frequently fail to make that im-
pression upon themind that they should-
It is not enough to give to *a member
of the human family in like déstitute"
condition,” little or much. That,
while it is an important part of the
lesson, is only the shell of the nut.
The kernal lies bencath. True charity
or alme giving is from the heart, not
from the hand. From a love or the
fellow ‘in need, not simply to get rid of
an annoyance. The charity of alms-
giving is important, but there is a great-
er, a nobler, a diviner spirit which we
call charity, and it is that, which forms
the ground work of our Masonic teach-
ings.

We have been pained to hear.of dis-

-eements between brethren, of heart-
Larnings and of uncomplimentary ex-
pressions, that are foreign to the spirit
of Masonry, and do violence to that
charity, impressed upon every candi-
date’s heart. A master teaches in glow-
ing terms the doctrine of brotherly
low, or charity. To make that teach-
ing effective he must be careful to prag-
tice what he preaches. When he fails
to do that he sows the seed of skeptic~
ism, and the candidate concludes that.;



