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PROHIBITION IN PARLIAMENT,

The long expected prohibition debate
in the Dominion Parliament took place
ot Monday, June 17th. Me, T. B.
Flint moved hix vesolution in an able

speech which was warmly recoived, Commission delay. They might fairly parties and creeds, yet this was not

1t was seconded by Mr, T. D. Craig.

Mi. George Guillet. of West Nop. legislation. On the other hand the action was ridiculed. in others it was

thumberland, moved the
amendient

*That whereas there ix now before

following

the Judicial ¢ ittee of the Imperial
Pr‘lv;‘(}(‘u?ncilm::::‘np?fe::l u;;ui:::u'l:utl:-'declm'v(l in favor of a plebiscite, The |friends, and to prevent our making

Supreme Conrt of Canada on the juris.
diction of Provincial legislation pro-
hibiting the manufacture and sale of
intoxicating liquors, the further con-

siderntion of this question be deferred , tion the Liberal party would accept!anything and every person who gives

untit this appeal shall have been de-
vided and the report of the Judicinl
Comnittes shall have been received.”

My, Gerrge ‘Taylor submitted an
asendment to the amendment, decle-
iug it unadvisable to legislate upon the
prohibition question until the vesultsof
of the Royal Commission inquiry had
been made available for consideration,
and until the jurisdiction question had
heen settled. My, Taylor's amendment
was defepted, 51 votes being polled for
it.and 70 against it The amendment.
of Mr. Guillet was then voted upon
with the following result: Yeas (8,
nays 57, The prohibition resolution
question was thevetore side-tracked by
a mnjovity of 11-

This is the narrowest majority that
has yot been recorded by the House of
Commnons agninst. prohibitory action,
The vote was very small, 8 members
being abgent. It is more than likely
that a full house would have resulted
in a majority for the Flint 1esolution.

The unfortupate part of the whole
atfaiv is that so few members have
veally been placed.  OF the8) who did
not vote, the position of some is well
known, others are just the men that
we would like to have pluced,

Hon, Mr. Laurier, the leader of the
Liberal party in the Houose of Com.
maons, voted for the amendment, and
Hon, Mr. Foster, the Conservative
leader of the Commans, voted against it,

THE JURISDICTION QUESTION.

In all probability the question of pro-
vineginl  jurisdiction will have been
settled bhefore this paper finds its way
intn the hands of its muny readers in
the different parts of the Dominion.

The appeal from the decision of the

“relution to the temperance cause of any  feW prohibitionists we might infer that

~that has yet been held, We must at

_once make preparations for a vigorous

cunpiign to seenre the enactment of

- all the prohibition that the Legislntive

Assembly can possibly grant,

ELECTORAL ACTION.

The vesult of the voting upan the
prohibition resolution in the House of
Commons last month makes more
“evident than ever the necessity of
electoral action, entirely free from
partisauship,

Up till that time the Libeml Party
in Dominion politics had probably a

there was no such thing as an honest
auember of either of the existing par-
"ties, Any action or statement that
would convey such an expression is as
unwiso as it is unjost,

To such an extent has this feoling
gone that temperance men have some-
“times been almost afraid to express
their apprecintion of valuable help
given to our cause by leading politi-
Ccus, from fear of heing pointed to as
partisans of those politicians, and be-
canse of the readiness of some professed
 friends of our cause to impute party |
Liotives to any one who will not join |
in the injudicious erusade against ulll
| parties and politicians, t
When the leaders of the Liberal;

;

REV. J. H. HECTOR,

Is one of the wmost. remarkable men of

the present day. His life story sur-
passes any romance in its startling
realities.  Left an orphan at an carly
age, he passed a youth of vicissitude,
hardship and privation such as few
have experienced. Later on he fought
in some of the Hercest struggles of

better clnim upon temperance support party in the Province of Ontario com- the great. American war, and was five
than had the Consevvatives.  The Con-; mitted themselves definitely and fear- | times frightfully wounded, so that his

. servative leaders had promised nothing

in relation to prohibition. Further,
, they had refused to promise anything.
. They were responsible for the Royal

“be set down as hostile to temperance

-Liberal Party had given the guestion
some recognition.  When in power
they had pasxed the Scott Act. At the
great Ottawa convention they had

leader of the party has, moreover,
‘since declared definitely that it a ple-
 biscite showed a majority for prohibi-

( the result as o mandate to enact pro-
hibitory Inw,

The vote on the Flint resolution was
not 8 party vote,
cvote that may fairly be taken as a test
vote on prohibition,  The resolution
was & clear cut, definite, moderate de.
claration in faver of the total prohibi-
tion of the liguor tratte,

The mmendment that was moved was
an absupedity. It named the jurisdic-
tion question ax a renson for not adopt-
ing the prohibition resolution.  Ther-
ix before the the courts no question
involving in the remuotest degree the
jurisdiction of the Dominion Patlia-
wment to probibit the figuor teaffic, The
authority of that body in regard to the
matter is unquestioned.  ‘The case
before the Privy Conneil has heen
brought to settle whether or not a pro.
vinee has prohibitory jurisdiction,

The decision of the guestion will not

affect the position of prohibition in the '

Dowminion Parliament. It will not
change the opinion of prohibitionists
_that the Dominion Parlinment should
cuncet a national prohibitory lnw. It
will not affect their attitude or action
in velntion to that Parlinment.

In short the Guillett snendiment was
an unworthy evasion. It was simply
an excuse for not dealing divectly with
this iportant question,

' The leader of the Conscrvative party
in the House of Commons voted against.
this tricky amendment, The leader of

, the Liberal party voted for it. So far
as lendership goes, the Liberals opposed

: and the Conservatives favoved the tak.
tng of a stenight vote on the prohibition

j lusue.

What are we to do then about the

,matter? Shmply cury out the Mon.

It was, however, a

Supreme Court to the Privy Council treal platform. To secure prohibition
was set down for heaving in the early . we must have men in Parliament who
purt of the present month. Di. J. J. fave move prohibition than partisan,
Maclaven is in England, conducting the {and who can be relied upon to stand
ense on behalf of the Ontavio Govern-|{hy what is right regaidless of mere
ment. which is the appellant party exigencies,

lessly to the principle and policy of
prohibition, they had a right to expect
‘that. this action would be accepted in
| good fuith by temperance men of all

idone, In many cases this laudable
l decinred to bedishonest and unrelinble.
1 All thix was discreditable and foolish,
| Such a course has a tendency to make
;enemies where we ought to make

cprogress  that  would otherwise be
“attained.
| We need more honest standing byl

us a helping hand, regardless of the
sneers of those who are narrow ov pre-
judiced, or ave themselves too partisan
ito see any good outside their own
politicul horizon. We should be ready
to endurse, approve, support ever man
‘who is willing to aid us, whether he be
Liberal or C'imservative.

In the old land at the present time,
prohibition is in politics. The Liberal
party there has made the ennctment of
Local Option a pavt of its policy. The
Conservative party has opposed that
action  There are many earnest tem-
perance wen in the Conservative ranks, |
yet even great Church papers do not!
hesitate to fearlessly appeal toall right- -
' thinking citizens tostand by the Liberal |
party in the present crisis. As an ex-|

ample of this fearless action, we quote
!tho following extract from a recent
article in the English Methodist Times:

. Weenrnestly appeal to all who care
‘more for morality, virtue, and the
Shristinn religion than for ’Fu-t.y poli-
tics to rouse themselves. The liquor!
trade is unanimous and furions, We
have a very flerce battle before us; let
us fight to the death. We have now
reached the most sevious hour in the
long history of Temperance Reform.
For the first time a government stakes
{its reputation and its existence upon
doing what we have hitherto vainly
implored all governments to do.

“If the Temrerance party does not !
su‘\pm‘t Sir William Harcourt now, it
will be justlr discredited for genera-
tions. It will prove to be the rotten
reed_and the hollow wmockery which
My, Beanfoy loudly asserts it is. Cold-
ness now would be one of the most
criminal exhibitions of public ingrati-
tude ever witnessed, and would pro- !
perly inflict upon us long hmuiliatioxq
and lasting disaster,

“ Every pulpit in the land that has
not become & mere sounding-hoaid of
ecclesiastical shibboleths and dead
Phavisaical traditions should speak out
loudlz in the name of righteonsncess

u Let every reader of
the Blble study the utterances of the
rophets in the Old Testament. How

and humanity.

survival was almost miraculons. Sub-
sequently as an engine driver he had
many a perilous experience: mt he
came through all to be a converted
man, an earnest Christinn, a successful:
minister of the Gospel, and one of the:
most effective udvoentes of prohibition.
and other morval reforms.

Mr, Hector is n full-blooded negro of

rsuperh  physique and  great uatural

ahilities, to which, despite all difi-
culties, he has added a self-education
which must compel admivation. Asan
orator he is n phenomenon, carvying

-his audience along with him by a

tornado of eloquence, humor and.
pathos that is faitly irvesistible, His
originality, wit, readiness of repartee:
and intense eurnestuess, quickly operr
the way for the shafts of trath which
he hurls with consummate tact and
telling force.

Everywhere he goes he captuires the
hearts of the people, rouses their
sympathies, appenls to their best
nature and purest motives, and does.
themn good. Kverybody should hear
as many as possible of his wondecful
sermaons and lectures,

Subjoined wre a fow specimen press.
notes of his work :

* His speech was irresistible in its
eloquenceand pathos.”  TorontoGlobe.

** Seldom has s0 lnrge & congregation
--somewhere about two thousxand -
attended & morning service in St.
James’ Church as yesterday greeted
the Rev, J. H. Hector, Jm Black
Knight. The sermon was an extra-
ordinavy pulpit effort and greatly
affected the large assemblage whic?n
listened, was inspired, ainused, thrilled
and almost caused to weep in unison,”
—Moutreal Witnens,

*The lecture delivered yesterday
afternoon by Rev. J. H. Hector, the
celebrated colored prohibition orator
from California, was a masterly, elo-
quent and convincing avraignient of
the liquor traffic. The audience, the
largest of the season, were at one time
thrilled by the flow of language which
fell from the lips of the speaker, and
at others convulsed with laughter by
his epigrams, sallies and witticisms,
He is a splendid specimen of the race
to which he belongs, being powerfully
built and _showing to great advantage
a cultured mien and deportment while
thundering forth invective aguinst
what he terms worse slavery than that
which prevailed in the  South.”—
Toronto Mail,

Rev. Mr. Hector, popularly known
us the “Black Knight,” {s open for
engagements during the coming fall
aud winter. His time is alveady filling
up fast, applications should be made
at once. Kor terms, dates &c., address

grgve they were, how outspoken, how
honestly they dealt with the fantastic
abatractions of library-theologiaus, but !
with the facts of life and the awfulévils I

of their own time!"

F. 8. SPENCE,

i1 Confederation Life
Buildings, Toronto,



